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5 Annull Confcrcrrcqs in Moscorv on " l 'hc ()rthoclox Intcrprctlt ion of

rhc (lrcation of thc World"

9 (lreatccl irt Incottuption:' l  he Orthotlox l)arristic [ lndersran<lingof

Man rnd rhc (irsrros in l 'hcir Originrl, Fallcn' ;rnd Rcdee med Starcs

by Hiuotnonk Danasctttr

f 'ront r 'ovr: 'I l ' t< crcarion of the slttt, utoon and stars (" l ights in the firnlamcnr

ofrhc hcaucns")  on rhc fburrh dlv ofcrcat ion (Gen. l :  l4) .  ( ' f l rc ptants

are shown to have been alrcady created on the third day.) Dctail of a

fresco at Suchcvitsa Monastery, Moldavia, Rotnania' sixtccnrh ccntury.

' l  t l l i  ( )R I  I  IOD()X !(() l { t )  is  pul , l i rhct l  b inuthlr-  (c.cepr l i r r  r  cornbincn Jrnurn-Apr i l  n 'Lr . )  bt '  thc

St.  I tcnn.rrolAhrLr l l r r ' (h(r lxnal($1vs. i , ' rh(rnruprcs tor l )  l 'cr i r  r . r lPos(. 'gcpl  r r I ' l r r i r t ' , ( l r l i

l i rnr i r .  $4.0{)  pcr isrc,  57.{x)  pc t loublc isuc.  Srrhrr ipt i r rx:  $ l ' t  lot  onc rcrr ,  5 l l  11'  t$r !  \ ' t rh s46l ix
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r iorr  r . r rcs:  l i . t0 l ix  or lcrr .  S5,1 lor  u,  vc, tn,57i  f i , r  rhrcc ycrn.  I i rc ign sr l r lcnr rubstnpt i , rnr :SJ5 rrx onc

vt.r r .54l l  l i r r  rs,r  vcr*,  S6" l , r r  rhrccrc,rn.  ( ) l i lcc olpubl i t : r rhn:  l { )  l }ccgurrr  t ; r rgc l l r r r t l  l r l .n;nr.( l r l i lor '

n i . r .  t )opia ol  l , reI  isus rnt l  , r l  indiv id l r l  . rmcl t r  l r i l . ' l ' lc  l i ,n Nrr i ,u.r l  Ar ih ivt  Publ ishing t i r ' .  l  i )

Ror . l . l t l ,  Arn Arhrr .  l \1 ie[ iFrn 481{X, l ) ' ) ' )8.  (1)p!r ighr ){ l0 l t  hv rhc Sr '  I  lernHn ol  Al . rsk.r  l ]d l r thrr
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I  I  l l '  (  ) l t  I  I  l (  ) l  X ) \  \ \ ' (  ) l { l )

l ) r .  r \ lcr . rndcr

l . r l . r r r . r '

rpt , r l i r rq,r t

thc sccrrnJ

l jcbrrr , r r  v I ,
l (  )(  )( ' .

\ tu( l ics i l r  thc I )ar l isr ic (c i l ( l t ing on crci l t ion l l i l ( l  l tv  rhnt t i r r rc l tccn ptr l t -
l is l rcd in I {ussia.

Havirrg i r r r  cxrcnsive cr l t rcur iorr i r l  [ l : rc l igrotrnd i r r  bot l r  rhcology arr t l
n l t r r r i r l  sc i ( r rcc,  I r l .  ( lonst i  r t inc \ \ , r ls  wcl l  Pr ' , :P,rr .ccl  ro l lcx( l  r l le
"Shcstot lncr: 'socicr \ , .  \ \ ,h i l (  r \nna's rrothcr l r lcn.r  bcc.rrnc rhc nr.r i r r  or ' ,
gr ln izcf  l r ) ( l  sc( fcr l l \ ' .  1 ' l re sot ict t  * , r rs jo inccl  l r r l r r  thc s l i l r t  l ) \ ,  lnol l lc f
t loctor of  gcologv l t r rc l  nr i r r t l r t lqgt , ,  l ) r .  Alcxrrpt lcr  Lrr l6rrr9r. ,  < l i rccrt l r  9 l -
thc AI{O' l  [1 l l  scokrgic:r l  rcscar.h l . r l ror ' . r rorv in I { r rssi . r .  l lcs i<lcs hclpinu
rvirh t l rc rvork of-" ,Shesrot lncr ' , "  l ) r .  l -a lonrov l r r rs s incc crrrrrpi lcd thrcc
volLt l l )cs () f  i l l r  . l l l thology of 'scicrr t i f lc  r r l r ic lcs cnt i r lc t l  . \ot  t , r t r t t  t  i1,c (C,rc-
r t t ion).  Intcrcst i r rg l r , ,  l re rvas i r r i r i . r l ly  br ' , ' t rq l t r  [ r . r . l i  r , '  r l r .  t ) r . r l rorkrx
( l l rLrrc l r  rhrorr{ :h l r is  scicnt i l lc  rcsenrch. s,hcn rhc nrosr rc l i . lb lc n)(rh,
ot ls of-rrcrrstrr ing rhc rrgc of  p laccr nr incral  r lePosirs conf i rnrct l  f i r r  l r inr
r l rc Scr iprural / l ) i r r r isr ic le ld ing of  rhe crrr t l r ' .s  h istorv r : r rhcr rhrrn rhc
gcncrallv acccl)tc(l sccrrlrrr lcatlinq.

'l ' lr( rlrtnrr,ll c()ltfcrcr)ces hcltl l lt ' "Shcstotlncr," hrrvc fe'lrtrr.cd trrlhs
()n both rhcological  unt l  scicnr i f ic  sLrbjccrs.  Whi lc rrrosr ol-r l tc spcal iers
havc bcen nir t lvc l {us: i ; lns.  sonrc hlvc becrr  f ionr thc Uni tccl  St : r rcs,

, \NNt ' : \ t  ( . ( ) \ l : t .Rl , \ ( . t .s l \  \ t ( ) \ (  (  ) \ \ ,

( icorgi i l ,  Selbi . r .  (  l . rn i rc l i r ,  l i r i rnce i rnr l  I ta lv.  I l rc thcologic l l  r r lks havc
[rccn givcrr  l r r '  . r rchinrundl i tc\ ,  i rb[)ors.  pr icsts.  serrr i r l r rv i r rstnrc(ors,
chrrrch school  rcacl lers,  c i l tcc l l isrs,  l l r thors i r r ) ( l  nr issionur ics.  ' l  l rc sci-
cnr i l ic  t i l lks,  rvhich c,rrrPr is, .  rhc rrrrr jo l in,  l r r rvc bccrr  u iven l ) \ ' ( l ( )ct()rs
atrd prof i 'ssors of  t r io log\ '  (b iocl tcrrr isn.  ntolccrr l r t l  r t r t t l  1.ro1rrr lar  i ,  ' r t  

qt-

ncl ics,  zo() log\ ' ) ,  Physics,  nr . t thcnr i l l ics,  gcol(uy l l r ( l  . ls l r ' ( )n()nl \ ' ,  \vh()
i l re cul lcnr l \ '  \v()rk ing in sccul i l r  scicnr i l ic / r rc:rr lcr) l ic  inst i tut iorrs.  I l r l \ ' -
int  . lecar lcs ol-cxpcr icrrcc in thci l  spccial ized r l isc ip l incs.  thcsc sr icn-
t ists tcr t i f i '  thrr t  t l rct ,  h,rvc rr , t t  sccrr  ct ,nclrrs ivc plool i  against  thc
Scr iptrrr t l / l ) r r t r is t ic  r r r r t lc tstr tnt l i r tg ol  crert t ior t  . t t t t l  l t is torr ' ,  r tnt l  t l t r t t  , r t t
( l rc corr t r r r ry thcy hirve f i r r rnt l  rnrrch cvi t lcncc su[)strrnt i . l t i r lg i r  . r r r . l  o l ]
fcr ing ul i rnpscs into t l tc  rv isdort  r r r t r l  t t l t jcsn of  ( ior l .

l l icrarelrs of  t l rc l {Lrssir t r t  ( ) r ' t l rorLrr  ( .hrr lc l t  l t r tvc prcsir lcr l  ovcl  t l tc
' 'Shcsrot lncr,"  conf i ' rcrrccs,  i rc l r r r l ing Archbis l rop [ ) r r r i r rv of  Iobolsk

irrr t l  I \ ' r rnrcn,  unt l  Arclrbishop r \ lcxv ol  (  ) r 'ckh,rvo-Ztrcvo. I : r tc l t  tor t lcr-
cncc is inrrugrrrrr tccl  rv i th , r  h icrrr lchical  l ) iv inc l . i t r r rg l  or  N' Io lc l r tn.  At
r l rc nrost  rcccnr conf i ' fcncc i r r  l (X) l i ,  r \ r 'chbis l rop I )nr i t rv gi lvc thc
oPcrr ing r l lk  ( ) l )  \onlc of  rhc Pl i r r r . r ry ls l )c( ts () l ' rhc ()r thot lox rcuching
ott  ctc l t t  ior t .

"Shcsroclncr," has prrblishcti boolis of thc 1tloccctlings of cach t'c.rr' '.s
conlcrcncc. ' l  hc l r rxrks i l rc : l l l  in l { r rssi . r r r ,  brr t  u,c pl i r r r  to t l i r r rs latc sc-
lccrct l  l t t ic lcs:rnt l  ptcscrrr  r l tcr l  i t t  t l rc prtgcs ol- t l t is  nr i lg.rz i r )e.

ln th is issLrc,  \ \ 'e plcscrr t , r r r  cxpunr lccl  vcls ion oia r l rcokrgical  ra l l i
g ivcn at  r l tc  l00lJ corr fcrcncq. ' l  l t is . r r t ic lc rv i l l  i t lso l rc inclLtr lct l  in thc
sccorrrl crlitirrrr of l:r'. Sclaplrirn l{osc's book. (itrriis. ()trtiotr trnr/ lnr/y
,41a1, s 'h ich is norv being plcprrret l  l i r r  prrbl ic:r t ion. ' l  l rc nov ct l i t ion o{-
I r r .  Ser lphinr 's [ r rxrk rv i l l  i r rc l r r t lc  scicnt i f lc  nrarcl i : r l  bv ot l rcr  conf i rcrrcc
spcirkcrs,  i r r r t l  rv i l l  bcncl l r  lnrrn thc plct l ro la ol  b<x,ks,rncl  a l r ic lcs pul . l -
lishcrl in I{Lrssirr ovcr the lrrst sevcr'.rl ycirls rrol only br, Slrcstorlrrev"
btrr  bv orhcr ()r thot lox prrbl ishcls as 

"vcl l - rv l r ich 
l ravc f i r r rhclcd t l tc

rvork of  l : r .  SerrrPhinr in Prescnt i r rq unr l  r rp l r r , l t l in l  thc Ser iPtrrr i r l / l ) . r -
t r is t ie tc.rchirrg on crcr l t ;on ant l  thc { i rst-erc.r tcr l  uol l t l .

| | i  tn ttto u k l rt nrtt\t t 'nL



' l -hc crcr t ion ol  l : rc l iorr t  thc l i t r  o l  Aclunr.

lrr 'csco l ionr rhc ( lhLrlch ol th( I lcsurr(.( i()r1, SLrehcr' i rsir  \ lotrrrstcrt.

Nioldlv i . r .  l {orrr : r r r i ; r .  s i r tccnth cctrr t t r r ' .

Created in Incorruption
' l -HE OI{ l 'H() t ) ( )X PAI ' I { lS l  lCl  UNI)t iRS' IANI) lN(,

OI]  MAN ANI) ' fHF, ( ]OSMOS IN' I 'HI . ] IR, ()RICINAI-.

I rAi . l . t ' .N,  ANl)  I { t ' l t )Ut lMUl)  S IXI ' t is

By Hie rorrtonk [)arnrtscerte

Arlapted .f on d ta/k {it'ttt ttt t/tt "()nlirrnct' orr Ortholox.y 'tntl tltt Nn-
ural Ent'iruunotr," St. Nitlnhs Rtnth, Dunhp, (.hlilitrnia, Otobt
27, 2007, tnd tgtrirr tt tlr lnunmtiontl Nttit'it.y I-)luntional l?ctdinw
of'tht Mosuttl httriarthta', it tlr srtiott "'l /tt OrtLodox lntoltrrtttton
of'thc Crcntitnt ol tlr Wtrlrl," htLl tt t/,r lllostou' Sttt Uniuar:ii' rlf

Ra i hua.y L) ngi t rr t' i t tg, ./tt r t u a n, J0, 2001t.

'fltrough sin, lLis rostrtos btc,ttttc r 7l,ttt,,l r/c,tt/t tutr/
(orfuPnon.

St.  MaxinrLrs t l re (  lonrcssor

l .  lNrnooucrroN

Jtnr conscn.Lrs of  thc Holv Frrhcrs of  rhc ()rrhor lox ( lhrrrch holc ls
I tlrlt nrrrn rurrl thr: rst of rhc visilrlc crcutiorr rvcrc phvsic,rllv

incornqt (ti60ap:os, wirhout decry) befbrc thc tirll of rn:rn, en.l that
c lcr t rh lnd cornrpr iorr  cnrcrccl  thc rvor l t i  orr lv ur r l rc i r l l .  lh is cf t rctr inc
is lrasccl on a comrnor] interprctation of both rhc ()ld and Nov'lcsrir-
ntcnts. In thc book of(lencsis wc lcurn rhar nriln wAs nraclc strtrject to

St. Nl,rxinrus th,:  ( irnfcssor. )d l l ,ala*inn 65; ILrnlot i , t t  ( i t tcat ( l \( i )
( ) { ) ; l , i0t l  ( l ' . r r is :  f . - [ ]  Nl iqrre.  l lJ(r5)r  cf .  I I : rns Lln vorr  I la l rh;rsur.  ( ) tstuic l i r r r rs l  I l r

I  lu ircr:t  t l tconl i try to , l  l , t .r i tntr t lu (. i rr /rsar (Srn l j r .rncisco: lgrrrrt ius. J{X}.1), p. l t{5.



l  t lL () l { l  l l ( ) l )OX \ \ / ( ) l t l )

c learh and that thc carth was "cursed" ar the f r l l  ( ( icn.3: I7- I9) .  In the
Visdonr of  Solornon i t  is  said thar Cod did not t t takc death and did

not crc i l te l iv ing th ings fbr destruct ion ( \ ( is .  l : l l -14),  and furrhcr

r l rar  nran wls crcatcd to l re incorrup.tr ib le (Vis.2:23-24). ' l 'h is tcach-
ing is repeatcd in the Ncw'ltstament by St. Paul, whcrc lrc lfl lrnrs tlrat

clcath canrc into rhe world tlrrough Inirtr'.s sin (llorn. 5:12, l7; I Cor.

l5:21-22), thar bccausc ofman the creation was nradc subject to "ftr-

t i l i ty"  (Ronr.  8:20),  and that r l re cre:r t ion and nran himscl f  await  del iv-

crance f iom rhc "bonclage to corrupt ion" (Ronr.  8:19,2l-23) at  the

Ccncral Rcsrrrrection.
- [ ' l re conrnron Parr isr ic intcrprctat ion of  rh is Scr iptulal  te:rching

finds concisc cxpression in thc rheology of St. Synreon rhe New 'I'heo-

logian, rvho wrircs :rs follows on the incorruption of nran arrd rhc

world in the beginning, and on thcir  ta l l  into corr t rpt ion:

Achm w;rs crc,rred with un incorrLrptible tro<1v, thouglr otre which rv:rs

nrercriul lncl on thc rvholc not 1.er spiritual, an<l was cstablishecl by
(lod tlrc Crcttor rs tlrc imnrortll king of ln incorntpt world, lncl I

nrcln by thc lattcr cvcrt'thing un.icr hcavcn lnd not jusr Paradisc.. . . r

You sce then th,tt not ttnrelson,rbly rlo n'c sav rhat all thc crc-

rltion wirs llso incorrupt from rhe bcginning, attd wls firrnishcd by
(lor.l afrcr rhc ordcr of I'arlclisc, bur rvas curscd witlr corruption rnd

lcd inro bontle{ac rvhctt it rvrs strbjcctcd to rhe firti l ity of nrcn (cf.

l lorn.  8:20-21).  1

1'his Scriptural/l)atristic teeching, that tlcath and corruption etr-

rered thc cosmos only at thc fall, is r basic tetret of the Orthoclox

I Sr. Svnrcorr rhc Ncrv I hcologiln, lltltiLa/ I)iwurr 1.2; Sourctt (,ll'ftticnuct

(S(l) 122:l l l4 (f)rrr is: [-cs [ . ]dir ions du ( lcrf .  1966)i cf .  idcn. ( h r l ,c /Vysti tal Lif i :  lht

l : l t l ical I) istorrrtr, t .  vol.  I  (( lrcsnvoorl.  N.Y: Sr. Vl ldimir 's Scnrinurv I ' rcss. 1995), pp.

)6 )7: t lx ' l : i rst-()t t ' , r tcd i) ldn ( l ' l i rr in.r.  ( lel i l . :  St. Hcrnri trr ol ; \ l ; rskit  lJrorhcrhootl ,

I9().'r ), p. 90.
' l l r i r l .  f .5rS( l  l l l :2 l l rc l .  l : i r t r ' ( .ntnd i \ lan.  p.  l l l . \ .

(ll{trAI-ll l) IN IN(lOl{ltLJP.l l()N

(lhristian worldview. lr is ticcl to, ancl inclced forms an integrll pirrt ol,

Orrhotlox lrnthropolo[y, sotcriolosy rll]d cschatology. Becausc thts

rcirching is such a crucial otre, an.l lrecattse today'.s sccul,rr worldvicw

nri l i tatcs agr inst  i t ,  i t  is  worrhy to t rc cxal l ined in c lcpth.  In rhis arr ic lc

we will ,tttcmltr to [)rcsct]t it irt :r gencrlllv chronological nlinncr. otlt-

lining firsr rhc itrcorrtrpt srlte of nlan atrcl the costnos befirrc thc firll;

thcn tlre clearh lncl corrttPti()lt thlt entered at the [rll; end fintrlly the

redcnrption ltrd sllvttiotr of ntan and the cosnros try the inc;rrnere Son

of ( locl ,  cuLninar ine in rheir  f inal '  ; rcr fcctcd st : r re af tcr  thc ( lcneral

RcsurrccrioIr, whcn tlclth ittrd corrttptiotl will be pernunentlv over-

conre. \Wc will firthcr clisctrss horv, sPccifically, thc Orrhotlox Chtrrchs

tcachir)g orl ;rrclrtpslri:rn incorruption relatcs to hcr tcachinq ort thc rc-

dernption of ttran antl thc costl)os, atlcl otr tlreir flnal, redccrnctl condi-

t ion.  In conclusion, rve wi l l  corrs ic lcr  how the ()rrhodox Lrndersr lnt l i t rg

of the flrst-crcated world, rhc titl. .rnd thc firturc lge crttr ittfirrnr ortr

frrith as Orthodox Christians.

IL THe Onlcrr . re l  CoNnlt IoN oF MAN

Man's Spirintl Condition bcJbn tfu full

Bcfirrc cxamining the subiect of thc orili inal incorruption of thc

whole cosmos, lct us begin Lry looking sPccifiolly at the original stlte

of man, who St. Synreort thc Ncw l heologian says wls crertecl 'ts 
"lortl

and king of  a l l  thc v is ib lc creir t ion," '  rncl  who'  in rhc words of  St .  John

Chrysostonr, is "rnore preciotts to God tlrltr irll cre;rtion."'

According ro thc ()rthotlox Patristic cosnrology, the cntirc visible

rrniversc rvas m:rdc fbr rhc sakc of tnln' itncl Irtln was nllde filr tttrtorl

with God. Man was crcrtccl "in [)ivinc grace." as St. Creqory of Nyssa

, ftrid. l . l ; in On lu, lt'lyttical Lili. vol. L p. 21 .
5 St. fohtr (ihrvsostrltr, l i igh Strntout on tfu Rolk ol (irtctit 2 (l lrooklirre Nl'rss :

l lolv (l<rss ()rrhodor l lcss, 2(X)4), p /t 1.

I Ilo
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:rf1lrms." Sr. John Chrysostonr writcs that'thc glory fionr abovc garbcd
thenr [Aclrrm and L-vc] bctter than any garmcnr."- t_ikcwisc, St. John
I)amasccnc smres rhar, in l)aradise, Adam "had the indwelling Cotl as
a dwelling placc and worc Him as a glorioLrs garmenr. Hc was wrappcd
about wi th His gracc." '

-l-hc Orthodox Clhurch undersrands grace ro bc the very cncrgy of
Cod, distinct ycr inseparable fiorl the L)ivine esscnce. God is whollv
present in His energies. Thcrcfbrc, when man was created in gr:rce, hc
had God Hinrself within him. He wils nreanr ro particirrare in God s
lifi 'rhrorrgh rhc Divine cncrgies. ro bc firllv and pcifccrlv 1.,.n.rrate.l bv
gr:rcc, and thus to arrain to union wirh God-a Lrrrion which rhe Holv
Frthers do not hcsitrte to call dcificarior-r (\toaq).

St..fohn Danrasccne tcachcs thar Aclanr was not tleifled ar his cre-
arion, but was crearedr0,r deification: he wls "to complete the nrysrery
bv bcing dcified rhrough rcversiorr to Ciod-rhis, however, ,ror bv lre-
ing trlnslirrnrcd into rhe Divine csscncc, bur bv participarion in the
Divinc i l lLrnr inat ion.  ""

Marti I'blsiml (.lonrlition bet'itrc the fitll

In the Visdorr  of  Solonron i r  is  s l ic l ;  "God nrrr t lc  nran f i>r
incorrupr ion,  end nrrdc him ro l re ln imrge of  h is own ere rr ] i tv  Ncvcr-
rhe lcss, throrrgh thc cnvy of rhc dt'vil . ' lcarir e .rnrc irrro rhc worid" (Vis.
2:23-24)- As thc Holy Farhcrs univers:rlly taught, Adenr ancl Eve wqrc
crea,tcd conditiotrirl/y irnmorral, thar is, if thcv hacl nor sinnctl rhey
could lrave livecl fbrevcr in incorrLrpt troclies, pirrtaking of thc Trce of
I-ifc in I'aradise, and cventually lrraining ro hcaven as well. ' l 'hcrc was

i' St. (ilcgorv rrf Nlss,r. Ot tfu illaliug ol'llan 30.l'4: Nitn aud llnr,Nicttu, hr
t / , r rL (NI 'NF-),2ncl  Scr ics,  vol .  5,  p.417.

St. John ( ihrlsosront, l loni l i ts ot (),nt i is 16.14; I i tht l  oJ't / t(  ( . :btt .b | :( . ,) , \( .r1.
74 ( \Xhshin{ron. l ) . (1. ,  I -hc( lerhol ic Univcrsiryol  Anrcr ic l  I tcss,  198(r) ,  p.  217.

x Sr.. fohn [)rnrrsccr.t , : ,  l - . |*t tr  l*2otrt iLttr oJ tfu (h.tbotLts f :aitL 2. l l :  l : i_, vol.  . ]7
{  le58),  p.  232.

"  Ib ic l .  2.1 2;  p.  135.

Cl{ t -A l  t l t )  lN lN( l ( ) l {RLlPl  l ( )N

no nccessi ty c i rhcr in their  remaini t rg i r lcorr t tPt  or  i r r  rhcir  f 'a l l ing inro

corr l rpt ion:  thcir  f iec rv i l l  was rhe dcternr in ing factor.  In thc words of

Sr.  Arhrrnasius rhc ( l rer t t :

Knorving thlt rhe frcc rvill ,rf tn,rn cc,trltl incline ro cirhcr sicic, in an-

ticipation llc l(lodl rnacle sccltrc tlrc grlcc li ivcn thenr' b1'nrerttrs rrf 't
lrrv ancl a phcc. lror, bringine rhcnr into His orvtr I)lr:rtlisc ((ilrdcn)'

I Ic glvc thcnr :r l:trv, so rlrrt, if thev gtrardcd thc grrcc artd rctrritittctl
goocl, tho' nrighr posscss the lilc in I'rtr.rdisc rvhich is frec of'sorrorv,

plin or crle, bcsicles hrving thc plonrisc of itrcorrtrpt iolr itr hclvcrr. "'

' l 'har thc f l rst  I ran wrs gntrr tcd condi t iorral  in l l lorral i tv et  h is crc-

lrion lvirs affirnrccl in a (lanotr approved at thc (louncil ofOarrhlgc in

419 and rat i f icc l  r r  rhe ( ]u in iscxt  (bunci l  (692)" and rhe Scvcnrh f lc-

ume nical  (btrnci l  (787):

\Whosocver srvs thirt Adant. tlre llrst tnatr, rvls crearcd nlorral, so rh,tt

ruhethcr hc htd sinncd or trot, hc \\ould hrtvc tlicd in body-rh:rr is'

hc would hlvc gonc firrth flonr thc [r,rclv, nor becrtLtsc his sin nreritccl

this, but by natural ncccssitlr-lct him bc iltlrlthenla L'l

()riginally, the incorrupt bodies ofAtlant and Evc clicl l lot hlrvc, i11

thc words ofSr. (ircgory thc 'l 'hcologian, the "coarscr f:lcsh, nrortal and

rcsistirnt," that our lroclics rlow l]ilve.r1 Accorcling ro St. (]regory of Si-

l ' l  Sr. Arhrnrrsius thc(ircet. Ou r l t t  l luttat int oJ rfu \ l l tnl :  l ' ( i  l5b: l0l l i ( l ;  cf.

NI)NIr, lnt l  Scrics, vol.  1r, pP. . i7 . l t l  l i rr  l i rr thcr t l iscrrssitr t t  ol  Sr '  Athitnrsit tss tclch'

ing on rhc inrnrortal i tv ol nr:rn bel irrc rhc f ir l l .  scc pp 59-(12 belorv.
l l  l  l rc QLrirr iscxr Oounci l  in l i t r lLr rvrrs hcld clcvcrt yclrs l l icr thc Sixth [cunteni '

clr l  ( i runci l ,  : tnd i ts r lcerccs i trc l tcccl, tc. l  in thc ()rt l trclox ( lhtrrch :ts r l  c()t l( ln!t l t l () t1

,, f  r l rc .rcrs of t l rc Sixrh ( iru nci l .
rr  ( i :rnon l0') ol thc Al i icln ( lodc'r in 7i l  Stt 'ot l : lcuuttnital ( .brrtrci1r. Nl 'Nl l

l rrrf  Scrics, vol.  14. p. 1t ')6. ln l l t t  / l r tzlz/r ' r  ( l 'cd.r l ion) of St Nicrxlcntrrs ol i \ ' f t rrrnt

t \ thos. rhis ( l i tnon is l isted rts ( l r tnort 1 20 ol lhe ( irrrnci l  ol  ( . l rrh.rgc.

rr St. ( ircgorv thc Ihcoloeirrr.  or; l lor - i8 l  2r t ' (  i  .36:l l ' i ( l :  cf.  N l)N l l  l rr . l  Scrics.

v()1.7.  P. . l4t i .
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nr i ,  rhey wcre "wirhour bocl i ly  hunrors" i"  in rhe words of  St .
Maximus, rhcy did not have "the rempcramcnr which makes the flcsh
denser, nrortal, and tough. "' '

From rhe writings of many Holy Fathcrs-Srs. Ircnacus of Lyons,
Athanirsius the (lreat, (iregory of Nvssa, John Chrysosrom, John
l)anrlscene, Maximus the (]onfessor, Syrncon thc New 'l 'heologitn,

anrl Ciregorv of Sinai-we know that, befbre the lall, Adam and Eve
rvere frcc fronr rhe boclily necds ofsheher and clothing,'t 'ancl cven of
s leep; ' -  thcy hat l  no scxual  re lar ions or cven sexur l  passion.: ' '  r l rere rvas
no ernission ofsectl;'" rhcir c),es did not produce tcars;t" rhev partook of

l1 St. (ircgorv ofSin .Ou Connrtdnctrs atd l)o.tri cs8,81:in Ifu !,hilokdlia,
vol .  4 ( l .onr lon:  Firbcr errc l  f jebcr,  1995),  pp.  ]  13,  227r cf .  46,  p.  )2 l . ln rhc Slavonic
trrrrsl.rtion of rhis rvtrrk. firund in thc Sll,..rrtic llilokdlid (Dobrotolubie), rc (lrcek
,rL'r,J yvp'"oi (trlnsl:rrctl hcrc:rs bo<li ly humors") is rcndrrcd .rs uoxpcrrr,r, which
nrc:rns ntoistttrcs.

l '  St. l\4:rxinrrrs rhc (inlcssor, ,,Lalrqrntn 45: lt3 9l : l35ll l .
l ( '  Sr.  Jolrrr  ( ih l ,sost<tot ,  Hort i l i ts  ot t  ( iut is 15.14,1f , .2.  17.1,  17.30r I ; (1.vol .74,

pp. l0l--]. 207, ))2. 1.18. Sr. N4:rximrrs rhc (lonfcssor, Anbigrun /t5; l 'o
9l  :  l . l53l l .

1- St. frcnrrcus ofLyons, I )tnrnt tt,t t iott of'the Apo*li Prrachir,g )jl in idcnr. Oa rlr
t lpouolit l \uJiry (( lrcstw<xxl, N.Y.: Sr. Vlrrdimir'.s Senrinury l)rcss, I 997), p. 481 Sr.
(ircgorv of Sinrri, Ot Ootnnuultteur,t Docnircs8:ft lrhilokalia, vol.4, p.2l-).

rH Sr. Athrnasirrs rhc ()rctr, Oonntnury on th l\alnx (I 'sdnt 50:5); l)( i 27:240(lt).
St. (lrcqory of Nysse, Or tlr hltkiqol/l ln 17.l 3; Nl)Ntl2nrlSerics,r'o1.5,p.407.
Sr..fnlrn ( )h rysostrrm . l lonil ies on Gtutis I 5. I 4; l:C, vol. 74, pp. J02-3. Itrid. I l t.I lr
l rC, voi .  t l2 (1990),  pp.  l0- l l .St .John[)anrrsccnc, fs:at t  Lsposi t ion 2. l  l  ,  4.24; 1C.,
vol. .17. pf. 2.1I, .194. Sr. N4rxinrus rhc Confessor, Al / hdl,tssit ltt Z1; in i<lcnt, On thc
(.ln i ' tr ltrt., ' t ol16ro (-' lrrr ((lrcsrrvood, N.Y: Sr. Vledimir's Scnrinrry l)ress, 200.i),
pp. f {)9- f 0. St. Synreon thc Ne.rv l-lrcologi:rn , ( irctbttiu l I) ix.on lcr 2(r.4 r in idcnr,
7lr 1)rlrzrrro (Ncw Yrrrk: l);rulist [\css, l9tt0), pp. 2(11)-7(].

l" St. Svmcon the 'l hcolosian, I:lthiatl Distorosas l3; in idcm, Ot tfu Mytti.tl LiJi,,
vol. I ((lrcstwoo<|, N.Y: Sr. Vlaclinrir ' .s Scnrinurv Prcss, 199(r), p. 167.

r" St. John Ohrysosronr. Ot tfu Stttut't I I .3: l)( i 49r I 221 cf. N l)N 1.. lsr Scrrcs, vol.
(), p. 414. Scc l)rrnrviotis Nclllrs. Dcilirtion lr CTrlm (Cresrwood, N.\'.: St. Vl.rcli-
tnir '.r Scnrinlrr ' l)rcss. l9tl7), p. 7.1.

CRI.-A f  t - lD lN IN( l ( )Rl{ tJI ' l  l ( )N

incorrtrptible fruits, but did not void bodily waste;' ' rhcy had no alil ic-

riorrs, infirmities, il lncss, disease, physical defects, or tnaintings of thc

body;tt they kncw no difficulties, sorrows, labors, sweat, htlnger' or

rhirst;rr rhey did not expcricnce physical painlr' they wcre not strbiecr to

cold and he{t ,  or  to thc elctnenrs.r ' - fhus,  wr i tcs Sr.  John ( ihrvsostom,

before thc fall rnan's existencc wrrs akin ro that of the angcls:

r l  St. Synrcon thc Nov l 'hcologi l l t .  I ' ;hial I) istouncs l  l '  l .5r in Ot r lu' l l l .yt ical

Li l i ,wl .  | ,  pp.2(r , .1 l t .  Sr. lv l : rx i r r rus thc (  lo rr less(n.  Anbi !  t  l0: inAndrcr l l .out l t ,

' l ' laxintus 
thc ()tr l i*ar { l .ondon :rnd Nou York: I{otrt let lge. l()9(r),  p. l2(r.  Sr. ( ireg-

orvof Nyssir,  (hrhc.\o and thc l?rsarzlr iorr;  NI 'NIr frrcl  Scrics. vol.5. p.4(r5. St.

( iregorvof sinai,  Ot ()tnn,ndtntts rtul l  )orrr i t trs S-t);  in l ' l ' ihlalu. vol 4,p. i l .1.

St. Svntcott taught that nrrt l  ncedcd to ci l t  i rrcorrupt t i rr i t  bcfbre the f.r l l  (sec pp

l5-l(r,  l l t l  bclorv), rvlr i lc Sr. Mrximtts tartght th,rt  Athnt rvotr ld not hrvc krst his inr '

nrort l l in i f  he had obcycd ( iod;rnd bccn nottr ishcd fronr rhe trcc ol l i fc (cf.  ( icn.

l :9). St. ( ircgorv of Nvsse ancl Sr. ( ircgorv of Sitr;r i  l istcd fcct l ing, .rs .r  rrrrrrk ol thc

corruprion thi l t  ci lmc int() cxistcttcc : t t  thc frt l l ;  horvcvcr, l t ,r th of thcnr l istc. l  i t  t t ,-

tcthcl rvi th thc voiding ol botl i lv wrstc. I :ronr thc srrnt ol ' thc l)err ist ic tc:tching on

this rubjecr, wc crn concludc thar, whilc incorrrtpl nran t l id cl t  incorrupt l ixrcl bc-

forc rhc f ir l l .  this c:rt ing rvas not thc sit t t tc :u rvhlt  rvc knovv t<xl l tv whcn thc kxr, l  rrn-

dcrgocs corrtrpt ion,rnd wlstc is cxcrcrcd-
rr St. B.r"il tlrc (ircrt, Honil.y !)sphining l lttt (iol Is Nor lr ('ltttr' ol h'il 6t irt

iLlcn, Ot thL' l !unar Oondit ion (( lrcstrvootl .  t ' r- .Y.: Sr'  Vl ldinrir \  Seminarl l )rcss

1005), p. 73. St. (lrcgorv of Nvssr, Oz rfu Sotl nd tt Rtsut'ttttitttt. 1>p. 464 65-

llcn, C)t thc I.orrl's I)uyo 4.2; Antiet t ( lltritt i,tn \Vrittrs, no. I li ($/cst nt instcr, l\4t1.:

Ncwnun l)rcss. 1954). p. 5t i .  5t.  i \ 'hxinrtts thc ( lonfcssor, Anlt igttuu 1t5; l 'o
()  I  :  l35l l l .

rrSt. 
John ( lhrvsrrstonr. I toni l i ts ott  ( i t tr t is 17.41 I i(1, vol T' i '  p. 14.) St.

Synrcorr the Ncrv l- lrcologien. hlt ial  I) i ' tour* 's 1.2; in On r,t l .vtt i tal  I iJ i  vol.  l ,

pp. 27-2S. ldent, (.l,urhtitl l)irourttt 57, in [)i*tursts pp. 9(r ()7. Iclcnr.

I:irsrCrcatul tllan, pp. ( , 91 92. I I L
rr St. Athenasius thc ( ircet. Ol t lJ. I  otrt t t t t io,t  ol t l r  Vovl 3; NPNI',  2nd Scrics.

vol.4, p. -11t. St. John Ohrvsostort.  Honil ies on ( ienuis l7. l '  30r F(l '  vol.  71r'  pp.

22.1. l3tt. St. Svmcon thc Nov 'l hcoloqiarr, ()tttcltrtic'tl l)irouttts 25.4; it [)iv

l?Xr:n'J, l). 169
ri St. Nl irxinrtts thc ( ' ,<t lesxtr,  Anbiguutn 45; I ' }( l  9l :  I l5l l l .  St. Svnrcon thc Ncrv

'fhcologirn, (.''rtrclnial Djstorrso i.7, in l)iscotrrtts. p 97. Itlcnr, l:irt-(.tt'rtttd
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Up unt i l  thar t inrc Iofrhc f ] l l l  thcv wcrc l iv ing l ikc rngcls in Paradisc
and so rhcy wcre not brrrning with desirc, not:rssrrulretl by othcr Pls-
sions, not srrbject t<l the nceds of naturc, bur on the contrrry \\,crc
crcrrte<l incorruptiblc and inrrrrortrrl,:rnd orr rhat accounr {r xny ritc
thcy had no nccd ro wcar clotncs.. . .

( irnsidcr, I ask you, thc rrarrsccnclcncc of rheir lr lessc'd condi-
tiorr, hol rhcy wcrc supcrior to all bodilv conccrns, how rhct, l ivctl
on c:rrth as ifthcv rvcrc in hcavcrr, .rnrl though in ftct posscssirrg,r
bocly thcy dicl nor lecl the l imirations of rhcil lrcdics. Aficr .rl l , rhcv
hatl no ncccl of shclrcr or hltritation, clorhinq or irnvrhing ()1'rhilr

k incl . .  .  .

F,vcrything, you sec, He [(io<l] nratlc rrrri urrangcd so thlr rhrs
rar ional  bcing {manl crcr ted bv Hirn hrd rhc giood forrune ro bc of
thc grcirrcsr irnporrrrncc, ancl irr fronr bcing inlcrior to rhc l ifc of-the
lngels, cnjovcd in rhc lrorly rheir imnrunirv frorn strf]ering.l"

F.lsewhcre Sr. John Chrysostom wrircs rhar, befbre rhe fir l l , Aclanr
rnd l lvc

livccl in [)rrrrclise irs in hcrvcn ancl rhcl.cnjoycd (iodl., conrpany. [)c-
sire for scxull inrcrcoursc, conccpri()n, hbor. childtrirrh lnd evcry
fbrm ofcorrupr ion hacl  l recn banishccl  f ronr rhcir  souls. . . .  Ar rhur
t ime thcre wcrc no ci t ics,  er l f is ,  or  houscs.. . .  Ncvcrthclcss,  nothing
cithcr thwlrtecl or hinclcrecl thar haPPy li l 'c, n4rich u,as far bctrcr
r l ran th is.  r '

Ltu,yt.60. Scc.rlso Sr. Scrlphinr ol Sirt l, '( irnvcrsirrion ol Sr. Scrirplrinr of Serov
on rhc Ainr of rlre (lhrisri.rn l. i fc." it I. irtb l?lrl ' t i ,u I ' l i lol ' ,r lr. vol. l, 4rh cd. (l) larin:r,
(ir l i l . : St. Herrnen ol Al:rskrr Erorhcrhrxrd,200lt), p. 9{).

r ( 'St .  fo l rn ( lhrysorrorn,  Houi l i t i  on ( ict tcsis 15.14,16.1,  l7. l ;  f (1,  vol .  74,  pp.
l0r  l ,  :07.2. t2.

r- St. folrrr (lhrvsostonr, (h Virgi t.1, 14.J. 5; in it lcn. Ot Vitqinity, lEtintr Rr
rr , rnr , rgt  ( l . r : rv isron, N.Y.:  lhc l i lwin J\ lc l lcn l lcss.  l9 l . l . l ) ,p.21.

( iRt._A l t..t) lN lNcoRIt LJPt-t()N

Dcsirr nnd llrnsurt h(irc tfu Fnll

Describing nrrr'r'.s originil condition, Sr. Symcon rhc Ncw Theolo-

gi ln wr i res th l t

flcrv lust or nrovcrlcnt. or thc irmtionrrl nr,r.lncss :rtrtl dcsirc of rhc

stonr.rch, is ycr did lot irt all cxist, lrttr in hirr IAclanrl wrs lifi 'with-

our inrernrrl discold, and his exisrerrcc was frcc frorn p,rin.'"

Fllscwhere, rhc srlnrc Saint says that the fiuits in Paradisc aflirrdcd

flrst-crelrccl nlan with "indescribable pleltsurc rnd enioynrer)t."r" Irronl

these trvo strtenrcnts it may be concludecl thlt, irt cxperietrcirrg "plca-

sure rnd cnjoynlent"  i r r  creatcd things pr ior  to thc f i l l ,  thc f l rsr  htr-

nrans did not cxpcr icncc i r r l t ionl l  dcsirc fbr  rhcr l .

According to Sr. Maximus thc Confessor, at his crciltior') r'tl:ltl w:ls

supposed to dircct his clcsirc and longing not to creatcd things bur to

God, and to find his grleastrrc (rilar,{) in Him:

Vhcn (iod crc:rred Irum:rn nirturc, He did nor crclrc scnsiblc plea-

surc and plin .rlong with in rarhcr, Hc furnishcd it with a ccrtrttt

spirirr,rirl capacitl, firr plcasure, a plcrsure whcretry httrran bcing,t

would bc atrlc to cnjoy Cod ineffirbly. Rut togcrhcr rvith conr-

ing- into-lrcing, thc flrst rrran, by Lrsc of his scnses, s<lulrrdcrcd tlris

spiritual capaciry-thc rr,rrur,rl clcsirc of the nrind firt ('od on scn-

siblc th ings. " '

r8 Sr. Svnrcon thc Nerv I hcokrgirtn, ( i td,t t t t l  I) i*tnnt )5.4: S(, I  I . l :56
(l 'Xr5lr cf.  idcnr, l)rr,zrnr ' l ,  p. J(r9.

r ')  Sce p. 25 bcLrrv.
r') Sr. Mrxinrrrs thc (lonfi'ssor, Ad 'l/tttk'siurn 6l Oorpu Ohritti,t ttonrttt, Srrir:

( ,rzrrz (( l( lS(i)  l2:85 ( ' l i rrnhout. Bclgitrnr: Rrcptt ls/Lctrvcn LJnivcrsirv l)rcss. 1990)r

cl.On r ln (. i tstt t i t , \ t .rr tol, ,  p. l3l l ic lcnr, lhiotrs / i .r t :  rn l  hology, t l r l ) i t ' im I i ,on'

ort. t ,  l t r l  Vi rt  t tMt l l i t  4.3.)-35, I  l r  I 'hibful id, vol.  . l  ( l .ondon: l :rbcr i tnt i  I : .rbcr.

l9l l  l ) .  p. 1. ' t .1.
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lbr  St .  Maxinrtrs,  "plersurc" in i rs fa l lcn courexr is i r  conr l r i r rat ion of
scnsuel fi 'cling arrd a passit>natc dcsirc fbr l scnsiblc olrjcct:

ti,cry firlbidden plcasurc hus conrc ro bc through pussion arorrscd
throLrgh thc senscs lry sonrc objcct ofscnsc.... Fol tlcsirc ldclccl ro
scnsurrl fccling chrrngcs inro plclsLrrc. giving ir a slrlpc, rrntl scrrsrnl
fccling nrovcd bv dcsirc produccs plclsure rvlrcn it is appliccl to sonrc
objcct  of 'scnsc. ' r

In thc wr i t ings of  .Sr.  Syrncon and St.  Mirx i rnus on this srr t r iccr ,  wc
scc rwo Flthcrs vieu,ing rhe sirrlc rcality fronr tlifkrcnr sidcs. St.
Sytncon, in saving t l r r r  nrrn cx;rcr ienced "plcasurc" in plr t lk ing of  rh.
fi Lrirs of Flclen, wrs spe:rking of plcasurc in cre:trccl tl-tir-tgs tttit/tout irrlt-
t ion:r l  t lcs i re f i r r  thcrn.  St .  Maximus, on rhc orhcr l i i rnd,  in saving thar
nlr ln wi ls not or ig in l l ly  crc l rcd rv i rh "sensiblc plc,rstrrc,  u,rr ,  spraking
prccisell of plcrsrrrc L'ont of't1esirc. Frorl thc sunr of thc rcrchings of
borh l"irrhers, we lrrivc at rhc fbllowing: in expcriencing plcasurc irr
crcatctl rhings bctbrc thc firll, nran tlid not turn his dcsirc rowilro rncrl.l,
but insterrd kcpt it clirectcd rowarcl (lod, rlre nltural objcct of his
clcsire.

Inclcccl, according ro a passlgc arrributecl to St. '[ 'heodorc thc
(lrcrt Ascetic h'l ' lr I,bi/olealia, nran's enjoynrcnt ofcrcatcd things was
onc of thc wrrys by rvhich he coulcl raisc his nrintl to his Crc:rtor irr
Paraclisc:

'l-hc first nrlrr coLrlcl indecrl. wirhout.rnr, lrindrrrnce, rpprchcnd und
cnjov scnsorv rhings bv nrcarrs of  rhc scnscs ant l  intc l l ig ib lc rhrrrgs
rvi th rhc rrarr i  (nr ind,  inrc l lcct) .  l l r r r  hc should hrrvc givcrr  h is rr t rcn-
riorr ro the lrighcr rlthcr rhln the lorvcr, frlr hc rves irs ltrlc to conr-
rrrunc rvirh intclliciblc things through rhc zaro, rrs hc rvus u,rtlr
sensort, thing. rhrotrglr rlrc scnscs. I do rrot sly rhar Aclirnr oughr not

'L St. Mrrxinlts t l rc ( irnfcssor,, . l l r l r(rrrr lr  l0l  in I  t t t th, i . l , t . , : jnu lx,(. i t t f i t t t t ,  yt.
100: cl .  l 'hi lol tal i t .  vol.  i .  p. 277.

CI{LAI l l [ )  IN INcOI{RUI ' f  l ( )N

to lr,rvc usc.l the scnscs, f irr it wrrs not fbr nothitrg rhlt lre wirs it l-

vcstcd u'ith l botly. []trt hc shoulcl not hirvc indulqcd in sensorv

things. !(hcn percciving thc belutv ofcrc,tttttes. he shoultl hlvc rc-

fcrrcrl it to irs Sourcc lncl ls a c,rnsc.lLtctrcc lr,r"e ltrttnd his cniov-

nrcnt and his rvorrdel f ir lf l l lcd irr rhrt, thus uiving hinrsclf.r rrvofoltl

rcls,rrr f,rr nr:uvell intri ar thc (lrcrttor. Hc shoul.l tror havc rttt:rchccl

hinrsclf, rs hc rl i . l . ro scttsorv things lnd hlvc losr hintself in rvonclcr

:rr rhcrrr, ncglectinq thc (,re:ttor of itrrcll igiblc trc:run'. "

' l -hus,  thc plei lsrrrc i t r  sensiblc r l r in l is  that  I r t rn cot l ld exPericncc bc-

fbrc rhc fhll wlrs not i l  sclt-- inclulgent, cgori5tic Plcasurc, t lot an etrcl itr

itsclf. Rethcr, it rvls onc l ltci lns [)v rvhich nran cotrlt l , in the wortls of

St. M;rximus, cxcrcisc his "spirirual crP.tcitv f i)r plclsttrc" ancl "eniov

( iod incf f ib lv"

As Sr.  Maxinrus himsel f  test i f ied,  ( iot l  p lenncd f ionr thc beginrr i r rg

thrt man\ nrincl u'ould be ririscd to Hinrsclf lrv t lteatts of rhc sctrsilr le

crcatiorl, fbr in all crcltccl things ttnc cJtt f lnd "trl lccs" of His rnrtjcsr"':

' I 'his wls rhe pcctrl irtr plln of (lotl ' .s consttnrntatc g<xrdncsst not onlv

t l id thc c l iv inc atrd i r tcorporc. t l  csscrrccs of  intc l l ig ib lc th i r tgs cot tst i -

rute represcntrlt iorrs of (lod'.s inefl,rblc glorv, acquiring legirinlatclv

and proporrionallv rvirhin thenrsclvcs rhc rvholc irlcontprchensiblc

lovclincss :tntl inrtpproachablc bertLttv. bLrt, itt rtcldit ion, rr,tces of

(lod'.s ou,n n)riesr] inrr'rnringlctl rvirh scnsiblc rhings, things rhat f l l l

f ir short of intcll ig,iblc essenccs. ' l 'hcsc rrrtces of (lod's nlrt icsrl rtrc

,rble to trlnslrort thc hunratt rrolr, rvhich tlscs thcnl rts lt vchiclc' ttr-

f i l l ib lv to (  iod.  "

tr  St. I l rcodolc thc ( i tc.t t  Asecrie, I lnnui lon:i t  I ' l i lok,r l i , t '  vol.  2 p 4/t.
r i  St .  Nl : tx inr t ts rhe( i rnfessor '  z l l  l l ta ldssinnSl;("(S( i7: .1 ' )5( l9t t0) ; in l ) l t r l  M'

Illrrrvcrs, l.rtgrv., ,rrzl Spiritual l\tl ryogv in illtiutrs th ()tfistor (Notrc l):rnrc, lnci.:

Univcrsi tv olNotrc [ )urrrc l ) rcss,  I99l  ) .  p.  I  l { ) l  c l .  St .  l r4 lx inrus,  Vt iotr t  Iax ) . ' )6 '

l'/tih[alit, vol. 2. p. 2011.
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'l'lr Conditiort o.f Mnn's Mind bcforc tha f:all

I;ronr Sr. John Chrysosrom we learn rhat Adanr was originrrlly
clcarccl rvith "incflirblc intclligcncc," which cndowcd him with the cir-
p.rbi l in,  to rranrc ; r l l  rhc ; rn i r r r l l r  ( ( icn.  2:19-20),  and wirh "prophct ic

gr'.rrr'." wlrich cnrrblctl hirr to prophcsv lbour Evc after her crelrron
((  icrr .  l : l . l  l4) .  "

St .  MaxinrLrs providcs us wi th fur thcr insighrs inro the or ig inel  in-
tc l l igcncc of  mirn,  cxplaining rhar the hunrarr  r l int l  was not rouchcd bv
inr:rginarion bcforc rhe f.il l:

ln thc bcginning, passiorr arrd pain wcrc not crc:rtcd rt>gcthcr rvirh
rhc body; rror lbrgcrfLlncss and ignorarrcc rogcthcr wirh rhc soul;
nor thc cvcr chrrnging im;rrcssions in rhc'shlpc ofcvcnrs wirh rhc
nrind. All thcsc rhings wcre brought abour in m;rn bv his disobcdi-
encc.... -l-he nrind ofAdam at firsr w:rs nor inrpressccl lrv the inrlgi-
nation, which srancls bctwcen thc nrind and the rhoughrs, scrring up
a wal l  l round rhe mind ancl  nor al lou' ing i r  ro cnrer inro rhc musr
simple and irnrgclcss csscnccs ofcrelred beings.r'

ln a s inr i lar  vcin,  Sr.  ( i regory of  Sinai  speaks of  man's mcnrory i r r  thc
prelirps:rrian stare:

-l he ncmory wrrs originallv sinrple lnd one-pointcd, but:rs u rcsult
of thc fall its natuml powcrs hlve l,ccn pervcrrcd: ir hls lost its
recollectcdncss in (locl and has beconrc conrpround irrsrcird ofsrnr-
ple, diversificcl insrcacl of onc-poin red.r('

' '  St .J,rhn Chrvsosronr,  Hotr i l ietou( i , t rcsis15.12,15.14, 16.16; |O,vol .74,pp.
. l0 l - .1,  218. Sce also l4. l l i .  p.  190.

15 St. Muimus rlre Oonlcssol qrrorcd in Sr. Nicodcnrus of rhc l{olv Mor.rntrrn.,1
lhtrlbookol .\pirtrn (.ot,tultNcw V,rk: l ' .rulirr ltesr, l.) lJ()).p. 150.

'(' Sr. (ircgorv of Siniti, (ht Oonnanlnerts rnt I)ocnirtet (tO; in l,bilokdlia, v<>1. 4,
p.222.

( lRtr .Af  l l l )  lN lN( ioRI l tJP' f  l ( )N

St. Ma,rinus on Man's Origintl Conlition

A dcrailetl description of ntan'.s cxistencc bc[bre thc lxl l has bccn pro-

vidcd by St. Maximus in l ' is Ambiguurn 45. F.xplaining a phrase of St.

(iregory thc I 'hcologian-that t lrc f lrst-crearcd nran was, befbrc rhc fall,

"n:rkecl  in h is s i rnpl ic i ty and I in his]  l i fc  wi thotr t  ar ts and ski l ls  ( r i r i2rqr) ,

and withour ltnv covcrirlg or Protcction" 
.--St. 

Maximus writcs:

So I strpposc thlt thc' tcitclrer said rhcse things wanting ttt i ttcltcltc

rhc diflcrcncc bctwccn the tcn)Pcr.lnlcllt of thc hunratr body in the

firreflthcr Acllrr lrcforc the tri l ttsgrcssioll lncl that which in rts is norv

.cen lnd holds 5q'31', bccrtrtsc back thert mrln clcarlv wrs not tort ')

aprrr l)y quxlit ics contratv to arrd corruptivc of circh otlrer in rhcir

bodily nrixrurc, but was accordinglt 'rvithottt f lux or efl lux-an.l frc.

of t lre constant altcritt ion lrenvcen thcnt, dcpcnding on which qu:rl-

irv prcdorninarcs. For indccd nratr w,rs tror dcprivcd of thc'irnrrort 'r l-

iry thlr is by grlcc, an.l dicl nor h,rvc corrttptiotr rvhich norv rvhips

hinr with its golcls, trut irrrotlrcr tcnrper:rm.'nt of thc b.rdv nranil isrlv

befit hirn. : l tclrlpcranlcnt hcltl rogethcr bv qurlir ics th:lt rrc sinlplc

lncl without strifc'.

I irr rcason of this rcnrperlmcn( w:rs thc first mrtn nakc<i, not ls

ottc flcshlcss or bodilcss,t" but..ts ottc not hrlving thc tcll lPc-r.rnrcnt

which mrtkcs thc flcsh clcnser, trtorral,,rnd tough. According to this

grelr re,rcher, thc flrst nran both l ivctl u' ithottt lrts lnd skil ls

(d,': ixvary\ rvithout dissiprrirrg thc nrttrrir l eo(,d health givcn hinr

oncc firr l l l  in lr is cssctrcc, atr.l *vls rvirlrottr nccd of plotccrivc cc,vcr-

ing, fe:rring no $hirnc bcc:tttse of his innltc disp:lssion, xnd not stlb-

jcct ro cithcr cold or hclr-f irr which rc:rsons cspccially t lre tncans of

r;  St. ( ircgrrv thc l-hcolrgi.rn Oration 4511.1)( i  .16:(; . ] l ( l ;  cf.  Nl 'Nl '  l rrd Scrics'

vol .  7.  p.425.
Js St. Mlxinrtrs is hcrc rcl irr ing a rcrrching ot ()r igcnisnr. lhc()r igcnists, bel icvine

th:rt  mrn rvas f lcshless errcl bodi lcss l t tbrt ' the f ir l l  (scc p. 2.1' notc 40 belorv), wcrc apt

ro f ir lsely intcrprct thc.rbovc-qrtotccl phr:rsc of Sr. ( ircgorv t lrc Ihcologian to nlcan

rhrt mrn wiu originl l ly ' i rakcd of f lcsh.
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lrrolccrivc c()\,(ritrg, b()rlr shclter and clorhing, havc lrccn contrivcd
l i r  r  hr l r r r rns. .  .  .

l ir l  bcirre tl isplssionare bv gracc, he wils nor by way of plcrsurc
rrrovcrl bv rhc clcccirful plssions of rhc inraginarion; :rnd exisrrng
rvit lrout any wilnr, hc was fiec o[ rhc obligation rt) r.rse .rrrs ancl skil ls
bccrrusc of ncccssitvl lncl bcirrg wisc, he had bccn by wav of knowl-
crigc scr :rbovc rhe stutlv ofnaturc.

-[hus thc flrsr nrrn had norhing b*wcen him and God rl,hich
rvus obsrrucring his knowlcdgc rrnd which wls sropping lris nrove-
nrcnt towlrd God, rnovcmcnr sclf lchoscn out of lov.,, f 'rom bccorn-
ing :r kinship. And hcrrusc of rhis, he was called by rhe rcachcr.
"nakccl in his simplicirv," irs exisring lbovc l l l  rcscarch inro nlrure;
and rv i th a " l i fe wi thoLrr  r r rs ancl  ski l ls ,"  as bcing purc ofal l  l i f 'e in
nc-ccl of irrrs lnd skil ls: rrnd "ra,irhour arry covcring or grrorecrion,"
sincc he wrs frcc'ofsuch impassioncd inrertwining ofthc scnses rvirlr
scnsiblc rhings, to rvhich rhings hc wls jusrly subjccrctl larcr on,
rvhcn he fell shorr rhrough clcf'ecr-rvhcn hc of his own choicc, prc-
lerrcd to bccornc enrprv ofcvcrything rirrlrcr rhan ro bc full, rhLrs bc-
conring infcrior to rhosc rhings ro rvhich hc had naturrrl lv ircen
srrpcri<lr. "

From rhis citation ir is clearly sccn rhirr, fbr Sr. Mlxirnus rs fbr
other Holy f rarhers,  man l ivcd for a t imc in an unfal len srarc,  wirhout
bodi ly corrupt ion and wirhour rhe passions, cares xnd neccssir ics: lsso-
ciatcd wi th hurnan l i fc  as wc know ir . ' r r )

r ' '  Sr. Mlxintus rhc ( lonfessor,,4rr lrg tu t  t t t  45: I t( l  9 l  :  l  _l5lD- l  . l5(rA.
rrr Sonrc contcnrporer!,  scholers, ci t ing rhc rvords of Sr. JVl:rxinrus quorcd cirr-

l ier-rher thc f irst rnen nrisusecl his spir iruir l  crrpacirv 'rogcthcl with conring-rnto-bc-
inr:.  \dp,a ;Qt l ivtoSar Ad Ikl t isirn (rLsccp. l7 eb<rvcl scc elso,4rr l iguurt 4l;
I ' ( i  9l : l . j2l l ])-h:rvc suggcstcd that St. Muxinrus bcl icved thcrc w:rs t lcvcr I  rnc
rvhcn nran wirs in ln unfal lcn st:rtc. ' l  his intcrpretl t ion. howevcr. doc,s n()( c()ncrrr
wirh nrhcr lnrt ions ofrhc Sainr ' .s rcirching. In rhe lcngrhv p:rssagc fronr , ,1nbi(uutl
45 thet rvc huvc jrrsr <;uotcrl .  Sr. Nl lxirnrrs speeks of Adlnr ' .s incorrtrpr, unfel lcn srare

( l l { l iAl- t r l )  lN lN( l ( )RRUI ' l  l ( )N

St. Mnxintus and St. S;ymaon on \Ylnt Might Halr Bcen

Such was thc concl i t ion of  t t ran in rhc beginning. Bv cl rawing cvcr

closcr to (lod in love. by naturally direcring his dcsire and longin!! to

Hinr rather rh:rn unnrturallv ttlrninf! it asiclc ro tlrings of rhc sctrscs,

rll lul wAS to bccome ever nrore holv ilnd spiritual' ever morc in the like-

ncss of(lod, rver more transfbrmed by the grace of (lotl. Flarlier wc

(luoted tlre words of St. John Danrascene that man was "to colrlplcrc thc

nryste ry by lre ing de ificd." Fixpanding on th is the me , St. Max inrtts stltes

rhirt man, by freely following God's cotnnrandmcnt in F.den, wotlld

h:rve bcconre a deified "son of (lotl"-a god not bv nilturc btlt bv gracc:

ln thc trcginning nlrn was crcilted in thc inragc of (iod for rhc trn-

tloLrbtcd pttrpost of bcing boln of thc Spirit by f-r'ec choicc, rntl of,rc-

quiring what w:rs in rhc likcness of(lotl through kccping rlre [)rvruc

conrmirrrdmcnt wlriclr had bccn laicl trpon hirn. ltl this rv:ry tlrc slnte

. ls: ln rrctrt l l l i ( \ ' .  Morcovcr, bv slrying lh;tr this stetc cxistccl ' l t l i rrc thc t l l l rsgrc\\ ir ' l l

, rnd thlt  Ad,rnt ' . . ,  concl i t ion wls ch.tngcd "lr t tcron ( iatoooi),  rvlrcn hc lr l t l  i r l lcrr" 'Sr.

i \4rxinrLrs pl lces his dcni lcd pc,rtrryr l  of thc prclapsarien st i t tc rvi thin : t  tcnrporel

f i ,rnrovork and indiclrcs a r inrc I lpsc tre(rvccn nr,rn's crclr ion lnd his t ir l l  l lcrc i t  t . trr

bc sccn thlt  St. iVlaxinrus's tclching, docs in fact agrcc wirh lhc conlmon lt l tr tsrtc t tn'

dcrsrancl ing ol rhc ( lcncsis eccount.

lr  is l ikelv th:rr St. Nlarinrrrs sair l  th;rt  nrln nl ir t tsccl his spir i t t t i r l  c:rpecitv to-

gcrhcr rvi th conl irrq-in(o-bcing" in onlcr to rcbrrt ()r ' igett isr iclcrs of . tn cxrcnrlct l

prcl lpsuri ln st, t tc , trrr l  of I  i lottblc-crclt ior i '  oi  nnn. (Accorcl ing to ()r igcn,

irrtcl l igcnccs [,de;] rverc crc;t tcd al icr ctcrnrl  l ) ivinc l i rrrns rtnd corrtcnrpl;rrd ( i tr l

unri l  thcy trcc.tntc s:t tcd'rvi th l l inr. :rr which t irnc ther" coolct l  dorvtt lo becontc

souls, lncl ( ;o(l  crc:rtcd thc nratcri i t l  bodies,rncl scnsiblc worlt i  into rvhich thcv lcl l

{c1. ()r igen, f int I \ ' inciplcs 2.It . .11.) Vierving St M:rxinrttsls st irrenrcnt in r}r is l igh(,

tr irnslutor l)aul M. l lkrrvcrs hls intcrprctcd thc SlI int 's .uords to nrealt:  I :al lcnncss hits

hcen rhc r l i lcnrnrl  of hunrlnkin. l  yi tual ly f iont lu'  lul int ing" (St. M:rxinrrrs. Oa r/ lr '

()x,ait  l l l ) , i t r t 'y. p. t l5, ntrc 10, crnph.tsis in the origir l l l )  St. M:rxinrttss rvords \o-

gcrhcr rvi th conring-inrr>tt ing, thco. trc t<, be trnclcrstorxl in l  rclrt ivc scnsc' : ts

nrcrninq vcrvclosc to th,. 'hcginnirrg. l i r  i rrrcrprct rhcnl in l tr t  r tbsolLltc scnsc. rts de'

nvinq thc vcrl  cxistence of thc ptcl;rpsariett  st, t tc. nrek. ' ,  t lo scnsc within thc contcrt

of St. M.rr irrruss t l tou{ht, lct elonc thc rvidcr Scriptt tral/ l )atr ist ic context.
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nrln would on rhe one h:rnd be a crcrrurc'of( iod by narur.c, and on rhc
othcrrson of( iod und uqor l  rhrouglr  rheSpir i r  b l ,gracc.  I i r r i t rvas not
possiblc irr anv othcl rvuv l ir l nr.rl :rf icr. his crclrrion ro bc provctl a son
,rl '( iotl antl .r gotl rhrough dcificarion by gracc, unless firsr bl,frcc
. lr,, i t r '  lr< lr.rd lx crr born ol rhc Spirit th rough rhc sclf '- nroving :.rncl sov_
(rcrgn fo\ \ 'c f  shich rrarur l l ly  Lrnires him rv i th Got l . r l

Sr. Synrcon rhe Ncw Thcologian provides us with an irnagc of
rvhet lifi. would havc bcen likc if the flrsr pcople had firlflllcd rhcir
or is inr l  designrr ion. " lmagine,"  l rc.  wr i tes,

. . .  rvhrr  sorr  of  l i fc  and w:ry o[ l iv inq rvc nr ig l r r  havc had i f ' rvc hld
Irccn prcscrvcd incorruprible and irnntorral in err incorru;rt world.
going through lif i , manifcstly wirhour sin or sorroq fi.cc ofcares lnrl
tuntroublctl. And irnagine, roo, how bv progrcss in kccping (iocl '.s
conl ! landmcnts and rhc prrr t ing into pract icc ofour g<lod i r r tcntrons
rve would havc bccn led trp in <luc rimc ro :l nlore pcrfccr glory ancl
transfcrrnrarion, r{rawing nclrcr to God arrcl ro the rays which sprrng
fiom His Divinirl,. ' fhc soul of cach would havc bccomc brighrcr,
ancl rhc pcrccptiblc and rnareril l  body of e,rrch .rltcrccl lntl changed
inro irn imrnarcrial ancl spirinral onc, inro sonrcrhing bcvond serrse
pcrcepr ion. ' l

(:RLA'f t.] l) IN IN(I)RlluP f l( lN

that the entire visible crearion, and not only Paradise, was in a state of

incorruption before thc fall of rnan. He writes:

(lod did rrot, as sotrre pcoplc think, jLrsr givc l)rtritcl isc to our i lnccs-

rors at thc bcginning, nor clid Hc n)irkc only Paradisc incorrtrpriblc.

No! Insrcad, Hc did nrtrch norc. Bcforc Parrdisc Hc madc thc wholc

carth,  rhc onc which wc inhabi t ,  ancl  cver l th ing in i r .  Nor thrr

alonc, btrr He also in fivc davs brotrght t lre lrcl 'crrs atrcl ,r l l  thcv con-

rain into hcing. On thc sixth drv I Ic nraclc Aclant lnd csrablishc.l

him rs lord and king ofall thc visiblc crcrtt ion. Neithcr l lvc nor Prrr-

disc rvcrc yet crclrccl, bttr thc rvholc s',rrlt l  had bccn brottqht into bc-

ine bv ( lod.rs ot lc th i r r l i ,  as:r  k in<1 ofprradisc.  l t  ( )ncc i t rcorruPt ib lc

yct rnrtcrial rn<l pcrccptiblc. It rvls rhis ruorld, i ls rvc s.l i( l '  rvhiclr rvrs

given ro Adlnt lntl to his dcsccnclanrs firr their c'njovtnctrt. Docs rhis

secnr stri lnqc to vou? lt sht,tt ld rrcr. "

Herc St.  Symeon is cchoing the Visdont of  Solomon, in which i r

is dcclared: "God did not nrtke dcath, ncither tlocs He take dclight in

rhe dcstr t rct ion of  l iv ing th ings. Got l  crearecl  a l l  th ings that they

nrighr hlve tlrcir bcing; and thc gctrerations of the worlcl wcre fbr

prescrvation, and tlrerc is no poison of dcstructioll in them" (Vis.

l :13-14).
According to St.  Symcon, befbrc the or ig inrr l  creat ion wls

"changed ovcr to corruption" it clid rrot "belr pcrishrtrlc frLrits and . ' .

sprout thorns and thist les" (cf .  Gcn.3:18)."  Elsewherc i t r  thc sanlc

work, St. Symeon affirrns that (lod gave rlatr in Paraclisc "evcry kind

arld variery of fruit, fiuir rvhich is trever sPoiled or lacking lrut always

frcsh, firll of sweetness, and providing our anccstors with indescrib-

ablc plcesure and enioyment. l-or it was fitting that their incorruptible

'1  lb i r l . r  in On rh L ' l .y t t i * r l  L i f i ,  vol .  I ,  p.21.

' 
r ltrid. L4: in ( h thc rtl.ysrial l.i/i, vol. I , p. j8. cl. Fint'(.lrutnd Man, p. ll).\ '

I I I .  THs OnrcrNel CoNorrrot  or  rue Cosuos

httristic Atcounts oJ't/te C'osrros bcfore tb t:all

. 
Ve havc alreadv quoted briefl1, fiorn .Sr. Syn:con's descriprion of

the cosmos rhat man or ig inal ly inhabiret l .  St .  Svnreon is quire expl ic i t

'l St. i\'{axinrrrs rhc (lolfissor, Antbiguunt 4Jl in Ncllas, Dd/ic,ttiort in Oltitt, 1.t.
I19.

rr Sr. Svnreon rhc Nov ' l  heologian , I : thicdl Diy.nrrrso I .  I  I  SC | 22: l7(r-713; cf.  Oa
rlt Nlyttiul Lifi, vol. I , pp. 22 ).\: l:irst,(.)attcd Man. yt. 88.
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bodies be suppl ied wi th incorrupt ib le fbod."  ' '  In othcr words,  i r  was
appropriatc fbr incorrupt flrst-creltcd nrarr ro bc givcn both an envr-
ronnlerrr ancl I fbocl thut corrcsPondcd ro his contlirion.

Accort l ing ro Sr.  . lohn l )arnasccnc, bcfbrc Adarrr  arrc l  Evc's
tr.rnsgressiorr "thcrc rvls ncirhqr rain nor tcmpest on thc earth."lr'

l:rrrrhcr tlctails a[rorrt rlrc sratc of rhe crearion-in parriculirr, I)ara-
<lisc bcfirrc rhc fll l .rrc providcd by Sr. (lregory of Sinai. Eden, hc
s:rvs, "has lrccn pllnred lry (iod with all sorrs of thc most fragrant
plants. . . .  I r  is  a lways burst ing wirh f ru i r ,  both r ipe and unr ipc,  ancl  is
continuously blossonring with flowers." Accortling to this Saint, Para-
tlise hls bcen "mlcle betwccn corruprion and incorruptiorr," such rhirr
nrilture trccs and fruit "rurn into fi-agrant soil, and do not givc off thc
oc rr of corruptiorr ls do plants of rhis worlcl. ' l 'his occurs lrecausc of
the grcirt richncss ancl holincss of thc grace ever abor-rnding there."'-

Anirutls balitre the l:all

From St.  I 'heophi lus of  Ant iocl i  we learn rhar animals wcre nor
venonlolls befbrc rhe fhll. ' ' Both hc ancl other Holv Fathers raughr rhrr
beasts did not evokc fcar in nran in thc prclapsarian world, but rarl.rcr
subnrittcd to hirn. As Sr. John Chrysostonr obscrvcs, whcn the anirnals
came bcfbre Adenr ir: ordcr to rcceivc names, "rhcy came in cornplete
subjection to hinr irs ro a nlasrcr.rntl aceeptc.l rhc rr:rnrcs, whilc Ad;rm

' '  Ibid. l . l  ;  S(l  f  l2: l t t l ;  ct.  On rht i l lst irul Lry' ,  vol.  l ,  p. ]G l : i rsr-(.) .eaprl Matr

P.90.
1( 'Sr. 

John I) lnr irsccne, I \ , t t t  l : lx2osit iort 2.10r NI,NI:,  fnr l  Scrics, vol.  9. p. 2tt .

'- Sr. (irc'gorv of Sinui. Oz (,lonnttt nttutt ,nd Doctriars l0: in l>hilokalia (in
( i rcek),  vol .4 (Arhcns. l ( )76),  p.  12r cf .  Pbikhal ia ( in Engl ish),  vol .4,  p.  .21 i .  In
<luoting thcsc rvords o[ Sr. ( ircgory, I i r .  Scrlphirr Rose norcs: "- l  his passugc ir  cr,
prcsscd in thc prescr.t tcnte-hrctt,tt' tlt l\ralic itt u,l,ih ldau u,ai pl,rttl I sril/ in
rxirrcarc lTut is not visible rr otrr nornrel sensc ()rg: lns' ( fr  Scraphinr Rose. (r ' r ,rzr lr ,
( , l rdt iott , tul  l )dy Mtrr [) l .rr ine. (] l l i f . :  Sr. Hcrnr.rn ol-Alrsku Rrothcrhood, 20{)01,

P 4t4).

'N St. ' l hcophilrrs of Auioch, li Autolynrs 2.17; Artc-Niwr lirlrt (ANli), vol. l,
p. l{)  l .  qtrotet i  on p. 52 bclorv.

(ll{l iAl ll l) lN IN(lC)l{RLJPl l()N

had no fcar of  these wi ld beasrs."" '  "Befbre thc f i l l ' ' 'wr i tcs St.  Jt t l r r r
[)rnrascene. "all things wcrc sutriect to the control of man, bcctuse
( lod had nrade hirrr  rLt ler  over al l  thc th ings on the carth lnd in the wa-

TCT.

As stated in ( lcncsis l : -10,  l r  the l reginning of  crcar ior l  Cod indi-

c:lted that rll the animals wcre to cat plirtrts rathcr thln e:rch orher:
'Antl to evcry bcasr oltthe earth, and to cvcrv bird of the.lir, and to cv-

cry rhing thllt crcel)s on thc cirrth, cvcrything rhxr has thc [rrcarh of life,

I h:rve given cvcry grccn plrrnt fbr fbod." I'ollowing fionl these rvords

of Scripturc, thc Holy Fathcrs cotrsistctrtly taught th.rt animirls werc

givcn plants to cat  befbrc thc f l r l l . ' l -hus,  St. ' l 'heophi lus of  Atr t ioch

\\,rotc thltt aninrals wcrc not Prcdat()ry befirrc thc frrll, and that efier rhc
(iencrll l{csurrection thcl' rvill bc "rcsrorccl to thcir oliginll gentle-

ncss."ir St. Ircnltcus of l-vons ttughr thc silnle: cotlll))cl)ting oll lsaiilh's

prophecy rhrt "tl.rc wolf shall feed with thc larnb. ancl thc lcoparcl shall

l ic  c lown with thc voung goat . . .  and t l rc l ion and ox shal l  c i t  straw to-

gether"( ls.  l l : ( r -71 sce elso ls.  l l :8-9,  ( r5:25),  he rr f l l rmcd rhrrr  rh is

clln be sccn ro rcfer to the stlte ttfirttintrls both lrcfirre rhe irll and aftcr

the (ierrcral l{csurrcctiotr:

Ir is right that rvlren thc crcrrion is rcstorcd, all thc itninr:rls shotrld

olrey ert.l bc itt subjcction ro nrln, an.{ tevcrt to thc t<xrd originrllv

given br'(iocl (fi>r thcv had bccrr originrrllv subicctctl in obediencc to

Adanr),  thrr t  is ,  thc prodLtct ions of  rhc c, t r th. ' l

")Sr. Johrr ( lhrvxrstonr. HonilA ot ( inois l / t . l ' ) :  l : ( l '  vol.  74' p. l()1. scr rr lso

16.4.  p.  J09.
i( '  St. fohn I); tnusccnc, l l .v.rt  l - .xfot i t iott  2.101 l :(1, vol -)7. p 2J').  Scc i lso st

Svnrcon thc Ncw'f hcrr logien, l : i rst-(. l ran'd Man, 1t. ' )) .
i l  Sr.  l l rcophi l r rs oiAnt ioch, Ib t lutol .yut  l . l7r  ANlr  vol  J,  p l0 l  Scc rhc f r r l l

t luotat iorr on p. 52 bckrrv.
i l  St. frcnlcur, ,4g,1nst I tot ' t ics 5..1.1.ANltvol.  l .p 5(r.1. St. l rcnrtcus l t()tc( l  thi t ,

l rcsiclcs rcf i ' r ' r ing to rhe originit l  i t r td f inel stetcs of rt tr i rnl ls, this prophccv ol ls:r ieh

l l :6-10 c. ln:r lso rcfcr to thc h:rrnronv lrcnvccn l irrrrtcr lv l icrcc pcoplcs.trrd thc
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St. John Damascene likewise spoke of animals eating plants before
the fall, saying rhat rhen "the earth brought forth of itself fruits for the
use of the animals that were subject ro man."tr St. Gregory of Nyssa
observed thar plants were creared before animals because they were to
serve as food for the animals.-' ' According to St. John Chrysostom,
God rold Adam that He had given planrs for rhe animals ro ear so rhar
Adam, who had been placed as lord ofthe crearion, would not be con-
cerned abour how to provide for animals.tt

'fhe Fathers do nor speak of any kind of carnivory existing before
the fall. In the writings of St. Basil the Great, on rhe other hand, we
find an explicit reaching that animals did not eat each other, and fur-
thermore thar they neither died nor decayed in the first-created world:

Doubtless indeed vultures did not look around rhe earth when living
things came ro be. For nothing yer died of rhese rhings given mean-
ing or brought into being by God, so rhat vultures mighr ear ir. Na-
rure was not divided, for ir was in its primc; nor did hunters kill, for
that was nor yct rhe custom of hurnan beings; nor did wild beasts
claw rheir prey, for rhey were nor carnivores. And it is cusromary for
vulturcs to feed on corpses, bur sincc therc were nor yet corpses, nor
yet their stcnch, so thcre was not yet such food for vulrures. But all
followed the dicr of swans and all grazed rhe meadows.s('

rightcous in rhc Church (,4.(arrir Hersitt 5,33).ln rhe sanre vein, Sr. Cyril ofAlex:rn-
dria saicl rhar rhc prophecv in Isaiah 65: l7- l9 can rcf'er borh to rhe starc of bclievers
in the Church of(lhrist irnd ro rhe srarc ofrhe righreous beyond rhc (ieneral Resur-
rection lConncntary ou ltaith 5.(t).

t l Sr. John f)amasccnc, Exact Etposition 2.10; F(1, vol. 37, p. 229.
'a Sr. Grcgory of Nvssr, Or the Mahingol /l/aa 7..j; NPN I-, 2nd Se ries, vol. 5, p. -393.15 St. John Chrysostom, Homilio ott Gcnesh l0.l l: FC, vol.74, p. 135.
t( 'St. Basil thc (lrcat, On tb Origin of'Huna ry, Discourse 2,6r SC 160:242

(1970); cf. Ot t lr Hrmot Conditiott, p. 53. Here ir mav bc nored rhar, when Sr. Ba-
sil ' .s brorher, Sr. Grcgory of Nvssa, says rhat animrls had "the potcnrial ofdying" (11,
rpit; rit ,uexaoAoSar iJrap.n,), prcsrrmably at their crearion (Cate&etia Omtiou 8),

( l l { [Al l : l )  lN lN( () l (Rt l ' l l ( ) \

Tfu Unknowability of the World balbre thc l'hll

Drewing frorn the Sc riptu ral/ Parristic tesrirnony on thc ittcorrtll)t

flrst-created world-its vcgetation, anintals, and clinrate-St. Ignatius

Brilnchaninov a Holy Fathcr of ninetcen th-century Russia, Provides
us with a compositc description that is rcrnarkable in its derails. At the

silmc time, howevcr, he points out rhar knowledge of the first-crearcd

world rcnrains largely ineccessiblc to tts who know thc creation only in

its corrupted statc:

'I 'hc crrrh, crciLretl, adorncd, blcssed by God, did nor have any dcfi-

cicncies. Ir was ovcrflowinli with rcfincntcnr. "Cod saw," after rhe

conrplction of rhc wholc creltion of rhc worlcl, "everything rhrr Hc

hrd nraclc: ancl, lrehold, it was vcry good" (Gen. l:-] I ).
Now thc earth is prcscnrccl to otrr evcs in a cornplctclv diffcrent

look. Wc do not krrow hcr condition in holv virginirvl wc knorv hcr

in the condition of corruptiotr and lccursedncss, ruc know her ll-

rcacly scntenccd to brrrningl shc was crc,rtcd fbr crernity. -I-he God-

inspircd u,riter of Gencsis srys rhar thc carth in its original condition

did nor h,rve nccd of til l ing (Clen. 2:5): ir broughr forth by itself

gr i r ins i rnd othcr nour ishing grrsscs,  ucgctablcs arrc l  f ru i rs

ovcrabundlntly lnd of supcrb worth. ' l-here were no hlrmful

growtlrs on il platrts wcrc not subicctcd cither ro clecal'or to discases;

hc docs not ncccssitr i ly contradict St. I lesi l .  f trr  hc docs not sav that lninlals:rcrtral lv

dicd :rnd dccevcd l tcf irrc thc fal l .  ln thc contexr of thc contnron l)atr ist ic tclching on

rhc incorruprion of thc l i rst-crcatcd worlcl , , tncl on dcetfr :rn. l  corrttPtion cntcring thc

cosnros onlv at the f i l l  (of rvhich nrorc rvi l l  bc s:r i<l [>clow), Sr. ( ircgorl is st l tcnlcnt

cln bc rrndersrood to rcf i ' r  to:t  potcntiel th,t t : tnirruls hld bctbrc t lrc f i r l l '  btrr thlt  rv;rs

not exprcsscd in acttral rcrms ttnt i l  l f icr rhe f-,r l l .  Simil lr lv, whcn St ( ircgiorv.pc.rk' ,r I

aninrl ls lxing cndowccl wit lr  ,r t tr i tr t t tcs sttch :rs courlgc lnd fe,rr "Rtr 5qlf-Pmscrva-

rion" lOn tfu trl,rhing of Mtr ltl.2), this c,rn bc sccn to refer to tlualirics rlrirt (iotl

g: lvc (hcm irr l l is f i rrckrrorvledgc, : ts i t  provision fbr thc corrtrptc. l  sr l tc ofthe cosrnos

lfrer rhc f i l l .  Ihis intcrprct. t t ion ofthe st l tcnrcnt is corrotroratccl by rhc discussiott

prccccl ing ir .  whcrc St. ( ircgorv is relat irrg how (lod cnclorvcd nrln wirh thc rrtr i l r-

utcs o[anirnuls "by thccxcrcisc of His forcknorvlcdgc" c' f  thc f i l l  ( ibid. 17.4).
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both clecay and discnscs, nnrl rhe rveeds rhcmselvcs, appcarcd lficr rhc
altcrarion of thc clrth fbllowing thc firll ofrlln, as onc oughr ro con-
clude frorrr rhc rvords ol'(iod ro Aclam as hc w:rs bcinq cxilcd frorrr
I)rrrrdise: "'fhorns and thisrlcs shall ir Irhc urouncl] bring fbrtir ro
rhcc" ((lcn. .1: I tl). According ro irs crcariorr, rhere w.ls on ir only rhc
splcndid, only thc rvholcsomc, rlrcre w:rs only rlrrr rvhich was suitablc'
firr rhc inrnrorral rncl lrlessed lilc of irs inhabiranrs. (lhanges in rhe
wc.rther did rror cxist: ir was continu:llly rhc r1n1c-1hg nrost clcrrr
rrtrd fivorable. I hcrc rvcrc no rrins. A spring carnc firrth fronr rhc
errth and wrtcred its fircc ((ien. 2:5-6, Scpturgint). ' l 'hc bcasts rncl
othcr arrimxls livccl in perfecr h,trnrony anrorrg rhenrsclvcs, nt>urislr,
ins rhemsclvcs orr  p lanr l i f i '  ( ( icn.  l : - )0) . ( '

Fr. Seraphim Rose, who exrcnsivcly rcs€arched rhe l)arrisric tcrrch-
ing on thc condition ol crc:rrion befbre the fil l, statcd along wirh St.
Ignrtius that we do rrot know "precisely what rhis srare was and thaf ir
is  "very nryster ious to us who I ivc enr i re ly in corrupt ion."  " l r  is
cnough," hc wrotc, "fbr us to know that Paradise, and rhe srate of thc
wlrole creation bcfbre thc fhll of Adam, was quire cliffcrenr fionr rvhlr
wc know now."'"

A similrr obscrvarion was nrade cirrlier in rhc rwcntierh century by
Sr. Barsanuphius of C)ptina Monasrery in l{rrssia. Oncc, whcn stand-
ing befbre a wintlow ar nilihr, St. llarsanuphiLrs pointed ro rhe rnoon
rncl saicl to his disciplc (the futurc F)ldcr Nikon):

l-urk-whar ir picturel. .. I his is lcfr ro us as :l consollrion. lr'.s rro
wondcr thrt thc l)rophcr David srid. "'l horr hrs gladclcncd mc, ()

l-ord, by 'l 'hy rvorks" (l 's. 9l:3). "'l 'hou hrs ghddened tuc." he says,
alrhouglr this is only rr hinr ofrhar rvonclrous bclutv. irrconrprchcnsi-
blc ro hurrrln rhoughr, which rvas originally crcirtccl. Vc doni knou,

i- Sr. Ignrrirrs lJri lnchlninov, Honily ot rtrlr lr ( in Russian) (Moscorv:
2{)0l) .  p.  19.

rx Fr. Ser:tlrhinr fLose, (, i 'rrrlr. ()tatiott ttd Drly tl l ,ot, pp.41i,.\29.

(l l l [AI lr.t) lN INCORIiLJP I I()N

what kind of nroorr t lrere wrs therr, whar kind of sLrn, whar kind of

l ight . . . .  Al l  of  rh is chanqcd af ier  thc l i l l . ' ' '

Ar  anothcr t imc St.  Brrrsanuphius rold his spir i ru i r l  chi ldrerr  that  we

see onlv "fiagrne nrs" of thc original, incorrupt cosnros-rl cosnros thtr

has bee n shatte red bec:ruse of mirn'.s sin:

-l-hc clrrh is r placc of lranishmerrt, ofcxilc. l]or criminal ucts pcoplc

rrc condenrncd ro hrrld labor-onc fbr rrvclvc lerrs. onc fbr f ifrccn
ye:tts, rnd lnothcr pcrrnancntl ' ' ,  trnri l dcath. l lc roo arc guilrvl wc

hrvc sinned lrcfbre thc Lord, ancl wc'rc condcmnccl ro banishnrcrrr.

to hlrd labor'. Btrt thc [.ord is so cndlcsslv loving rhar c,, 'cn in rhis

place of banishrrcnt l- lc hrs lcfi us nrrrch bcltrry, nranv delighrs rrnd

consolrrtions, rvhich lre cspcciallv undcrsrood bv arristically sensrrrre

tcmpcrr[lcnts. ' l  hc beaurif l l  rhings of rhis world lrc onh, hinrs of

thrtt bclrrry rvith whiclr thc l irst-crcatcd world rvrrs fi l lcd, us Acl;rrn

:rrrcl F-vc saw ir. ' l 'hrt beauty w:rs dcstrovcd bv rhc sin oirhe firsr Pco-

Plc
lntagine a marvclous staruc by a grcat nrlstcr-and sudclcnlr',

l ikc a rhundcrbol t ,  sonrconc snrrshcs i r .  Whar wi l l  rcmain of  i r?

Fragmenrs. \(c cln pick thcm up; wc cirn sclrch our the ncck, l por-

r ion of  ln arm, or thc facc.  Indicat ions of  rhc bclury of  rhc l incs arc

preservecl in rhesc sep:rrarc fragnrcnts, bur thcv no longcr producc

ftrr trs thc fbrmcr harnronl,. rhc fbrnrer wholcness and bclury. I 'hus

;rlso tl icl thc f:rl l  into sirr of thc flrsr pcoplc <lesrrov rhc bcrrtrt l, of
(lod'.s world, arrcl thcrc rcnnin to us orrlv fr:rgnrcnts ot ir by rvhich

u'c nrlv jrrclgc conccrning thc prinror<lial bcaurv.""

As lrr. Scraphim l{ose pointed out, thc nrlture of rhe flrsr-crearcd

world cannot lrc invcstiglted without rhe aid of [)ivirre revclrrion, f irr rr

'') Victrrr r\firrrrsicr'. I:.//tr I),trvnupl,iut ol O2ritu ll'fu,int, (l:rlil.: St. []crnrun ol'
Alasku lJrorhclhrxrcl. 2(X)0), p. 180.

""  lb id. .  p.  4 611.

Jo
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di f fcrent " law ofnature" ( in rhc worcls ofSt.  Synreon rhc New Theolo-

gian) existcd beforc thc fhll, and it is vcry likcly that evetr the tratttrc of

m.rrre r was difhrenr.t' ' "I'hc incorruprion of the f.irst-crcntcd worlcl,"

he wroIc,

is beyond the cornpctencc oflnaturrl] scicncc ro invcstiglrc.... T lrrrl

l,ou, do ur hnou' tn_ytltitrg at I tbort iri ObvioLrslv, bcc.ttrsc Clod hrs

revcalcd somcthing of it ro us throtrgh rhe Srcretl Scri;tturc. Iltrr wc

know, also, ... that (locl has rcvealcd sonrcthing bcsidcs rvhat is irt

rhe Scr iprurcs. . . .  St .  ( i rcgory ofSinr i  ud orhcr Holy Frthcrs ofrhc

highcst spirittral lifc behclcl the first-crcated world in rhc *rre ol Di-

t,ittc uisiort lAeopia), which is beyond all n:rrurrl l<norvlcclgc."l

Howevcr we may reSlard thc flrst-crcated world whcther we call it
"incorrupt" (as do rrrlny Fathers) or "nrade betwccn corruptiolr lnd

incorrupt ion" ( in the phrase ofSt.  ( i regory of  Sinai)  wc can siry for

cerrain rhat thc condition of rhe "very goocl" ((icn. I :.31 ) prelapsarian

world as rcvealecl in rlic Holy Scriptures and in the rcusennrs patrun is

11,,/ rhc sanlc as whrt natural scientists study in thc fbssil rccorcl, which

is a record ofsuflcring, violence, ancl blootlshcdl of animals tlevouritts

r-ach othen ofplant and aninral tliscrse; ofthe dearhs ofall kincls of liv-

ing rhings, including nr,rn;  and, f inal ly,  of  thc c lccey (corrupr ion) of

borh plants and animals.  Accorcl ing to the Scr iptural /Patr ist ic te:rching

on prelapsariirn incorruption, thcn, thc fossil record rnust be placcd,

historically, ay'rr the f.rrll of men.

Man\ (.)nlliry to Daifi tfu Cosmos

Alrhough tlre flrst-crearecl worltl wls nracle incorrupt in rhc tregin-

ning as w:rs man, ir was-agein like rrran not crcatcd in its final and

"l lrr. Scrrlrhinr llosc, (i'rtr'.ri, (.lruttiott,url l')rly Mrn,
rlrc Ncu f-hcoltrgirrn. I ir ir-()attul t l lrr, pp tt l t i .1.

"r [:f. Scr:rl)lrifn llrrrc, (,i'rrrTlr, (.)n'atiort,twl Drtl.t' il'lan,

pp. 4l  5,  . j29.  St .  Svnrcon

pp.4l l t .4 l5-16.

(]REATIII) IN INCoRRLJP-I'IoN

pcrfected state. Since the visible crearion was made for man, according
to Cod'.s ecorromy it was through man that the creation was to reach
this f inal  condir ion.  lbssessing both bocly and soul ,  man was the l ink
bcrween thc or ig inal ly incorrupr nrarer ia l  vvor l t l  ancl  rhe noer ic,
spiritual world of thc angcls. As hc bccrrnc spirirualizrcl :rncl divinized
by drawing closer to (lod, man was to lead all of crearion into such ,r
contlition as well. St. Maxirnus rhe (lonfessor writes conccrning rhis
or ie inal  cal l ing of  man:

'fhrough rr li lc idcnrical in cvcrv w:ry rhrough virtuc' rl,ith rhat of rhe
,tngcls, so fir ls thrrt is possiblc ro humun bcings, nrarr rrrrirc's hc:rven
and crr th.  nr : rk ing rhc rvholc ofsensiblc crcer ion onc rv i rh i rscl f . rn. l
tunclivirlcd, nor sepirilrcd locllly tiorl hirn :rr ll l irr lnv of irs clirncn-
sions, sincc nran lrecorncs ls subtlc ls sPirit lrrd is no longcr ticcl to
earth by any bodi ly wcight. ' "

Hlv ing thus uni ted the whole ofcreat ion,  nran was cal lcd "ro unirc,
tlrrough lovc, crcarcd nrrurc wirh Uncrelrecl Narurc ... showing thcnr
to bc onc ancl the same rhrough the posscssion of grace, rhe wholc of
creat ion being whol ly pcnerreted by the whole of( lod."" '

Summlr iz ing rhis te:rching of  St .  Mlxinrus,  Vlecl imir  l -ossky
wri tes:

It rvls thc [)ivinclv rppoirrtcd firnction of rhc firsr nran, rccording
ro Sr.  Maxinrus,  to unirc i r r  h inrsel f  rhe rvholc of 'crcatcd bcing; and

" !St .  l \ { r r intLrs thc ( i r r r fcrsor.  Artbis uD 4l :  I ' ( l  9 l : l . l { )51) l . l { ) l lAr cf .  l .outh,
L'l,txinnt tlv Oofiusor, 1t. l5ll; Ncllus, I)ufiurion ir Olrit pt. 212. lr is clcer lionr
thc con(cxt  rhar St.  Maxinrtrs is spcuking hcrc of  rhc or ig i r r r r l  r . r l l ing ol  nun, srncc
rhis prtssitgc fi l ls rvirhiu un exposirion on nnn'.s crcurion, inrrinsic purposc. f i l lcn
srltc, rnd srlvlt ion by Ohrist. SLrch is t lrc intcrprcrlrion ol rhis plssegc givcn bv
Vlrcf inrir Losskv h I/n: M.yttitt/ llrulogy ol rlt lixtcnt Cbucb (l.ondon: .lrnrcs
(llarkc & (ir., 1957r rcprinr, (lresru,rxxl, Ncn Vrrk: Sr. Vl.rdinrirls Scnrinulv l\.css,
1997),  pp.  109-10, quorcd in p.rr t  [>cl<rw

" '  lb i t l . ;  I ' ( i  ( ) f :1. ]08l l r  c l .  Ncl les,  1)r ' l l i r iara n i t  ( . | f i t ,  p.2l \  .
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i lt thc \xnlc tinrc to rclch lris pcrfcct ttniorr with (lo<l antl rhus

l l rx | l r  r l lc  st . r tc,r f  c lc i f lc l t ion to t l ]c  wholc crcat iou. . . .  l \4 ln had

onlv ro give hinrscl l  to Hinr lGodl  i t r  : t  conrpletc lbandotrnrcnt of

Iovc. ,rnrl (hus return to Him thc rvholc crclred ttnivcrsc glt lrcrcrl

r()gcthcr irr his orvn being. (lod Hinisclf rvould rhcn in l- l is turn

havc givcn Hirrrsclf ro nr.ln, who would rhctr. in virtue of rhis gift,

thar is ro sly bv gritcc, posscss all that Ood posscsscs bv natttrc ' l  lrc

dcific:rt ion of men rncl of the rvholc crcatctl ttniverse wotrld rhtrs bc

rcco nr plishcd."'

IV.  Tne Errecrs oF rHE FALL oN MAN

'l-he ()trraption of Hurnan Mrntrc

Such wrs man'.s lofry original calling. Bur as wc all know and t:xpc-

ricnce evcry da1', the first nran fell fronr this statc and brought hirlsclf

and al l  of  creir t ion into a statc ofcorrupr iotr  and dearh.  ln partaking of

thc fruit that God h,rd lorbidden him to cat, In:rn actcd in I w:tv con-

rrary to his own natrlrc, which had bccn crcated "very'gootl" by Gocl.

As Sr.  Muimus wri tcs:

[Jut mrn di<l not nrovc lround rlrc Unntovctl-l nrcan God-as his

orvn principlc in the rvly tlnt hc rv,rs n,ttttrll l; 'crcarcd to.lo; but o[

his orvn frcc will, scnsclcssly rrnd in :t nrlnncr corltrrlt\/ to nltttrc, he

nrovcd around thc rhings bclow hint, ovcr which he ha.l bccn ap-

pointcd bv (locl to rulc.""

t'\ Lossk,r', 
'll.ystic,tl 

I lttologv, pyt. 109-10. Scc rrlso Ncllts. l)rification in (lttisr' p1t.

i4,57, ) l)  l -1. 2l9r St. Mrt irnus thc ( lonlcssor, Aubisunt 41, in l-otrth, l l i -r i rrrr. '

r/u, (.infiixtt: p. | 58.
r" 'St. N' lexinrrrs thc ( lonfcssor, Anbiguunt 4lr in Nclhs, I) t i f i tdt iott  iu ( l lnist.  yt.

2 l  3.

( l l { l l -AI  t lD IN IN( l ( )Rl{ t lP ' , l  l ( )N

Wirh thc entrartce of sin rhrough thc fiee decision of Ad:rm rnd

l-vc, hrrnrln n:rtlrre becrlmc corrtlPted. St. (lvril ofAlexandril rvritss of

rhis es fb l lows:

'l 'hc fbrcirrhcr IAd.rm], try rreglcctitrg rhc conrIrlindnrcut givcn lrinr,

srruck out lg:rinst (iocl ltrd subnrirrccl hinrsclf to thc cflccrs of Di-

vinc wmth:" fbr hc slippecl .lown int,r cottrtption. 'l 'hctr w:rs sin :rlso

drivcn into thc nilture ,lf nr.tn: thus ' ittrtnv rvcte ntatlc sinncrs

( lLonr.  5:19),  t l r . r t  is ,  thosc throughortr  , r l l  thc carth. . . .  lhcl tcc-

firrrv;rrcl plclsurcs ancl f i lrhincss inv,rdcd thc tt,rrrtrc t,f thc flcsh. ancl

rhcre lrosc tlrcn the s:tvrtgc l lq' in our l l lcl l lbers. ()ur naturc thus l lc-

c,rrrr. 'cl iscased bv sin rhrotrgh the disotreclicncc ofonc, rhrt is' of

Adrrnr. HcnCc all rvcrc nradc sinncrs. n,rt J\ i(Ftr.ln\8[('\ror\ \\, i th

Adanr (fol rhcy did not vct cxist thcn), [.rut becirttsc rhcv wcre of his

naturc,  wlr ich hat l  f i r l lcn utrc ler  thc l lw ofs in, . . .  l t r  At l lnr  ht tnr i rn

n:rrurc bccrnl( sick rvith corrtrPtiorr througlr clisotrcdicncc' lnd

thcrcforc thc passiotrs entcrcd in."n

Ar the fh l l ,  Adanr and F.vc: tct lu i red a tendcttcy or incl in l t ion to-

ward s in,  ant l  a l l  rheir  t lescendants inhcr i tet l  t l rat  incl inat iotr .  ln rhc

"  l )uc to contnron nr isconcept ions ct t t t t t rn i t rg thc l l ib l ic , r l  tc lnr  "ur l t l t  of( l<t l '

( johrr . l ;36.  l lorn.  l : l l l .  |ph.  5:( ' ,  t rc.) , . t  c l l r i fv ing notc nt i tv bc in ort lcr  hcre.  Ac-

colding to thc tcrchirtg of thc l i rr thcls, r 'ctcrcnccs to ( irr t ls rvr l th rhotr ld rr,rr bc rrn'

t lcrstrxrd in : tn i tnthroponrorphie scnsc. Sl. .John ( lhrvsostonr cxpleirts: \Vherr votr

heer'*rrrds srrch es anqcr' , tn. l  rvret l i  u"cd i t t  rcl l t ion to ( locl,  Llo l l ( t l  sl tPP(x( t l lcrc

is:rnvthing httnrrn nrcent i tr  thcnt.. . .  Scripttrrc sit ls ( iocl 
Ects rtngr\r.  not i l t tr ibtrt i r lg

p.rssiorr to Hinr. btrt  erPrcssing, I ty this Lrrrgrng. Hir Ptrnisl t i r t l l  lct iorr '  ,rn. l  nt, tkirr{

en irnprcssion trn. lcnsc nt,tn (St. lohrt ( ihrvsostorr, I loni lv ott  l ' i t ln ( ' .  Honil . l 'on

t\aln 1,1; l ' ( ' '  55:7l l ] ,  l90l|  cl . .  i le n, ( )orn rwttt ,rry ott  t l t t  l \ t lut vol l  I l ] rrxrkl inc'

lVass.:  Holy ( l ross ()r thodox l ) rcss,  l99l t l ,  pp.95,266).
t ' t  Sr. ( lvr i l  ol  Alcxendri l ,  ( . i trr t  t t tottu r.y ott  l?on,rui 5: l l l  1n I ' ( i  74:7lt l t( l  7l l ' ) l l r

cf.  fohn S. l{onr:rnit lcs, I l r  Annstnt l  . \ l rr  ( l l idgcwood, N.l . :  Zcphvr.2(X)l) pP

.33 .14: Vlrrdirnir lvloss, / l ,r  l t lytury ol l i funptir ,  ( [ ]nsl.rnd: St. Miclrrtcls I ' rcss.

2(X)4).  pp.  I  l . l  14.
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words of St. (iregory Palamas, "Vhcn Adam lell by rurning aside from
gootl to evil, no onc rernained li.e., among his descendants] who was
not inclinecl to cvil. "t"'

Tbe Los oJ'Grnct: Spirimal Deatlt

Because of rhe corruption of his nature at rhe fall, man losr thc
gracc in which lre had been crc.irted. He became separared from God.
(lrace was now fbreign to his narure, and so it dicl not dwell rvithin
hin.r rs ir had befbrc. As Vlaciimir Lossky expleins:

' l 'hcrc is no longcr l place fbr uncrcatcd gracc in a pervertcd nirrurc
rvhcrc, according ro Sr. Crcgorv of Nyssn, the nrind l ike r nrrrror
turncd rbour, insrcad of rcflccringi (iod, receivcs inro itsclf rhc inralie
of fbrmless mlrrcr, whcrc rhc passions overrhror.r,thc original hicrar-

chy of rhe lrunran bcing. '[ 'hc deprivlrion ofgracc is nor rhc ciluse,
but r:rther rhc conscquencc ofthc decadcnce ofour narurc. Man hls
obsrructcd the ficulty in hinrsclf krr communion with God, has
closcd up rhc way bv *hich grrce should hrvc pourcd oLrt rhrough
Him inro rhe whole crcat ion.

St. John Danrascenc. who as wc have seen said rhat nran was
"wrrrpped abour" with (iod'.s grrrce at his crcation, says larer in the samc
work that man wils "srripped of grace" at the fir l l :

And so, man succumbcd ro thc assaulr ol 'rhe dcnron, thc aurhor of
cvil; hc failcd ro kcep rhc Crc:rror'.s conrnr:rndrncnr lnd rvls srrippcd
of gncc and deprivcd of rhat f inri l iariry which hc had cnjoyed wirh
( locl. 

-l

(" 'St. (ircgory l)ir l irm:rs, Horii[, l6.l lr in idcnr, l]ouil iu, vol. I (Sorrrh (l lrnaan,
l)a.: Sr. -l ikhon\ Scnrinrrv Prcss. 2t)02), p. l8(r.

-I' Losskv. Myttital llrologv 1t. l-12. (lf. Sr. (ircgorl of Nyssn, Ou rbe lValtirtg of'
t r lan l ) .10;  Nl 'NF.2nd Scr ics,  vol .5,  p.  - )99.-l St. Jolrrr l)rnr:rsccnc. I:)xtct l irposition .\.1; I;O, vol. -17, p. -267.

(llLt'-A l tr-t) lN IN(pRltUP l l()N

St. Gregory l)alanras calls fbrth thc same imirfle:

Ilcfirlc thc t ransgrcssion, r\d:tnt shlrccl in th is [ )ivinc illLrminirtiotr ,tnrl

brill iucc. Hc w.rs clothcd in thc true robc of ii lorv rtn,'l *':rs t'tot trrked'

nor rvns he uglv in his Irlkedncss, bttr rvls trult'ttnspcaklblr'trctcr

ad,rrrre.l th,ur rhosc rvho rvqrr clildctrrs enrbellishc.l rvith mLrch goltl

ancl prccious stotrcs.. .. ( )ttr hunratr ttltttrc rv:rs strippcd ol rhis [)ivinc

illLrnrinrttion lrr.l racliltrce as,t rcsttlt ofthc ttgly r r,rtrslircss iotr ' ' l

This 's t r ipping of  gracc" cotrst i tutcd a k i r r t l  of  spir i tual  c lcath i r l

flrst-crcltecl man. In thc lrrxrk of Ccrrcsis, (]od told Acl:rnr: "()f thc

rrce ofthc kno\\'lcdgc ofgoocl antl evil thott shllt tlot car: fbr in rhc dxv

th:rr  r l rou catcst  thcrcof thou sl ia l t  surclv dic"  ( ( len.  2:17).  ln fact '

Adanr did nor phvsict l l ) 'd ic on thc dav he l tc f ror l  rhc t rcc.  Accordi t rg

ro [)arristic teaching, httwcvcr, (iod'.s words wcrc trtle: Adanr /lzlrlic on

rhc dav he atc thc fiuir. Hc expcricnccd rp iritunldealh thc dcath of his

soul. As St. (iregory l'alamas wrrtes:

It was indccd Adrrn'.s stttrl thar dietl bv bcconring through his tritns-

grcssiott scparltctl frotn (iotl; firr botlily hc cotrtinttctl to livc :rficr

rlrar rirne. cvcn lirr Irinc httnclrccl :tnd thirty yclrs. '

Lllscwhcrc St. (iregory l)allmls cxpoulrds firrthcr on what is tncant

by thc dcath of  the soul :

'l 'hc dcath of thc soLrl is rvhcn (jocl lclvcs rhe soul itrrd is seP:lrltcd

fionr it, although in atrorher w.ry', thc sottl renraitrs inrnrortll. Orrcc

' ' :Sr.  ( i rcsory I ' r l . tnrrs,  Hal t r ly  16.. \9,h Honi l i ts  vol  l ,p 207. SccSt.John
(lhlysosronr, l lotnil i t on (btais 16.14 (lr(1, vol. 74. P. 216)' rvhcrc it is,rlso seid

thlt nrrn rvus 'srrippcd of gncc" at rhc frl l
I Sr. (ircgtrrv l).rlrnrls, 7,, rltt lvlot l?nu'rtnl Nuu Xain 9. io I'hilulalia, vol 4' p.

21Xr; cf. idcnr. l 'rttt ir on tfu Spiritual I ' i l i  ( lVlirrrrcepolis: l. ighr .rnd l. ifc. 1995). p

40.
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scparltcd frorrr (lotl ir bccomcs nrorc uglv and uselcss than a dcird
boclr,, bLrr unlikc srrch r trody ir t locs nor disintcgrarc lf icr dc:rrh
sincc i t  is  nor conrposi te. ' '

' l  l rc dcrr th ofrhc soul  rhar nr ln suf lcred ar thc fa l l  d id nor,  how-
o'cr, dcsrroy,thc inrirgc of'(]od in hinr. St. (iregory Palamas writes tlr:rt
t lrc hunr:rn sorrl

posscsscs rhc irnlge of(lod inrl ienlblv, cvcrr if ir cloes rror r.ccognizc irs
orvn digniry, or rh ink lnd l ivc in u nranncr rvorrhy ol rhc (lrcaror'.s inr-
agc wirhin ir. Aficr orrr f irrcfathcrls transgrcssiorr in I)lradisc throtrglr
t ltc rrcc, rvc sufJcrccl thc dcarh of orrr soLrl-which is rhe sc'prrr:rrion of
thc soul fronr (iorl-prior ro our bocli lv dc:rrh; ycr alrhough wc casr
:rwiry our divirrc l ikcncss, wc clid nor losc our divinc imagc. i

Pllysiu Sufcring, Dcath, nnd [,trut1

At the f;rl l , n:r..n's s?iritudl death-which is the seprrarion of the
souf fiom God-nraclc lrinr, in rr:rn, su\lcct rc physical death-which
is rhe scpararion of the soul fronr thc body. St. (;regory Palanras wrires
of th is as fbllows:

'l hc dcarh, lrorvevcr, rhur bcfc'll rhe soul l)ccruse ofrhc rransgrcssi,.rn
not only cripplccl the soul and nrrclc nran accurscd; it also rendereq
thc botlv itsclfsubjcct to firtiguc, suflcring, rrrd corrupribiliry,.ud fi-
nallv hlndecl it over ro dcarh.-"

Sr. Synrcon rhe New -l-hcologian likewisc clraws rhe connccrion bc-
twcen thc "srrippin€1" ofgrlcc rhat occurretl ar thc Fall end rnan'.s bcing
nraclc subject ro botlily death. At thc fall, he says,

- ' Sr. (ircgorv I ' l lanras, ly'orrl ly 16.7;it Llotti l ia, vol. l. p. 184.
i Sr. (iregrrrv l':,rlant.ts, lb2ics of Natuntl atd l ltological Scit,ttcc 39: in trhilokalia,

vol .  4.  p. .1(r3.
r'5t. (ircgorv l>dtntts, l i  tht t l |oit l?to.enl Nun Xcuit l0;i t)bihka! ,vol.4,1t.

196.

(l lLl|Al Et) IN IN(]OI{RUP f ION

inrnrcdiarclr,, he [Adam] rvrs strippcd of his incorrupri[.r lr vcsturc

and glon', lnd clothed u,ith thc n:rkcdnc-ss of rrrort.rl i ty. On sceing

hirlsclf nakcd, hc hid hirnsclf and served together tig lcavcs ro wr:rp

around his waist  in ordel  to hidc his shamc (( icn.  . ) :7) . - '

St. Maxinrus explic:rtcs this teaching as fir l lows:

In nor rv ishing to bc nour ished bv Hinr IGodl ,  the f i rsr  nran r ighr lv

fcll away fronr thc [)ivine l if i ' , :rnd took dcarh as rnorhcr parcrrr. Ac-

cordinglv hc pur on hinrsclf thc irrlr ional f irrnr, rrnd trl:rckcncd rhe

inconceivable beaury of the [)ivinc, and dclivcrcd ovcr rhc wholc of

narurc as fbod fbr dcath. Dearh is l iving on this throueh the rvhole of

this tcmporal pcriod, nraking us his fixrd. *

As indicated in the passage of St. (iregory Pll lnras quotcd above,

physical pain and fhriguc wcrc inrroducccl inro hurnan cxperience ro-

gether with bodily dcath. Vc find rhis cxprcssccl in thc Gcncsis rrc-

count, in the senterrce rhat (lod pronounccs on Adnm and Flvc aficr

their  f i l l .  Addressing Eve, ( lod sxvs:  " l  wi l l  grear ly nrulr ip ly rhv pain
and thy groaningi  in pain thou sh:r l t  br ing fbr th chi ldren";  . rnd ro
Adam He says: "Cursed is the earth in thy labors; in toil shalt rhou eat
of  i t  a l l  thc days ofrhy l i fe. . . .  ln the sweat of  thy facc shir l t  thou eer
brcad, til l thou return unto thc cerrh our ofwhich rhou rvlsr rirkcn: fi)r
e i r r th thou art ,  i tnd unro carth shal t  thorr  rctLrrn" (( lcn.3: l ( r -17,  l9) .

It will be remembered that, befbre the irll, nrrrn was givcn ro cxPsli-
cncc pleasurc in God, cverr rhrough scnsorv rhings, brrr his cxistcncc
kncw no pain.  According rc rhe tcachin! !  of  St .  Maxinrrrs,  when nr ln
nrisusecl lris capacitv fbr pleasurc bv nraking scnsiblc rhings rhc objccr of
his desirc, Gocl providcntially affixcd physical pain to sensitrlc plcrsLrrc:

-- St. Svmcon rht- Nov l  hcologirnt,  I :r l , i .nl  l ) inolt tr t !  l .2r in i t lcnr. (h t fu t \ l .1,t t i -

ul Li l i ,  vol.  l .  p. 27.
'r St. ,Vlaxinrrrs tlrc ()onfcssor, Anbiryunr l0; in l-outh. I/rrw aus t/,t (.,ttt/is'or, 

1t1t.
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r9Irt



l- l lE oKf l l()t)ox \f l()Rf)

Bec:rusc irrational ple:rsure entcred hrrnr,rn nrturc. pr,rin cnt. 'red our

trltturc oPposirc tlr is Plclsrrrc irr accordlnce with rcas()n.. . . l ior eYcry

sufl i 'r ' ing, eflcctivcly h:rving plclsurc as its primlry causc, is c;urte

rr.rtrrr:rl lr ' , in view ol its c:rusc, :r pcn:rlty exactcd fionr all who shlrc in

hrtrrr , tn r l t t r t  rc.  - '

I- lscwhcrc, Sr. M;rxinrLrs obscrvcs thrrt, in hcing givcn ovcr to phvs-

ical pain and dcath, fallcn man has also bccn given ovcr to physical cor-

nrptiorl or decay aFter dcath:

God, at the very rnoment humarrity fcll . .. gavc the boclv the capac-

in ro sufl ir, undetgo corrrrpriorr, and be wholly dissolvcd as rvas

cvinccd when (iod covcrcd the body with girrmerrts ol 'skin.s"

'l'he Chnnge in Mani Physiutl Condition
'Whe n man fell from his original stare of iucorruption, his body be-

came more grossly mrterial. In the words of Sr. John Drmascenc, :rftcr
the primordial trans€iression

lmanl rvas clorhccl with thc roughncss of rhis rvretched lit i '-fbr thlt

is what the fig leaves signi!-an<J put on dearh, rhar is ro sry, rhc'

morraliry and rhc grossncss of rhc flcsh-fbr rhis is rvhirt rhc l larnrcnr
ofskins significslsr hc was cxcludcd fion.r Plrrdisc bv rhc lusr jude-

- ' )  
St. Mrximus thc Confcssor,,4zl Thahstiun 6l;  in i<icrrr,  Oa tb ( irnic Myro1,,

p. l32; cf. i'Jcn, Vuious li'xtt tn I bcohgy, tlr Divi* hotottt.y, dtrl l'ituc,tnl l"itc

4.33 35, Phi lohaltu, vol.  -2, p. 244.
r0 St. Maxinrrrs thc ( ionlcssor, ,4lr lrgxnn 8; i t  Ou tfu ()tnit  Ll1,trry, p.76.
3l Vhi lc St.. lohn l)entrtsccnc hcrc gives r l igurtr ivc intcrprct l t ion ofthe l lc lcavcs

;rnd g;rrncnts ofskin nrcntioncd in I lolv Scriprrrrc (( len, 3:7. 2l).  othcr Holv [ : :r-

thcrs givc l  l i tcral inrcrprclrt ion of thcm (as in rhc abovc cpotation ofSt. Svrrrcon on

rhc f ig lclvcs, and irr rhc f ir l lowing rprorrr ion ofSr. lohrr ( lhrvsostonr on thc ger'-

rncrrts ofskin). Fr. Seraphinr l{osc, in his book Gcxuu. Crettion anl l rly l\lan (p;t.

l l4 l lu), dcnronsrmtcs thet tht Holv lr l thers ofJcrcrl  trorh l i tcrel errr l  synrtrol ic

(]REATF,D IN INCORRUP'f ION

rrcnt ofGod; and was condemnccl ro dcarh :rnd nradc subjccr ro cor-

rupt ion.s j

In such r condition ofbearing "grosser" or "denser" f lesh, nr:rn [rc-

c:rnre subject not only to pain, death and corruption, but ir lso to thc

bodily needs we know today. St. John Chrysostom wrires:

-fhe loving Goc{, whcn thcy IAd:rm antl L-vc] rendcrccl rhcmsclves

tunrvorthy of that gleaming and rcsplendcnr vcsrurc in which rhey

wcrc irdorncd and which ensured rlrcm aglinst bodilv ncctls,

stripped them of all that glorv and cnjovment rhcy werc parrakcrs of

bcfbrc rhat rcrriblc fall. Hc showecl them great pitv and had mcrcv

on their f lr l l : sccing them covcrcd in confirsiorr ancl ignoranr ofwhar

to do ro avoicl bcing n:rkcd lnd lccling ashanrecl, He nrakcs garmcnts

ofskin for  thcm ancl  c lothes thcm in rhem.n'

And again:

Vhcn He [Gocl] renderecl thenr l iable to bodily rrcccssirics for rhc

futurc, stripping thcnr ofrhc angclic rvay ofl i lc'.rntl irs f it 'cdonr fronr

suffcring, Hc l lrcr lrrlngcd firr clorhcs lor hLrnran bcings otrt of

shcep'.s f leecc.' l

In anorher place St. Chrysostom goes so far as ro sry rhat God "rc-

f 'ashioned" mxn'., i body at the fi l l  to accord with its new condition and

needs:

interprctarions of cert,r io clcnrents in the ( lcncsis i tccount without secing thc rrvo ,rs

nrurul l ly cxclrrsivc. At r inrcs thc sirnrc F:rrfrcr wi l l  of lcr both kinds of- intcrprcr.rrron

whcrr disctrssing the slmc elcnrcnt in rhc narrat ive. ls Sr. ( ircgorl of Nvssr t locs
whcn speaking of rhe girmcnrs of skin (see his Or Virginity I  2 lor thc l i terel intcr-

preretion,;rn<1 hisOreat ()td snI fbr thc f igurl t ivc).
3r Sr. . lohn [) irnrascenc, l lxaLt Exposit iort J. l  :  F(],  vol.  .17. p. 2(r7.
3r Sr.. fohn ( lhrysosrom, I lomil ics on Ocnsis 18.3. 1:(1. vol.  8J. p. 5.
3r lb id.  l l l .5r  p.  6.
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Fronr thc lhurnlnl bodv it is casy to scc much ofthe l)ivine provt-
dcnce, not only bcc,ruse l' lc nraclc it lt flrst bcttcr rhln it is ar pres-
cnt, nor bccausc cvcn now Hc lus rcfashioncd (p,e"rcarceiaatv\ ft f<tr
,r usc'fil purpose, but also beclusc' He will rlisc ir irgrin to muctr

grcater gloryt'

In rhe same honrily, rvhcn tliscussing thc workings of thc human cyc,
Sr. Ohrysostorn writcs that tcars:lre a postlapsarian finction.n" Frorl
whlt has becn said errlier, rhis nriry bc seen ro havc parlllels in other
orgxns as wcll, fbr acconling ro the Holy Fathcrs othcr bodily firnc-
tions rhat arc now considered "natural" tlrc ernission of secd, the
voiding of wastc-wcrc not cxcrcisccl by nran bcfirre rhe frrll.

Sexutl Procrcatiott

In thc prcvai l ing v iew of thc Holy Fathers,  rmons thc bodi ly nceds
tlrlt nr:rn lcquircd at rhc f.il l wls thc neccl to procrciltc sexually.'-' l 'hLrs,
Sr.  Athanasius thc ( i rcat  wr i tcs in his interpretet ion of  [ )salnr 50:5
("For,  hehold,  I  was conccived in in ic lu i t ies,  ancl  in s ins did my mothcr

desire rnc"):

'l hc originll inrcntion of(iod rvas fbr us to gcncrlte not br, rrrarri.rlic
lntl corruption. Rrrt thc transgrcssion o1-thc conrnrlnrln.'nt inrro-

" '  St . .John ( lhrvsostonr.  On l t r ' . \mrrcs I  l . . i ;  P( i  49:  l25r c l .  Nl)N|,  tst  Ser ics,  r r r l .

9. p. 4l(r.  Scc Ncl l .rs, /)r ' l / r ' r ' , r t laa ir  ( . lhr i tr .  
1' .74.

r"  Ib ic l .  I l :3;  I ' ( l  49: l l2rct .Nl)NIr lsrScr ics.vol . ' ) .p.4l4.SecNcl lus.p.74
s- Accor<l ing ro Sts. Athlnusius thc ( irelt  ((. i r l r l rrrrr ary on l t  l \aln: l l )selnr 50:51,

src lrcfou ).  (  i rcgorl of Nvssrr (Ol t l t '  i l l , r l  iug ol Llar l7), Joh n ( ihrvsostom l( )u \ / i r-
qi iq l4-15J,l t l :rxinrrrs rhc ( irnf i 'ssLtr \ i lnl t ignun 4l) rnrl  John [) i tmasccnc ( l .rzrr

l i t :posit ior 4.24), i f  nr irrr h.rd not f i l lcn, ( locl rvoul<l hirvt cnrplovetl  :r  nreens o1 in-

crc:rsing thc htrnran racc othcr than scxrtal rcpro.luct ion. l i r  oLtr kn,rwlcdgc, rhc onlv

Holv Flthcr rvho hcld e contrery vieu' wes Blcsscd Atrgrrst inc of l l ip;ro. Blcssed Au-
gusrinc did rf l l rm rvirh al l  the orhcr l :arhcrs rhlt  Aclanr lncl F-r 'c <l icl  not hlvc.exuel

rcl,rr ions bcfirrc t l rc 1:r l l ;  hou'clcr, rccordinq to hirn rhis rvls cithcr lrccatnc thcr did

nor hrvc r inrc or bccuusc rhcv rvcre wuit ing l i rr  u spccif ic conrnrrnd l ionr ( ior l  (7/z'

Lirnl l,|utiru ol (i'ntiii\\ (.:it.t ol (ixl 14.26).

cRl iAl  l i t )  IN lNCoRRt.J l ' l ' loN

cltrccd marri:rge ot't lccottnt of rhc lawless ,tcr of Ad,trt. rhar is, the re-

jecrion of thc larv givcn hinr bv Clod. 'I 'hcrcfirre rl l  of rhosc born of

Adlnr arc "conccived in iniqLrirics," having fullcn utrcler thc conclcnr-

narion oI rhc forcfirthcr."n

l. ikewisc, St. John (ihrysostonr writes concerll ing (lcncsis 4:l:

"Now Adirnr kne*'I;.vc his wife." Considcr ruhcn this hrppc'nccl. Af'-

tc'r the disobcdicncc, afier thcir loss in thc (iarden, rhc'n it was that

thc prlcticc of intcrcottrsc hld its bcginning. Yort see, bcfirrc tlrcir

disobctl icncc thev fir l lorvccl .r l i lc l ikc thar of the rtngcls' rttcl t l tcrc

w:rs no nrcntion of itttcrcottrsc. How cotl lcl thcrc bc' u'hctr thcy wcrc

nor strbjcct t,r thc nccds of rhc bodvl"' '

Fllscwlrere the slnrc Saitrt cl ittror:trc-s on tlt is tcaching:

\Vhy did trrarri:rgc not:tppcar bcfirrc thc disobcdicnccl Why rvas

rhcrc no inrcrcoursc in l) itnttl isc? \Whv not the prirrs of childbirth bc-

firrc rhc curse? Bccausc at thar timc thcsc rhings rvcrc supcrfluous.
' l hc ttt 'ccssiry :trosc l lttct ltc,tttsc of our wcakncss, as clicl cit ics, lrts

antl skil ls (ai 4yv<t rl. rhc rvcarinli ol-clorhcs, rncl rl l  our othcr ntr-

ntcrous necds.""

T'lr Conditiott oJ'Mani Soul aJier Dcath

ln i rdt l i t ion to changing his spir i rur l  and phvsical  condir ion;r t rd
handing him over ro physicrll clcath lnd clecal" ntln\ flll into corrup-

riorr also detcrrninctl thc starc of his soul aficr cleath, ntaking it trneblc

sf St. Athan;rsius thc ( lrc:rt .  ( .r tr t tutnhtry t)D t l ' (  l )  lms ( l 'salnr 50:5)l  l ' ( i

)7:24IJC'D Ihis tcrrching ol st i \ therrasit ts rves letcr rcl tcl tct l  vcrb'rt inr bv St

Mrxinrrrs t l rc ( lonlcssol  i t r  h is ( ] rntrorrnnl  I )oubtsl  S (( l ( iS( i  l0: l -18 l9 l l98l l ) .
8')  Sr.J<rlrn ( lhrvsostt>nr, l loui l io on Gaurt l8 l)  FO vol l t2. p. l t) .

' " '  Sr. folrn ( lhrvs<rstonr. Ou l ' i ryint1' 15.2: l ' ( l  4l t :5441)-545A: cl.  On VirginitT

Atuiusr lltnrrri4e, p. 73.
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ro p:rrnke oferenral union wirh (;od. Adam hacl becn barred fronr para-

tlisc during his crrrhly lifL, ancl hc remained barrctl fiorn both l)aradisc
ancl  hcavcrr ; r f rcr  dcath.  Af ier  physical  dcarh,  the souls ofAdam, Evc,
rrnri ull rhcir posrcriry wcrrr down inro hldes, whcre rhey continuecl tcr
cxisr  in : r  sr : r tc of  spir i r t r l l  det th.  In thc.  words ofSt.  Grcgory l )a lanr: ts:

l '.vcn eficr dc:rrh our souls, lraving bccn dcscrtcd by (iod, fi ' l l ro his
lrhc dcvil'.sl lot and he draggcd thcnr dorvn ro hades, ancl shur thcnr
up in sccminelv incscapablc prisons."'

'l lrc Change in Humttn Nature
'With rnan'.s changc from incorrupribilitv ro corrupribiliry ar rhc

firll, ir may be said thar n "mutlrion" occurred in his nature. As Sc.
Maxirlus thr Confessor writes:

ln Adlnr, with his own act of fieely choosing cvil, rhc conrnron glorv
of hunran narurc, incorruprion, was robbcd-sirrcc (ioc1 judgcd thar
ir wirs nor righr fbr humaniry, having abused ficc choicc, to havc an
irrrnrortal  n i l rure. . . .  I ' l re dcviance of  f rec choice inrroduccd
plssibilirv,"r cornrgrtibility, and nrorralirv in Adanr'.s ruture.... F{ence

"r St. ( ircgory I)r lunr:rs, Horri ly 16.25: i t  Houil i ts, vol.  l .  p. l9(r.

" j  In rhis con(cxr, Sr. l r4rximus is spcaking of "passibi l i ry '  (169o9) in thc rcnsc of
sul lcr ing pein or rrndcrgoing changc-parriculurlv. dcgencrlt ivc clr.rngc. --rucn
passibi l i ry, bcing t icd ro corruprion, canrc into lrcing onl l ,at rhc f ir l l .  (Scc also p. 40
etrov<, rvhcrc St. Mirxinrus suys r lrar, et rhc f l l l ,  rhc humrn bodv acquircd 'r l rc caprc-
i ty to srrf lc 'r  l r i t  r inTerv), undcrgo corruprion, lnd bc whollv cl issolvcrl .") In othcr
pleccs, St. Mlxinrus spcrks of 'plssibi l i rv" in a di l lcrenr scrrsc, ls thc sr:rtc ofbcing
ectcd upon and bcing sutr jccr ro nrovcrrcnr. I)essibi l i ry in this sensc is u, i thour cor-
tu1'rt ion ancl cxisrcd in crclt ion cvcn befbrc rhc f ir l l .  Spaking ofsuch p:rssibi l i rv,
rvlr ich bclongs to "wharcver comcs in(o lrcing end is crc:rtct l ,  St. Maxinrus wrrrcs:
' ' ' l  hc plssibi l i rv spokcn of in this connccrion docs not refcr ro changc or corruprion
of onc.r porvcr; prssibi l i ry hcrc indicetrs thut which exisrs br. n:rt trrc in bcings. l i rr  cv,
crvthing that contcs in(r cxisrcncc is srrtr jecr to rnoventcnt, si t ]cc ir  is not sclf-nroved
or sclf ' -Pou,crct l .  l t  rhen r ' :rr iorr.r l  treings conrc inro bcing, surcly rhcy are ulso

(  lRt-A l  ut)  lN lN( l ( )RRLIP' f  IoN

rhe nrut;rrion crf hunrlrrr n:lturc ovcr to plssibilirl ', corruption, ind

clcirrh is the condcnrnatiorl ofAdanis .lcliberrtrc sin. "

ln quoting St. Maximus on the change in Ilran'.r trrtturc, we shotrld

point  out  that  the word " t rature" rakes on di f lercnt  meaninqs in his

wrir ings (as in t l rc wr i t ings ofothcr Farhcrs),  depencl ing on the cor l -

tcxt. In sonre placcs St. Maxin.tus, when speaking of m:rn, uses the

word "ll.rture" in the srricr scnse-that is (to quote St. John [)arna-

scenc), as "thlr r:nchatrgeable lnd inrtnLttirblc princiPle and ciuse lnd

virtLrc which has been implanted by thc Crcator in crch spccies for its

acrivity.""' ' l 'hus, in ollc plicc St. Muimus silys that Ilttt 'tt:ttt ttlturc

does nor changc as a result of sin (including, Prcsunlably, the sin thirt

occurrcd at thc [rll), sincc by clcfinitit)n it cannot chengc; rathcr' thc

rrrocle or cotrdirio n (TQiTo) of rt:lture changcs:

()trr Inlture] is nranil'estly'nrcrelv hrtmatr lrrd in tro tuay intpcccable,

bccausc of its dc'viltriotr to tlris sidc or thlt. ' l 'his is trot ro say th:rt rlrc

natLrrc (drjo'rv) is ,tlrcrccl bLrt tlrat the tnovcntctrr hls clcviatcd; or. to

slrcirk rrrorc truthfulll, rh.rt thc nlrttrc h,rs chlngcd its nlotle.' ' '

ln othcr places, however, St. Maximus speaks of hurn,rn natttrc in ,t

[rroacle r sensc, rs including its mode or conditiot.l. In rhe ;rirss;rge quotecl

carlicr, fi)r exrnrple, he spelks of"thc nrtttirtion Qt'eranoi'qatg) of ltv

nriln naturc at rhc firll. F.arlicr in the slme work, hc slys thirr "throrrgh

or]c l.D!l|r, who turtrccl voluntarily fiollt the gclod, httnrlttr nlttlre wits

chang,cd fronr ittcorrttption to corruPtiotr," ancl that, bccausc (llrrist

movcrl. . . .  l i rr  ( iod is thc bcginning urrd the entl .  I ;ronr Hint conrc both ottr ntoving

in rvhirtcvcr rvlv fronr ir  [re*irrningl altd ottr nloving in i t  ccn.t in rvlv rorvrtrd l l i rn es

.rn cnd' (.4 nltigrr r u i ; in ( )t tt ( )otnit r\11trar7, pp. 5{) 5 l )
' )rSt. lVlax inr us, ,4rl  T lnlosiun 42; in On tfu (.)osnit tr l .rn., t ' .  PP I20-l l

" '  St. John l)rnr.tsccne, I 'hi loso2/t ial  Ol 'apttrr.10: I ;O, vol.  37 p. 55

"3 St. N{,txinrLr ' .  opttuh 2o; I ' ( ;  9l :2.161)i Anint ( hrist i tn lVt ir t t t  t tr t  ) l

(Ncw \ irrk: Ncrvrnen l)rcss. 1955), pp. 5(r-57.
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"did rrot sLrbvert thc ficc choicc" given ro rran, "Gocl judgcd rhar rt was
right fbr man ... oncc lgain to rccovcr an inrnrorral naturc" (nd,l.rr
a1avarov a,rolaBeiv riv $dotv).""" It is only in rhc broed scnse of
"human naturc," as including its nrodc or condirion, rhirr one can spcak
of hunran nature "changing" or "mutaring" ro corruption ar rhe fall.

'fhe Comrnondlity of'Human N ure as lt Rahtes to tbc li l

Althouglr rhe Orrhodox (lhurch clocs not irccepr the idc'a that wc
are al l  born into th is wor ld shar ing rhc gui l t  of thc s in ofAdanr and
Eve,"- according to thc conrmon l)atrisric teaching we arc all born sub-

icct to rhe tonscquenL'cs of thltt sin. As wc have seen, these includc a cor-
rupt ion of  human ni tLrre,  which incl incs nran towart l  s in;  an i rbscncc
of the indwel l ing grace of  God ( i .e. ,  spir i tual  deerh);  t l re suf ler ing,
clcath, and c<lrruprion ofthe body; the boclilv neccssities rh:rr we know
todav; and :r  conr inualrcc ofspir i rual  dcerh af icr  physicel  dcath.  l 'hese
consequences were passed dowrr fiom the flrst man to his dcscenoanrs
bccaLrsc hunran nature is one : wc are all of the tlmily of Adam. As St.
(ircgory Pallmas cxplains,

'l ' lrc same anccstral crrrsc rrnd contlcnrnltion potred out on all of us
fronr our singlc fbrcfirthcr, as if ir hacl spmng fiom thc r.oot ol rhe
humirn racc and was rhc conlnlon lot of our nlturc.')N

V. Tsr Errecrs oF THE Fel l  ox rHE CosMos

'l'he Dependence ol the Cosmos on Mtn

Man's fell had profbund rcpe rcussions on rhc cntirc cosmos as well,
bringing about what Prtristic scholar Fr. Andrew l.outh calls "a cosnrrc

"" St. Mrximtrs, ,4ul l /nltssinn 42.. in On dte Oosni. llfisury, pp. 120-21 .
' )-  Scc, fbr cxenrple, thc rcrching ol Sr. ( lvr i l  ofAlcxandri l  on p. .15 alxrvc, wlrcrc ir

is sr id thrt,  rrt  thc f:r l l ,  "ul l  wrrc ntadc sinncrs. n()r :rs co-rrxnsgrcsrors wirh Acl lnr (f i rr

thcy did not ycr cxist then), but bcclusc thcv rverc of his nlurc. '

"n St. ( ircgorv l) .r lanr:rs, / /azrl f  5. l ; in Houil iu, vol.  t ,  p. 52.

( ]Rt lAI ' t iD IN IN(]O RI{ [JI ' I ' ION

clislster."' '" ' i/hcn nran fell, rhc rcst of the visilrlc crcation fell into cor-

nrption along lvith him: tleath lnd dccly wcre introduced irrto thc crc-

at ion. ' l - l rus,  not  only did m;rn fa i l  to f i r l f i l l  h is or ig inal  designat ion of

rr is ing rhc crcat ion to ( lod,  but he lowcrccl  i t  f rom incorrupt ion ro. t

state of  corruPt ion.
It will bc remcmbcrcd that, whcn God sentenced mankind to

suffcr in! i  and death af ier  thc f i l l ,  among His decrces was thc

sr: l rcnrent:  " ( lursei l  is  thc carth" (Gcn. 3:17)."" '  l 'h is accor.rr . t t  in the

book of (lencsis fbrmed the historical-narrative back€lround firr thc

rrbove-ne nt ionet l  reachin€ls in the Visdom of Solomon and thc

Paul ine Epist les.  Fol lowing from thesc words of  Scr ipturc,  ent l

espccially flom Sr. I)aul's tcaching in llonrlrrs fl:l!)-23 on crcrtiotr's
"bondage to corrupt ion, '  the Patr ist ic corpus holds that ,  whi le

Adanr'.s continuccl incorruprion was dcpcntlcnt on himself-rhat is,

on I r is kecping thc comnrrt t rdurcnt of  ( lot l - thc cont inuccl

incornrprion of tltc rest of creation w,rs not depcndcnt orr itself, btlr

orr Adanr's incorruprion.'lb ptrt it another wax Acllm wrrs depenclenr

on ( ;od,  but thc i r rat ional  crcar ion was depettderr t  on Iu i ln (or or l

God through man) Iror irs abiding in itrcorruption. It wes fbr this

relson thxt, when man becarne corruptible, rhe rcst of the costtros

fbllowed hirn.
ln Ronr:rns tJ:20, rhc Holy Apostle l):rul rvrites: "For thc crcariott

was nrldc subject ro futil iq,, nor willingly, lrut bv reasotr of Hirr Vho

hath subjected i t  in hope."  St .  - lohn Chrl 'sostor l ,  i t r  h is cotr lntcrr t i rv

on this verse, cxplains:

Whar is thc nrelninq of "rht ctcution rvls nt,tde strltjccr ro firril irri :
' l hrr ir bccanre colrtrptiblc. Ilor rvhar clttrsc, rrncl on whltt itccottttr?

On irccount of rou, () nran. li lr sitrcc 1'ott r<xrk a botlv Irrtlrtl l ltnd

"' l-orrrh. ,&,l,rrirarrr rlr ( )ouftssor, :t.64.
r"" ln thc Scptrragint tcxt, this is f ir l lorvccl rvith thc rvolds ' in rhv hbctrr"l in t lrc

l\ lesorctic. ir is f ir l lorvccl rvith l irr t lrv s,rkc.
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subicct to suffering, so also thc eilrrh rcccivcd a crrrsc, lnd l)rouglrr

forth thorns and thistlcs.""

St. Gregory of Sinai says the same :

It is said thlr whcn the world wirs flrsr crcarcd ir vvas nor subject ro

flux and corruption. According to Scriprurc it w:rs only larcr cor-

ruprcd ancl "madc subjecr ro flr i l i ty"-rhar is, ro man-nor by its

own choice bur hv rhc wil l of Him ro whorn it is subject, thc expcc-

tation being rhat Adam, who had fi l len into corruption, rvoultl bc

rcstorcd ro his original stare.rr' '

As St. Synreon the Nerv T'heologian tcachcs, (lod did nor cursc

Paraclisc, trut only the rest of rhe incornrpt e:rrth:

[Cod] wil ls to holtl i t f i taradisc] out lo us as r tvpc of the inclissolu-

blc l i f i  ro come, an icon o[the erernal King<lonr ofHcavcn. If rhis

wcrc nor thc casc, then rhc (iarclcn, roo, woulcl have hld ro be

curscd, sincc it was the sccne of rhe transgression. Hou,cvcr, (lod

does not do this, but insteacl curses the wholc rest ofthc carrh rvhich,

rs rvc hlvc srrid, rv:rs irrcorruptiblc jusr I ikc Plrlcl isc, ancl procluccd

fruit of irs own accord. r(r 'r

St. John Chrl,sostom explains that this was a fitt ing and just consc-

que nce of nr:rn'.s sir. l. sirlce the visitrlc crcirt ion had lrcen mirdc fbr t l.re

sakc 0f nrin:

l " l  St. John ( lhrvsostonr. Honti l ies on I?onari l4; I ' ( i  60:5-30Ar cf.  NI)Nlr lsr Sc-
r ics.  vol .  I  l ,  p.  444.

lr lr  St. ( i lcgorv of Sint i ,  On Cinn'tu/t tr t t t ts 
' trd 

l)ortr ir t ts I  l :  in Phi lotaln. vol.  4,

p.  I14.
r"' St. Symcott thc Ncrv l hcoloqirn , lltbial Distnrsts 1.2: it On t/'t Al.ytinl Li.fi.

vcrl. L p. 2ll, ct. l:irst'Cn'an'd Alan. p. t)l .

CRF,A f ED IN INCC)RI{LIPTION

Hc' lthe Apostlc l)aull cliscourses concerrrirrg creation'.s bondagc lt<r
corruprion-cf. Rorn. 8:2 I l, and shows fbr whosc sake sr.rch a rhing
lrls occurrcd-:rnd he places thc blamc on us. Whlr thcnl In suffcr-
ing rhesc thinlis on accounr ofanorhcr, has creation bccn maltrcared?
Bv no means, for ir has come into bcing for my sake. So rhen, how
could thar which has come into being fbr my sakc be urrjustly trcrtccl
in suffering thosc things for my corrcction?r{)r

Let us recall St. Symeon! teaching, quoted abovc, thirt it was fitting
t l rat  the crear ion supply incorrupt man with incorrupt ib le Food in rhe
bcginning. Elsewhere St. Symeon affirms that, after the fall, it was fit-
ting rhat creirtion bc n.rade cornrptible along wirh man, so rhar ir could
furnish rlan, for whose sake it had been made, with corruptiblc fbod:

I( lodl  subjcctcd crcat ion to him l r ranl ,  rncl  put  i t  undcr:r  cursc so
that, having bccn crcrtcd fbr thc sakc of nran wlro had fallcn rnto
corruption, ir should irsclf bccome corrupt lncl providc hinr lrrrru-
allv rvirh corrrrpred firotl.r"'

At rhc same time, however, it is prccisely br:causc the visiblc crc-
arion wirs rnade fbr thc sake of man that it will aglin bccorlc inc.rr-
rupt ib le- for  when the body oF man is restored to a st i l te of
incorruption rr the (lenerrl Rcsurrection, thc rest of the visible cre-
arion will be restored to that state as wcll. St. Symcon writes:

[(iod] willcd rlrar creirrion scrvc nran fbr rvhom it rvrs rnadc. and likc
hirn become cornrptible, so thrrr rvhen :rgain nran is rcnervcrl rnd be-
comcs spirirrrll, incorrupriblc, and imrnortal, ther crcirtion, roo,

r ' ' '  S(. lohn Olrrlsosronr. I lonil ics on l lott,ttx l4r l '( i  60:5.]0ll( l; ct. NI'Nlr lsr Sc-
r ies.  vol .  I  l .  p.  444.

r(l- St. Svnreon tlrc Ncw I'hcokrgiant, Ilthical I)iwursts | .i: h Or tlr l\lysthtl Lili,
vol. l, p. . i l lr cl. lht l: int-(.rr,ttrd ivlan, pp. 102-j.

:+d 49



' l  I IL Ol{ l  l lOl)()X V() l t t )

now subjcctcd () rhc rcbcl br'( 'ocl '.s corrrnrand ancl nradc his sl:rvc,

wil l bc nr:rde ncw, rrnd trccorrc irrcorruptitrlc lncl rvhollv spiritLrrrl "" '

To summarize this Patristic teaching: Sincc creation was nrirde fbr

thc sake ofman, it wls ncccsslry thlt it bc createcl incorruptitrlc along

with man, that  i t  f l l l  into corrupr ion alonpi  wi th r t tArt ,  nnd rhl t  in thc

furure it bc restorcd to incorruptiorr along witlr nran. lt is by reason of

its future restoration that St. l 'aul, in sayinq that "thc crcation was sub-

ject to firt i l i ty," aclded the worcls "in hope" (l{om. Il:20). St. John
Chrysosronr, in his conrmentary on these words of t lrc APostle, ex-

plains tirrther why there was no injustice in thc fact that crcation wrts

subjccrcd ro colruptiolr on accor.lJ' lt of man. Addrcssing rnankind, hc

silvs:

Bcclusc ofvou, it Irhc crcation] suffcrctl cvils rrrd bcc:rntc corrupt-

ible, but no injusricc has bccn donc, f irr bccausc of vou ir wil l [rc-

comc incorruprible agrrin.' l  his is whlt "in hope" rneans."'

Thcre is hopc lor the crearior.r, Sr. Paul goes oll ro s:ly in his l ipisrle

to the Romans. "because the crcation itself l lso slrall be delivered fronr

thc bondage of  corrupt ion into the glor ious l ibcrty of  the chi lc l rcn of
(lod" (Ronr. 8:21). St. (ihrysostom interprc'ts this versc as fbllows:

'Whar tlocs "rhe creation itsclf rlso" rneln? Not onlv 1,ou, lrut l lso

that which is infi-rior to voLr, evcn thar rvhich partrkcs ofncithcr rca-

son nor scnse pcrception-cvcn this u,i l l  shrrc all good thingr irr

conrmon wirh vou. For "it shall be delivcrcd," hc [St. I)aul] says.
"fronr the bondrge ofcorruption," rvhich is to sar', ir wil l no longcr

bc corrupriblc, bur wil l corrcspond to rhc trcluty givcn to vour bodv,

Iror just ls whcn rhc bodv bccanrc corrupriblc, thc clcrrion itselfl lso

"'( '  Ibid. f.- lr Ot t/u trl.ytt ital Lif i, vol. l. p. 29r cl. I: irsr-()atrut Xlar, p.94.
r(l- St. John (lhrvsostonr, I lonil io or l?owu l4: I '( i ( :510(l; cf. NI)Nl: lst Sc-

r ics,  vol .  l l ,  p.  , i41r.

( l l { t :Al  t i t )  IN IN( l ( ) l {Rl . rP l - l ( )N

Itccanrc corruprible, so l ikcu'isc rvhen thc lrodv rvil l  bccomc itrcor-

ruptiblc, rhe crcation itself wil l agrin corrcspond rnd fir l lorv sLrit. "n

Again cmph:rs iz- ing rhat rhe rcst  of  crext ion fb l lows man, Sr.

Ohrysostonr explains why Christ ians shoul t l  f ind consolat ion in St.

l 'arrl\ teaching that rhe creation was ntadc corruprible firr thc sakc of

mln,  " in hopc" of  future incorrupt iotr :

[)o you sec horv nurrr lclds rhr rvay in l l l  things, lnd how cvcrything

h,rs corrc lbour fbr his s:rke? l)o vou pcrccivc horv hc ISt. I 'aul] cn-

couragcs rhosc strtrggling, itnd l lvs tr,trc God'-s unspclklblc lovc fbr

rn.rrrkindl Why do r'<ltt gr-icvc, hc silvs, ovcr rri l lsJ VlLr arc sufficritrg

on ,rccorrnt ofl 'our'5g1t s1g1111111 is sttf[ering on lccount of t 'ou. Nor

docs he cnc<lur:rgc only, lrut he dcntortstmtcs whilt hc savs ro bc wot-

rhv of f ir irh. For ifcrc:rrion, rvhich clnrc into lt ing cnrirclv f i>r v,-rLt,

lras lrope, ntuch ntorc ought vou to hirvc h()pc, rhrottgh rvhonr crc-

irt ion rvil l  conrc to eniov l l l  those goocl rhings.r""

St. John Chrysostorns con.rmentrry on this plssagc in l l.ontlns has

scrvccl ls a basis firr subscqrrent Parrisric commentarics, such :rs thosc

oISt. , lo l . rn l )anrascenc in thc c ighth ccntury,  Blessecl  l  hcophr ' l lc t  of

Ohri t l  in thc c lcvcrt th cetr turv,  ancl  Sr. ' l 'heophen thc l lcc luse in rhc

nincreenth ccntl lry.rr" St. Ohrysostont was not, howcvcr, itt rrt lt l  ttcitrg it

new inrerprctation of this plssagc, bur onlv cxprcssing whar lracl bcen

rr | r  I t ) i ( l . i  I r ( ;  ( ,0:5l0l) ;  c l .  Nl ,Nl j .  p.  44 5.
rr f '  l l ) id.  I ) ( '60:5.101) 5l lAr c i .  Nl 'NL p.445.
l lo St. John l) irrnrrsccnc, (.ot l t t tr t t trr . l ,  ott  l?ottt , t tr i :  i t  idcn, (.ontp/tt t  \ l l , rk ( io

( i rcck).  vol . ' )  ( . l  hcssrr lonik i ,  l ( )91),  fp.  l l ( , -1. i .  Blcsscd Ihcophvl , rct  o l  ( )hr i t l  . rnd

llrrlg.rri.r, (.irralrlzr,rry on tlr [1,isrfu to rltt llonuns: l'('' l]'1:445(l 4494. St.
'l hcophrrn rlrc Rcelrrsc. (.)tnutut'tr.y,ott ln' llpiitlt ol tln'A2oth lhtl to th( ttunnls
(in l lussi ln) ( i \4oscrxv, t l l ' ){)),  pp. 50.3 15, St. lohn [) lnr i tsccnc's.tncl Blcsstd

Ihcophvl lct.s conrnrcrrtrrr ics on this pass:tgc rvctc condcnscd vclsions of St. -John
(lhrysostonr' .s corr lnlcnr. lr \ ' .  St. l l rcoPh,rrr trscd St. ( lhrvsostom as l t is nt l t in sorttcc,

brrt  qLrorcd.r lso l ionr the rvri t in{rs of othcr | ; tr l rclr .
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the comrnon teirc l r ing oi  rhe Church. ' Iwo centur ies befbrc Sr.
Chrysostorn, fbr ex:rnrple, St. Ircnaeus of l.yons set forth the sanre rn-
rcrprrctat ior . r .  Commcnt ing on l {onrans 8:19-2.1,  Sr.  I re naeus wrotc
rhar wherr "the commencement of incorruprion" occurs ar the (lcneral

Rcsurrection, "the creariorr irself" will be "restorcd to its prin:eval con-
dition"-thus indicating both rhe original irnd the future incorruprion
of t l re cosnros.  " '

St. lrerr:rcus's contcnrporary, Sr. I'hcophilus of Antioch, elaborarccl
on this theme. ln rhe passage of his teeching nrcntioned carlicr, he ex-
plained why ir was fitting that animals were changccl at the fll l ro-

€ir:rher with nran, and how thcy will one day be restored to a corrdition
without hunr ing ancl  predar ion

'l hc aninrals arc nalned q,ilcl bcasrs (1'rtpi,t), frolrn thcir bcing
hunted ($t1pe{eo0o,r), not as if rlrev had bccn madc cvil or venom-
ous fiom thc firsr-fbr nothing w:rs rnadc cvil bv God, bur all
rhings g<xrd, vc;r, vcry good ((len. l:Jl )-bur rhc sin in which man
was concerncd brought cvil upon rhcnr. For rvhen nliln rnlns-
grcssed, thcv also trlnsgrcssed wirh him. For as, if thc mlsrcr of the
house hinrself acrs righrh,, thc dorncstics llso of nccessiry conducr
themselvcs wcll, bur if rhc m{srcr sins, rhe servarrts also sin wirh
hirrr, so in like nranner ir canrc ro pass, rhrr in rhe casc of man's srn,
hc bcing nrasrcr, ll l rhrr wrs subjccr ro him sinncd wirh hinr.
Vhen, rhcrcfbrc, nran rgain shall havc nr.rde his w:ry back to his
trirturll condition, arrcl rro longer docs cvil, rhosc also shall bc' rc-
storctl ro rhcir oriqirrll l ic'ntlcncss.rrl

Again, a cenrury befbre St. John Chrysosrorn, Sr. Mcthodius of
()lvnrpus nncl Patar:r conrnrcnted on Ror:rlns 8:l8-21 , saying thar rhc

rLl Sr. l rcnirctrs of l .v<tns. Agti trsr Hott i t 's 5..11.1, 5.1(r. .1; ANtr vr l .  I ,  pp. 5(r l .  5(r7.
Sce l lso p. 27 aLrovc, whcre Sr. lrcnlrerrs:rgrr in sevs th:rt ,  in rhc l{csurrcct ion. rrcerron
rvi l l  bc rcrr , r rccl  r , ,  i r .or ig i l . r l  ron( l i r i r ' r1.

rrrSt. l  hc,r lrhi lrrs o l  Ntt ioch. ' l i t  Auolytrr l . l7: AN I. .  vol.  J, p. l{)L

ct tA i t )  IN INC()RRLJP I  t ( )N

crcxtion fell irrto corruptior.r ltrr the sakc of marr, and thlt it wil l be rc-

storecl  to incorrLrpr ion along with him:

For rhc crclrion was nrtdc subjccr ro firri l irv, lSt. Paull says, and hc

cx1'rccts that it wil l bc sct frcc from sLrch scrvirudc, as lrc intcrrds to

cal l  rh is wor ld by thc nartrc ofcrcar iorr .  For i r  is  nor whl t  is  Lrnscen

Irhe ,rngclic rvorld] but u,hrt is sccn rhlt is srrbjcct to corruption.
-l-hc crclt iorr. thcn. :rf icr bcirrgi rcsrorcd to a bcttcr and nrorc sccnrly

stntc,  renrains,  rc jo ic ing and exulr ing ovcr thc chi lc l rcn of  ( iod l t  thc

rcsrrl lcction; f i lr whosc slkc it now grolns and tr:rvli ls. rvrrit ing itsc-lf

rlso firr otrr rctlcmption frrrm thc corruprion of thc [tod1,, thlt, rvlrcn

u'c hlvc r iscrr  ancl  shakcrr  o l f  t l rc rrrortal i ty o[ thc l lcsh . . . ,  and havc

becn sct frcc l ionr sin. it also shll l trc frced fronr corruption rrnd bc

subjcct no longcr ro firt i l i t l , but to riglrrcousncss (cl. 2 l)ct. 3: l - l). 
rr '

In our own rirncs, rhis cornnron Pitt l istic rcaching hits lrccn ex-

pounded by a nrot lern-day Holy Father,  Archir l lnclr i tc Jusr in
Popovich of Chcli jc, Scrbia. All of crcrtion fcll into corruption irlong

with man, Fr.  Just in says,  not s inrply bccausc thc c lcst iny of  a l l  crca-

turcs is l inked to nrirn'.s, but trecirLrse theil desriny is dcputdutt on

man.s:

' l-he larc of visiblc naturc has, f i 'onr rhc l.rcginning of irs existctrcc,

l rccn undcr thc power of  rhc i r r f lucrrce of  nran.. . .  ( ) rganicr l lv  and

nrysricll lv conrrecrctl n,ith nrrrn rrs rvith rr (lod-likc crcrrturc of (ird,

narure in thc csscrrcc of irs l i f i 'dcpcnds upon mln antl alwlvs nroves

stricrly c<>nrrrrcnsurltcly rvith rrrarr. \Whcn nrrn chosc tlrc plth ofsin

and tlcath rrs his path throLrgh histor1,, rrl l  ofnatrrtc,.ts rhc result of its

irrcsistiblc inncr dcPcnclcncy on rnun, fbllorvcd lf icr hinr (cf. I lonr.

8:l ') 2.1). I 'he fl l l  of rn,rn rv:rs rt thc sanrc tinlc rhc fir l l  of naturc,

ant l  thc crrrsc ol  nran bccanrc thc cursc of  n i r rLrrc (( icn.  . l :17-18).

l l r  St .  Nlcrhot l i r rs of  ( ) lvnrpus :rncl

6, p. 16rr.
P:lt;rrt, I)isttttrtt ott t/n l?tsuntttion: ANI:. tol.
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And fiom rhar tinrc nrln lnd nlture, l ike two inseparable nvins.

blindcd bv onc rnd thc sarnc darkncss, dcadened by onc ancl rhe

samc death, burdencd by onc ancl thc slrnc curse, go h,rncl in hlntl

throrrgh hisrory, through thc rbvsnrrl wildcrncss ofsin and cvil. ' l ir-

gerher rhcv srrrnrblq, rogerhcr rhcv fl l l , and rogerher rhcv arise,

ccasclcsslv striving tou,ard thc clistant conclusion of thcir sorrowfirl

h istory. '  '  '

VI.  "Bv MnN Cnrue Denrs"

Dcdtlt Is Not f'om ()od

As our srudy rhus far has shown, the Orthodox Ohurch, through
rhe Holy Scr ipturcs and rhcir  intcrprctar ion by the Holy Fathcrs,  con-
fi 'sses rhat dearh and corruptioll exist not because (lod m:rdc thern irl
tlre bcginning, but becrusc lrlan brought thenr into thc world through
his sin. Besitles the vcrscs in the eighrh chaprer of Rornans that wc havc
alrcady cxanrined, other passages in rhe Pruline Epistles cxpress this
C)rthodox tloctrinc. ln I Corinthians, rhe Holy Aposrle wrircs that "by

nr l r )  came dcath" ( l  Cor.  15:21).  Again,  in I {omans, chaprcr f ivc,  he
rvr i tes that  "by one r lan s in entered into the wor ld,  and death by s in"
(Ronr. 5: l2), antl firthcr that "by one man's oFfense dearh reigned bv
onc" ( [ {onr.5:17).

(iomnrenring on rhe latter versc., St. John Chrysostonr wrircs:

Whlt lrnrcd tlcrrrh ll irrinst rhe cosnr<ls? l'he flct rhlr one nrln rasred
of rhe trcc onlr,.l l '

St. M:rclrius the (lrc:rr likewisc teachcs thlt

r r'' r\rchinrerrclritc.lusrin I)opovich. l fu Ortlnlox I'hilosq,hy ol I tr/t: I lt I)o,!utt'
ir ol tfu Ortl,ofux (.lrrn* (in Scrbirn). vol. . l  ( l lelgr:rdc, l97ll). p. 79.1.

lri St. fohrr (lhrysostont. ltonil i ts or Ronntns l0.l '( l  60:.{7(rl)r cf. Nl)Nlr lsr Sc-
r icr ,  vol .  l  l .  p.  4() .1.

( ]III]Af t ' I) IN IN(]ORRUP'I'ION

Adam was pl:rccd as lord tnd king of all rhe crcturcs.... Ancl so,
when hc was trtkcn captivc-, rhe creltion which rnirrisrercd r<l irncl

servcd hirn was taken captivc rogcrhcr wirh hinr. For throLrgh hinr

dcath came ro rcign over evcrv sotrl. '  ' t '

St. John Danrasccne afl irms thc samc:

' l 'hc crclt ion of ,rl l  things is duc ro (lotl, bur corruprion clnrr: in ul '-

rcruards dtre to our wickedncss lntl ls l grtrnishnrcnr antl u hclp.
"[i>r (]od clicl not nrakc tlerth, ncithcr t locs Hc rrkc dclighr in rtrc

dcsrruct ion of  l iv ing rhings" ( \ f l is .  l : l . l ) .  [ ]ur  de:r th is r l rc rvork

rirther ofnran, thar is, irs origin is in Aclanr'.s rransgression, in l ikc

mi lnncr i ls  l l l  orhcr ptrnishnrcnts. l l -

Providing further insighrs inro the c:rusal i ty ofdearh,  St.  Maxinrus
explains that, at the fll l, sin wls "nailcd" or "irrraclted" ro rl)c ro()r of
hurnan nature,  thus br inging nor only rnan bur also thc cnr i re v is ib lc
crcat ion into:r  state ofdeath tnd cornlpr iotr :

\What I arn sayint is rh:rr irr rhc l>cginning sin seducc.l Adrrnr and
pcrsuadcd him ro rransgrcss Cod'.s conrnrlndnrcnr. rvhcrcbl,sin gave
risc ro plcasurc and, by mcrns of rhis plcasurc, nailecl irsclf in Adanr
ro rhe very deprhs of our nature, thus conclcmning orrr whole hu-
rn:rn nature ro dcath ancl, via hrrrn:rnirv, prcssing thc nlttrrc of (:rll)
crearcd bcings toward nrortll cxtinction.rrN

Elsewhere St. Maximus scts forth rhe same rcaching on how dcarh rncl
corrupt ion cntcred the cosntos:

rr( 'St. lvlrrcarius thc ( ircer ol L:,e,-pt,  l toui l i ts l l .5l  l ,( i  34:54Ull ;  cf.  idcm, /. / i7
Spir i tual l ' toni l i ts o.f  Sr. Llntr iu tbr ( inu (| .<tnt l<tn: Sl)( lK, l92l;  rcprint,  Wil l i ts.
( l :r l i f . :  [ i -rstcrn ()rthorlox l ]<xrks, 1974), p. l l l .

r l :  St. J,rhn l)enr:rsccnc, I lxact Ltposit ior 2.28 p.259.
r l" St. N{rximus thc ( ionfi .ssor, Al l luhuixtt t  (r l :  in Ol th Cosnit Mysttry, ; t .

| ]7.
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' l 'hc truc word rrysticallv cxplains that t l lan-who n'ls allorrccl, bv

rhe grlce of rhe (iod Vho ma<lc hinr, ro bc nrastcr over thc wholc

visible world-by wa1'of misuse turncd thc mt>riorrs of thc innatc

ficultics of his noctic esscttcc rowartl rhar rvhich is ,rgainst narurc;

and ,rs a result, according to rhc iust ittt lgnrcnt oi (iod, rnln lrrought

rupon hinrsclfand rhis rvhole univcrsc thc chitnge lntl corruPtron

prese| l t ly  ru l ing ovcr borh hint  ancl  i r . " '

'I'fu Dn,il's I?ole

St.  Maximus also sperrks of  thc devi l "s rolc in br insing sin '  lncl  tht ts

death, into thc crcrttion:

Through mrn, Isin] inrpels rl l  crcrttcd thinss torvard clcrrh. All this

was contr ived bv thc dcvi l ,  t l r l t  sparvtr  of  s in.rnd f i thcr of in i . lLrr ty

who through pridc cxpellccl himsclf fronr Divinc glorv, rncl rhrough

cnr.y of us and of Cod cxpcllcd Arlant l ionr l 'rrra<]isc' irr orclcr to dc-

stroy thc works of (locl lncl dissolve whrt h,rd bccn brought tnto

existcncc. l lo

It is in l ight of this cxplanation that we irrc to ttndcrstlnd the words of

Scripture quoted earlier, "T'hrough thc enry of rhc cicvil t lcarh camc

into the world" (\Uis. 2:24), as well xs thc fbllowing verse from thc

Canon ofthe Feast of' l 'hcophany, cotttPosed by St. John Danllscene,

which speaks ofthe dcvil "inrplanring" death in the creatioll:

Hc who oncc assunrccl thc appcartnce ol'a malignlnt scrpcnr ,rtrcl

inrpllntccl dcath itr thc crcation, is norv cast into darkncss bv (lhri.t 
'

corn ing in rhc f. lcsh.rlr

r |r St. Mrxinrrrs. l: l ' i t tk lt\ l '(; ') l :449U; cl von l lalthsrr' ( ' i :ttt i t !. i turgv' 1t. 185.

Sr'c rls<r thc tluotarion ofSt. N4:trinrus on p. 9 abole.
jr ')St. Maxinrrrs thc (irnfi 'ssor, Ar/ lhalattinn 6l; l)(l 90:6.]3t}l i(t \ttr ious 7i'ttt

4.41, Pbilohalia, vol. 2, p. 248; ci. On tfu (isuit- M.ytt4', p 1.17.
t:t f l tc l:cstal lVtn,rioa (l-ontlon: l:ubcr lnrl l i i tbcr. l ')6')), P. 169.

(]I{I]A I'I.:I) IN IN(;ORRLJP'I'ION

ls Death "Natuml"?

-I-hc Scriprural/l 'atristic tcaching wc hrvc recounred on rhc origin
of tlelth and cornlprion in thc cosmos, ancl on thc clcvil! placr-' in ir,
fbrnrs thc basis of e poeric p:rssaec try another nrodcrn [loly Frrthcr
f iorn Scrbir ,  Sr.  Nikolei  Vcl i r r i rovich of  Zhicha. [n a work cal led
"Dcarh Is Unnatural ,"  Sr.  Nikolei  wr i rcs:

L)eath is rror n:rrulrrll rarhcr it is rrrrrranrrll.
And dcarh is lot frorn narurci rrther ir is lgainst natur".'l l
All of nature in horror crics out: "l do rror know dcarh! I clo nor

rvish dcarh! I anr afil id ofdeathl I srrivc ugainsr clcarh!"
I )crrrh is.rn urr invi tcd , , r r . rngcr in rrrrr t r rc.
Al l  ofnaturc bl isr lcs at  rh is rrninvirccl  srrrnger:rnd is af ia id of i t .

For it is like a thicfin sonrebocly elsc'.s grrden, who docs nor jrrsr srcul
and car rhe ll uir, bur u'ho llso rrrmPlcs, sPoils, blcirks lnd uprtxrts
rvhlt w:rs plantcd. An<l thc nrore it ravages thc nrorc it bccorncs s.rtis-
ficd.

['-ven whcrr onc lrunclrcd philosophics dcclarc rlrar "dcath is nrrr-
urr l !  '  : r l l  of  n l ture t rcnrblcs in indignar ion rncl  shouts:  'Nol  I  h;rvc
no use firr dclrh! Ir is ln uninvitcd srrangcrl"

Antl thc voicc of narrrrc is nor so;rhistry.
Thc protest  of  narulc : rgainst  dcarh outwcighs al l  cxcuscs

thought Lrp ro jusrify dcrth.
And i f rhcrc is sonrcrhing rhat nl tu lc srrugglcs to exprcss i r r  r ts

rrnrorrclrcd harnrony, doing so wirlrotrt cxccption irr a rrnisorr ol'
voiccs,  thcn i t  is  r t  prorcsr a{:ainsr dci l rh.  I r  is  i rs un;rninrotrs,  l larrr i r ,
arrcl hcavcn-shaking clegv to dclth.

Ifin fict dearh is unnlnrrirl, ifit is nor nirnrral lncl is lgrirrsr nu-
rrrrc, then .l quc'srion rriscs: why is it so antl wlrencc <locs dcath enrcr
nlttrrcJ

l l l  As in the passagcs of I-r.  lusrin l)opovich qrrored r lrovc, ir :rrrrrc'  (rrprrpo]( ir

Scrbi lrrr) hcrc rcfcrs ro thc crcltecl orclcr or nattrrar cnvrfonnrcnr.
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Not u singlc kingdonr ofl ight tntl l i f i 'rcceprs clcrth as irs nativt '

It must h:rve sncrkcd inro thc rvorlds of l i fc sccrct lv-crawling on rrs

bellv and sraying orrr ofsighr so thar it qorrlt l  trot bc sPottcd rnd ex-

poscd-fronr sotnc botrontlcss,rlrvs. rvlrcrc cvcn ir was too cold atrcl

loncly.
\When dcath rvas lrehind thc firngs ofa strnkc, it rvrrs tlcld ttnt<r

irsclf. ' l t  And no onc it l rhe lvorld thctl ktrcrv rtboltt goorl rrnd

cvil-only bliss cxiste<l; rnd trotrotlv hcar.l of krro*lcclgc rnd igtro-

rlncc-rhcre wrts only u'istlomj :rtrcl ttobo,-ly ktrcrv of l i fc 'rncl

t lcath-rhcrc ,vls onlv rhc stltc of blissfull l '  wisc cxistcnce '

But bc'clttsc of ln occirsit ln' lvhich is rnorc t{r 'erldfir l thln tl lc

nlost hotriblc trightttrlrc. the Irroltrlr t,f t l tc 
',ttake 

opctrccl atrd thc

fangs fir l l  of vcnonr lppcarg{ ,rLtt c,f it-ancl rleath cntcrccl f lrst-crc-

rtred rrltttre.l lr

F-lsewhe rc, in his Homilirs, St. Nikolai Vclinrirovich of'fers anothcr

profbund rcflection otl thc s:lme thcnrc' inclicaring rhrotrgh obscrveble

examples that delth is indeed lrl l  intrudcr in this world:

' l  herc is l ntvstcriotrs fceling thlr rlkes lrolcl ofall who stlnd rrorttrd

a clead body, a fi 'cl ing th,rt is rrrc' ly cxprcsscd, rttt i  this is shrtnrc Not

t,nly tlo rncn fi ' lr dclth' thcv irrc ashanrctl of ir. ' lhis shenrc ts a

proof'-atr cvcn sttonller onc than fi ' lrr-th,rt t lerrtlr is rhe cotrsc-

clucncc of trrln'.s sitt. As a sick nlrtt ' t is l lslr:tmcd to show thc doctor lr is

hirldcn wouncl. so l l l  rvhtl h:tvc l cotrscicttcc are lshitnlcd ro show

l lJArcf . ' rer tcctothcdcl i l ,uhoinSt.Jolrn( ih l t 'sosronisrvords'sPokcthlorr l lhrhc

scrpcf)t '  in tenr;rt i rrg l ' ive (St. lol l t l  ( lhrvsosror:n, On t/ t  (  l t t t ion ol t lx '  lN/orl l  6 ):  i t

I j r .  Scraphinr l{osc, (,rarroi Orc,rt iott  tud lhrl .v hldn' p l92: scc r lso St John
(lhrvsrrstrrrn. l lotni l i t t  on (hmis 16.4; I i (1. vol.  7/r,  P " l0()) '

r-r,  l l i .h(,[)  Nikolai Vel inriroviclr Stlcctrd Vrir ings ln l{ursirn) ( lvl insk: Sr. t i l i | r '

bcth Morrlstcrv l ' rcss,.2(X)4) PP 4l0-12. Scrbian orisin' l  vcrsion: l l ishop Nikolei

Vel inrirrrvich, lboxgbrs ,f iou ( iootl  antl  l :) ' i l  (Novi S:td: i \ lexanclcr l)r isolubov'

I  999).
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thcir morralitl '. ' l his shanre ofdcath gocs t<l Prove otlr il lrnlorrll l ori-

gins,rn.l our intmortal destinl'. Aninrlls hiclc thcnrsclvcs arvav wltcn

rhtv:rtc clving, as though rhcy fccl ashlrrrccl of thcir ntorralitt '. How

&rcir, rhcn, is this shrmc on rhe part of rhe spirirually eclttcnrcd! 't '

\Whcn St.  Nikolai  says that death is "r tnnatural ,"  hc is speaking

fiom thc perspectivc of (lodk original plirn-His econontv-fbr His

crcation. I)elrh was not Part of God's original, "ve ry gootl" crcatiotr;

thereforc, whcn it cntercd thc world, it wrts "tttrnatttral." l 'his is trot to

s{y, howcvcr. that tbc creatiott was Prescrved in incorruption rtritly.rc'

cordir.rq to its own nirttlre' indcpendcnt of (lod's gracc. As we hxvc

sccn, rhe ori€linal incorruprion of rnrtn w;rs entirely tlcpcndenr on (iocl,

u,hilc the incorrupriotr of thc rest of cre:rtiotl wirs clependcnt on (iod

through man.
With rcgard to whether nlan wts originally inrnlortll bv "natrtrc"

or by "grace," vrrious Holv li irrhcrs cxpress thenrsclves tliflcrcntlr' ' As

we have said rvhen discttssirtg wlrcthcr or trot Ad:lm's lrature "chrrngecl"

rrr rhe firll, rhe []lthers sonretirtlcs cnrPloy thc tcrm "tlaturc ilt .t rttict

scnsc, and somctill lcs in I broad sellsc. -flltls, just ls Aclanl's nature

rnrv be said to havc changecl or to havc rctrrairlcd tlnchangcd' accorcl-

ing ro tlre sense €livcr'r to ttrc word "naturc," so also matr'.s original inl-

mort i r l i ry may be st id to have cxistct l  by 'hature" or by "grace,"

clcpending on how "nrttrtrc" is vicwccl.

I-trr cx:ulplc, in On t/n' Iuatruttiott' St. Atlrrrritsitrs thc (llcat said

thar Aclatn was crerltcd ntortxl bv naturc but Prcserved irr incorrtrptiolt

[.,v sracc,"" wlrilc Sr. (]rcgorv of Nvssa ' in On Viryittity' srid that tlln

l r5 Sr. Nikol l i  Vcl inr irovich. l loni l iu, v<tl  J ( l l i rrr inghem. I lnslen'.1: l . i tz-arrce

l 'ress. l99tl) .  p. 20.1.
l l ( '  ( iocl hrn nredc nrln. end rvi l lct l  thl t  hc thoulcl abiclc in i t lcorl trpt ionl btt t  nrcn,

having dcspiscd i tnd rcicctccl thc eontcnrpl:rt ion of ( iod, alrd cleviscd arrt l  conrrivct l

cvi l  lor thcnrsclvcs .. .  rcceivcci thc contlcnrnlt ion ofde.rrh rvith rvhich tho'hl ' l  bccn

thrcirtcncdr lnd tnrnt thcnccl i tr th no longer rcnrl t i l rct l  : ts thcY rvcte nradc " l l t rr  nr:rn

is bv rr i t tr trc nrortal,  i r t , tsnrrtch l ts hc is nl l t<lc otrt  ol-r l 'h;tr  is notl  btrt  bv rclrson of his
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wrrs not originally liable ro death accorcling to his nature.'t- Here agrrir.r
we sec rwo Fathers viewing thc same realiry fronr different sides. St.
Athanesius, in saying that man in thc beginning was mortal by naturc,
was looking ar "nature" in an absolute scnse, according to which Cod
alone is imnrortirl by nature bec:ruse He alone is uncreated, withour be-
ginning, lnd dependent on nothing for His unending life (cf. I -l-im.

6:16-17: ' the [ .ord of  lords,  Vho alonc hath immortal i ty ' ) . r :*  St .
(ircgory, in saying thet man was not origin:rlly mortal by nattrre, was

l ikcrrcss to I  I inr Vho is (.rnd i f  hc st i l l  prescrvcd this l ikencss bv kccping l l inr in his

knorvle<1g,e) he sould st:rv his n:rtural corruption, and rcnrain incorrupl . . .  being

incorrupt,  hc rvotr lc l  l ivc l rcnccl i r r rhas(1od.. . .  I :or  ( iocl  has no(onlv rnlrc le rrsotr tof
nothingl but l lc qlvc Lrs f lcclv, by thc grlcc'ofrhc V/<rrd, l  l i f i -  i rr  corrcspondcncc
rvith ( lot l .  But nrcn, hrrving rejccted rhings ctcrnrl ,  lnd, trv counscl of rhc t lcvi l ,

tLrrncd to thc th ings ofcornrpt i , r r r ,  bcclnre thc causc of thcir  own corrupt i r )n in

dc:rrh, bcing, as I sl id bcf irrc, l rv nlt trrc corruptiblc, but clcsrincd, bl thc gracc bl-

Iouing lrorn pert lkirrg ofrhc W<rrd. ro hevc cscepcd rhcir narural srete, hrd rhcy re-

nrainct l  good. l ;or bcclusc of rh.- Word drvcl l ing with rhcm, cvcrr thcir narural

corrtrpt ion di. l  not comc nclr rhcnr, as Visdom l lso slys: ( iod nradc nrrn l i rr

incorrrrpt irrn" '  (St. Ath:rnesirrs, On t l te lutdrnation 4 5; Nt 'Nlt  2nd Serics, r 'ol .  4, p.

J8). A conrp.rralr lc tcrchine is lound in Sr. lrcnacus of l .vons . Auint l-bcits j .10.l :

ANI: .  vol .  l ,  p.  450.
l l -  " ' l  his reasoning end intcl l igent crearure, rnan,:rt  trncc thc rvork entl  rhe l ikcncss

ofrhe l) ivirrc and Inrpcrish,rblc Mind (f irr  so irr ( icncsis ir  is wrirt t 'n ofhinr thrt ( iod

nte. lc rt t , tr t  in [1is inrugc'),  this crc:rrLrrc, I  sly, t l ic l  not in thc coursc of his f irsr pro-

,. l rrct i<rrr fravc thc l i rr lr i l i rv t<r plssion und clcl th (rd radtrrx6v rt  xui cnix,r\cov) trcc<trLl-

ing to his nrturc or inhcrcnt in his csscncc" (St. ( ircgorv of Nvsstt,  Or Viryiuiq 1):

P( l  46:1698: cf .  NPNIr 2nd Scr ics,  vol .  5,  p.  357).
l jN St. Ath:rnasius t lrrght thet. sincc incorrupr f lrst-crcetcrl  nran was brought into

bcins orrr  of  nothint ,  hc rvorr l t l  Darrrr . r l lv  undergo "corr l rpr ion i r r ro norhing' i f ( iocl

did nor prcsenc his l i f i '  (O, tht lnc,tntat iort 4). 
. l  

his thcolog,v of crcrrcd lrcing-of '

crel(urcs "nururl l ly" hlving en cnd becausc thcl havc a bcginnirrg-is takcn u1t l ty

orher | ]urhcrs in othcr conrcxrs. Sr. _lohn [)anrasccne, fbr cxumple, writcs rhlt  lngcls

,rrc inrnrort l l ,  not bv niture, brrt  bv grace: fbr, naturel l ,v. c,rcryrhing thar lr :rs e bcgirr-

ninr has rn cn<l lEvtt l ixpostt iorr l . . l r  I ;C. vol.  .37, p. 20(r).  According to this sense

ol t frc lvord iraturc," rhcn, cvcn angcls mav bc said to trc' inortel bv naturc ancl inr-

nrort l l  bl  gracc. '  As Sr. Muximr.rs u,r i tes: "( lrcerurcs r l l  cxirt  through p:rrt i i ip. lr ion

:rrd gf ir .c..  .  .  (  )nly thc [) ivine csscncc hls no oppositc. sincc i t  is ercrnel lnt l  inf inirc

( l l i l :Al t ' : l )  lN lN( l ( ) lLRUP' l  lON

viewing "nature" in :r relarive scnse, according rc which humanity was,

nnditiondlly and depcndtntly, grantcd rhc gifi of inrnrortalirv bv (lod.

In thc wrirings of St. Mrximus, wc flnd this qucstion viewed fiont

both sides. In some placcs Sr. Mlxirnus writes that Adam "wls not de-

pr ived of the i rnrrrorral i ty that  is  by grace,"rr)  and thar ar rhc fa l l  Ai lam

losr "rhe incorruptibiliry which hatl been givcn bv grace."'"'As we havc

scen, however. in anothcr placc St. Maxinrus wrote that Christ has

In. lde i t  pos\ i l ) lc  tor  nrr tn ' i ' r t .c rg, t in (o recovcr i ln imttr( t r t i t l  t r f t

turc,"rrr  thus speci ly ing that man hlc l  an " imnrortal  nature" in the be-

sinning.
-lhken togcther, St. M:rximrrs's teachin€ts lend themselves to rhe fbr-

mulxtion that nran'.s body was originally posscssed, b.y gace, of an in-

morraf , incorrupt ndtut?. Such an urrderstandin€! is possible within

Orthodox theokrgy, which sces no rigicl dichoromy berwcen grace and

nature.  As Vladinr i r  [ .osskv points or. l t :  "C;racc is impl ied in the act  of

crcxtion irscll... Nature rncl lirace do not exist sicle bv siclc, rathcr

thcre is a nrutual in tc rpenet ration ofonc:lnothcr, the one cxists for tltc

other." l r l

lnd bcsrous crcrnit ' t 'orr other rhirrgs. ' l  l :c trcint ofcreltccl t l r ings, on r l tc othcr hltncl.

h.rs non-bcing es i t : ,  oppositc. Vhcther ol not i t  cxists ctcrn,r l lv dcpcntls otr rhc

lrorvcr of l l inr Who:rlonc cxisrs in thc sLtbstantivc scnsc" ( l ' i r trr  l lundn'd l i 'xts on

Lorc 3.27 l ' l , ikkal i t ,  vol.  2. p. 117). lhtts. i tr  ()rrhoclox theologl, no crcatccl thins

cotr ld rdrt,  lcr l lonc posrcss inrnrorr:r l io, rvi t l rotrt  Corls grtcc.
lr ' '  Sr. Nl lximus t lrc ( irnfcssor. Anbigtun 45. Scc rhc lrr l l  plss.rgc on pp. 2 l-22

t\tt ltlcn, Or tlr Lonl\ I'rdycr, in l'hilokalia, vol. J. p. .l{)J.
lJr  Scc p.4611t,r t " .
I  rr  Losskr' .  l l l . t t t ical I  hology, pp. l2l  ,  I  26. - l  hc intcrpcnctrrt iorr ol {rtct end nrr-

rurc is.r lso cxltrcssc.l  in thc l) l tr ist ic (crchine on thc httnrttr  ral/ ,  rvhich,,ts we hluc

scc'n in rhc pussugc ofSt. ( ircgorl 'Pit l i rnt. ts r luotcd elt , ,vc (pp. -17-Jl l) ,  rcrnl inccl irrr-

nrorr l l  ocn ef icr nrln'r  l i l l -  I  hus. St. lohn l)rtnrlsccnc, ir f icr l ist ing ertr i tr tr tcs ot t l tc

hrrnr,rn s,rLrl  .rnd inclLrding inrmorr:r l i tv lnro,rg thcnr. s 'r i tcs: "Al l  thcsc r lrul i t ics,rc-

cording ro natLtrc Irhc sott l l  hes rcccivcrl  fronr thc gracc o1 rhc (]rc:rror. front which

sr,rec ir  has rcceivcd both i ts l t ine (-o cir,ar) enJ i ts bcing bl nlt trrc srrch ls i t  is
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In sccing thc inner harmony of  St .  Maximus's thought on man's
originll irlnrortalirv, we can lretter irppreciate r]re harrnonl, berwccn
thc theololry of St. Athanasius rnd rhar ofSr. (iregory of Nyssa. St.
(iregorv, as rvc hnvc cluotecl him carlicr, wrotc thrr rnan w.ls creirted "in

l)ivine grace":r" ancl elsewherc he dcscribcd rnan's condirion bcfore
thc fil l es a "pristine stare of grace. "' ' ' ' l 'hus, while saving thar nrAn wils
rr,rt crcatccl liablc to death according to his nanrre, he also afllrnred
that th is i r rcornrpr condir ion was a srarc of  gracc.  [ - ikervise,  St .
Athlnasius, in saving thlrt nriln was creirted mortirl bv nlturc, also af'-
flrrned thur ll 'ri ln wrls prcscrvecl in incorruprion bv gracc. Vhile em-
ploving thc tcrnr "rlatrlrc in difflrenr ways with rcglrd ro rnan, borh
F:rthers taught the sanre essential points: (l) rhat nran wirs prcservccl in
incorruptior.r until tlrc f.i l l, (2) that tli is condirion was a srare of gr,rcc,
ancl  ( . ) )  that  i f  rnan had not s inncd hc would not hlve died.

W.y God A/\ou,e/ t/te l-)ttrann oJ'Dmth and Sulliring

Although thc Holy liathcrs dcclare along wirh St. Paul that dceth is
rln "cncnry which is to bc "destroyed" (l Cor. I 5:26), they also affirrn
that the introtluctior') of dcath w,,rs allowed providentially by (iot{.

[)elth, ls rvc havc saicl, wirs not pilrr of God\ original econonry fbr His
crcrtion; horvcvcr, afier the f'ull Gocl uscd it fbr the bcnefir of nrln. As

\6i*t  r . t i i :ot;  t ivar) lL^-rct l l^-2tt i i r iou 2. l2: P(i  94:922rl i-()25A; cf.  NPNlr lnd sc,
r ics,  vol .  ( ) .  p .31).  l lcrc St.  lohrr  r r l l i rnrs thnr inrnrorral i rv is u t lu:r l i rv rv i rh rvhich
(lod h:ts cnrlorvetl  thc a,r lrrrz of thc sorr l  bv nrclns of l l is gr ' .rr ' r , ,  iust as i t  is bv gr:rcc
rlr l t  Hc h.rs grlntcd t lrc soul i ts vcrv existcncc. I t  is in this l ighr rhet rvc lrc ro undcr-
srend. l i rr  cx:rnrple, thc strterrrcnt of Sr. ( i rcgorv l) l l lnr ls that 'Bv nlturc rhc soul is
inrttrortal ( Iit rl'., llost lltrnttut Nun llrrlz 8r in l'/'ilob,lia, vol. ,1. p. 295). Il rhc
srxrl  c:rn be c:r l lcr l  inrrr lrrr ir l  l r l  n,rt trrc, i t  is in rhc scnse rhlr thc nlrurc of the sorr l
posscsscs inrnronit l i rv as u gif i  l iom (iot l .  l rr  thc concisc Phr. lrc of Sr. Cvri l  of lcrrrsrr-
fcnr. thc sotr l  is inrnrort l l  bccausc ol ( iod Who qives i t  imnrolrr l i rv (()talnriul

I  anro 4.18 NI)Nl i  2nLl  scr ics,  vol .  7,  p.  2.1).
r l rSccp. I I rbovc.
I r i  St. (  i regorv rrf  Nys:,: t ,  (  ) t  t l t t  Sotl  arl  t lu '  l  sunutiott :  Nl)N Ir 2nd series. vol.  5,

p.4(,1.

( ]IIF,A f I:,f) IN IN(]ORRL]I'I ' ION

St. John Chrvsostorn obscrves, in man! lallen state dc:rrh servcs firr thc
ctr t t ing of f  of  s in:

l ' ,ven though dclth entered as a rcsulr ofsin, ncvcrthcless suclr is rhe
sLrpcrioritv of (iocl, His loving-kindness and rhc exccss of His care
rhat Hc emplovs evcn rhis to rhc advantagc'ofour r lcc, . . .  ls  i t  not
rhc final blow ro cvil? I nrcan, if someonc is wickccl, their pracricc of

cvil is f 'cl lcd on rh.' ir dcath: 'For hc rhar is dcad is frccrl f ionr sin"
(l lonr. (r:7), t lrat is, no longer corrrirrues sinninel if t Pcrson rvhrr is

good passes on, all rhcir works of virruc l ie in safctv rlnd in :l sccurc

trcasurv [)ocs ir nor, on t]re orhcr hand, rcll me, render rhc l iving
more ten)pcrate :rnd circumspecr?... You scc, if despitc dclrh bcinq
what it is there is so much mplcirv, so rnuch avarice, rhc srrongcr

prcying on the wcakcr l ike flsh, whcn would lvaricc cvcr conlc ro ln

cnd if thcre wcrc rro dcathl I nrcan, if rhcy i lrc lwrrc rhar rho, wil l
not cnjoy whar thcv stcll. bur wil lv-nil ly they rvil l  pass it ovcr to orh-
crs, and rhcv so gricvc and llnrent ar this, *'hcn wotrl<1 rhc fhnrcs of'
cvil dcsire evcr bc cxringuishcd if rhcv kcpr thcir i l l-gotrcn grrrns
withorrr  f 'c l r?rr1

Likc St. John (lhrysostonr, Sr. (ircfiory rhc -l 'heologian sccs (locl 's

love fbr mankind in the facr thar He allowcd dcltlr ro cnrer thc world:

Yct hcrc too hc IAdaml nrakes I glin, n.rn.rcl.r,t lcirth, and rhe curting
off of sin, irr ordcr thlt cvil nrrrv nor bc inrnrortal. l 'hus his punish-
nrcnt is chlngetl into a rncrcv; f irr it is in mcrc1,, I unr pcrsuadcd, rhrrt
( )od inf l ic ts l . r r r r r ishnrcnt.  

r ' ( '

Just as Cod trscd clearh fbr thc bencflt of nrln in his fl l lcn st:rte, s<r
also did Hc usc rhc or l rer  physical  consct lucnccs of  rhc fh l l :  suf ler ing,

lF St. . fo l rn ( l l r rvrostonr,  ( , i tnn, t t r r .1,  ot  th l \ , lnn ( l )s:r lnr  l l0 l l t l l ) .  v, ,1.
(Brxrkl int ,  Mrss. :  l lo lv( i ross()nhodox I ' rcss,  l ( )9t t ) ,  pp.  l7 . i l l .

lr" St. (ircgorv thc'l-hcolosiirr. Ourion l8; Nl'Nt:. lnd Scrics, vol.7, p. .34t|.
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bodilv nceds, labor, discasc, etc. Likc <leath irsclf, thesc othcr colrse-

qucnccs scrvc to hunrblc ntan ,rnd lrring hinr to lcpcntancc.

At rhc fall, nrirn succumbed ro thc tcnrptation of pritle, cxprcssccl
in the serpenr's words, "Yc shall lre as gotls, knowing good and evil"
(Cicn. 3:5). All the physicel conscqucnces of rhe fall scrvc to rcmincl

rnan that hc is not Clod btrt r creatcd bcing who is dependcnt on (l<lcl.

St. John Chrysostom, in rccountitrg thc scntencc irlposed ott Adanr at

rhe fal l  (Gcn. . l :17-19),  exPlairrs rhis:rs fb l lows;

Bcholcl rhc rcmindcrs of rhe curse! -l horns it will bring firrth, l-lc

IGod] s.rys, lnd thistlcs, so rs ro plivc lisc ro grclt |rbor and discorn-
fbrt, and I lvill !-nsrrrc rh.rt you prss thc wholc titnc wirh pain, so rhet

this cxpcricnce mav provc a brakc on vour gctting icleas above your

stltion, :tntl yolt nrav insrcld havc a thought of vour owtr trrakc-up

and ncvcr agl in bc dcceived in t l rcse mlt ters. . . .  My intcnt iotr  tn

br inging vou into rhe wor ld . . .  rvas rhat you should l ivc in a sratc ol '

enjoyrrrenr lnd prospcritl ', and not lrc subjccr ro thc ncecls of rhe

body btrt bc f-rcc from all such rrrcl hauc thc goocl fbrrunc ro cxpcri-

cncc complctc lrcctlont. Sincc, hollevcr, sttch irrrlulgcncc was of no

bcncflt to vou, lccordingly I cursc rhe ground so rhat ir rvill not irt

firrtrlc yicld its harvcst rs befirrc wirhout til l ing:rnt1 ploughing; in-

stcad, I invcst you rvith grcat hbor, roil and difliculrl,, and with unre-

rrirting pain and clcsPlir. tnd I rm cnsuring rh,tt clcrvrhing vou do

is achievecl only by swcltt.o rhat undcr prcssurc from rhese you tnly

havc continual pluiclancc in kecping to linrirs lncl rccognizing your
own nrakc-u1'r.l t

Adam ancl flvc indced succumbcd to pridc in partaking olthe fbr-

biddcn frui t ,  but  that  was not the only source of  thcir  fa l l .  As wi l l  l tc

recalled, in thc primordial transgrcssion they:rlso tLtrned their tlcsire

,rway fronr God and toward crc'lted things, seeking pleilsure in thcrrl as

I  t  St. lohn ( lhrvsostonr, Hottt i l i ts on ( iorsis 17.40-41 l ]( i ,  vol.  74. pp. 24.1-/t / t .
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rn cnd in i rsel f .  ' l 'h is roo is expressed in rhc Gcncsis narrar ivc:  'And . . .
tbc woman saw that the tree was good for fixld, end plcasanr ro thc
eyes, and a trce beautifirl ro conremplare" ((len. 3:(r).' '"

' l 'hus, the remprarioll thar brought about nran's fil l was rwotbld. In
thc words of St. Mark the Ascetic, "All vice in thc worltl is causcd by
self'-cstecnr Ipride] and sensual plcrsure."' ' ' ' l]ecausc of this, (lotl crn-
ploved the physical consequcnces of rhc firll as a wofbld remcdy: not
only to quell man'.s pride, but also ro tlampcn his dcsirc fbr creared
rhings and his pursuit of scr.rsual pleasure fbr its ou,n sakc. As St.
Maximus exgr la ins:

Ileing, in His providencc, conccrncd lirr our s:rlvlriorr, (iod thcle-
fbrc aflixcd pain alongsidc rhis sensurl pleusurc as a kind ofpunitrvc
firculry, whcrcby the law ofdelth wls wisely inrplantccl in our eorpo-
rcal  narure ro curb thc fbol ish mind in i rs dcsire to incl i r rc unnrru-
r:rlly roward scnsitrlc rhings.

Hcnccfbrth, bcclusc irreriorral plelsrrrc crrrerc<l hunrrrn nrrttrrc,
pain entcrcd our naturc opposirc this plcasure in rrccord:rrrcc rvirh
rcason, lnd, rhrough thc nranv suflcrings in which and frrrrn rvhich
<{cltrh occurs, pain uproots rrnnrrtural plcasrrrc, but .lt cs nor conr-
plctclv dcsrrov it. ' ' '"

Physicel dcath, of course, puts :rn end ro physical prrin and labors.
Hcrc irgaitr wc see Cod's mcrcy, for in allowing the crrtrancc of physical
dearh so as to prevent sin (iom bcing irnrnorral, (locl also prevented
bodily pain and labor fronr neccssarilv lasting forevcr. As Blessecl
'fheodorct of Cyrus wrires:

lrs fhi\ 'r thc Scptuegint rcndcrirrg. In thc M:rsorctic tcrt, rhc lasr phrasc rclds
' 'rtrrJ rt trec ro lrc dc.irctl ro nr.rkc orrc wirc.

lr ') St. M.rrk thc Ascetic, ()u t Spiritual Lan': l iut, l lunlru! I ixrs 99t in lht
I ' l t i loQalir, vol. I ( london: l:abcr and |:rbcr. lt)79), p. l l7.

l"(rSr. M;rxinrus rhc (irntr.ssor,,4r1 TLalnsitu6l;ir (. 'osnic Llytqy, pp. l l l-.12.
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l)clrh dissolves this l iving thing lnd on the ()ne lr:rnd cc:lscs thc lc-

rion of rvickccltress; ott rhe <ltlrcr h,tnd' ir srtvcs nran fiorl f irt lrcl rlrr-

grrish, l ibcr.rtcs hinr f ionr swcilt, drivcs au'av pain rnd sorrow, end

brings the bodyi sull i 'r ings to an encl. 1'hc'Judgc nrixcd rhc punish-

rnent wir l r  suclr  phi lanrhropv! '  "

Furthernrore, in His foreknowlcdgc of nrarl '-s evetltt l l l  salvlt iotr

throrrgh C)hrist, Gocl allowed rnan's [:,odv to clic so that it cotrlt l  be

reflshioncd et rhc (lencral l lcsLtrrecrion. In thc words ofSt. (ircgorv of

Nyssa:

llv l) ivine proviclcncc dcarlr h:rs lrecn introducct] as I d ispt'nsrt t i 'r rr

inro the n,rturc .,f rnln, so that, sin h:rving flowcd awlv rtt rhc ditto-

lurion of rhc union ofsoul and bodv, nrln' through rhc rcsurrccti()n'

miehr bc reitshioncd, sortnt' l '  plssionlcss, st,ritr lcss, ind renl()vcd

fiom :rny rouch of cvil. '  ' '

St. I lasil thc (lreat also points to this iclca, drrwitrg i ln :rnalogv

betwccn a hr.rman bodv that has becn rctrdcre.l imntttnc to dcxth and il

pot that lras bcen fl rcd in a kiln, i c., has acquirecl irs f ltral stltc:

(iod did not crcatc dclth, but wc broupihr it upotr ottrsclves by:r

wickcd intcnr iorr .  ' l i  be surc . . .  Hc did not Prevcnt ot t r  d issolut torr '

so that our welkncss migiht not rcnll in inrnlortal. lt is l ike s<lnrconc

rfrBfcssccl ' f  l rcodorct of ( lvrtrr,  (Jrr the l t /un,tt t , t t i r tu rt l  t l ' t  ln (r;  in lstvr in

l ' : isztori-Krr1rin. l lut oru ol Oyrus ( l .ontlon.tnd Ncw Vrrk: l{otrt lcdgc' )(X)(r) p

t40.
r, i  St. ( ircsrrrv ol Ntsst. ( ,)ut ' lur iul ()rrr irrrr.15: NI)Nli  2ncl Scrics. vol.  5. p. 503'

( l f .  Sr. M;rxir l trs thc ( irnfcssor, who writes that thet sotl l  lnt l  body arc nlrrtrral lv

unitcd in nren "ttnt i l  such t intc rts plerrscs thc ()nc rvho lnuntl  thcnr togcthcr to scpl '

rarc t lrcnt l i .e.,  in clclrh],  i t t  vicrv of I  greltcr lrnd nrorc nlvs(ic:r l  : l f r i lnlacnlctr l

loixo', t ,p, ia;) in rhc t inrc of t l rc cxpccrcrl  trr t ivcrsal constl l l ) tnl( i() lr  l ic, ( icntr 'r l  Rcs-

trrrcct ionl '  \  i l !1 ' tr t tgrtgt 1; l ' ( i  9l :( ' t i5l l ;  in St. M:rxinrLts thc ( lonfi 'ssor'  ' \clutcl V/t i t '

/ rr .E lNov Vrrk: l 'aul ist l )rcss, l9l i5l '  p. 11.)7).

( -Rt lAl ' l l l )  IN IN( l ( )Rl{LJPl l ( )N

not allou,ing a lerk;- cl,rv por to lrc pl,tccd in firc [and hrrdcncd] trn-

til rht wcukncss prcscrrr ir) it hrts been corlpletclv nrcnclctl throtrgh

rcf l ts l t  iorr ing.r  '1

Man'.s death, thcn, opcnetl tlre rvrv to his ref:rshioning into a better

srare. 'l-lrc lctual rcfashioning of nran, however' woulcl occur not

tlrroulil.r thc tlcatlr of sinfirl mcn bttt through the clcarh and resurrcc-

r ion of  thc s in lcss ( iocl-mit t r ,  . lcstrs ( lhr ist .  Dcath'  the t r l t inrare physical

corrsequence of mrrn'.s firll, would tllus becotne a mcirns bv which (iod

would redeem rnankind tiorr ell the effccts of thc firll, spiritually rrnd

bodi lv.  As wc read i11 Holv Scr ipture:  "He iChr ist l  is  thc tnediaror of

thc Ncw (lovcnanr, that [r1' rtrcatrs of tlc,rth, firr thc reclcnlption of the

rrirnsgressiorls that wcrc under tlrc flrst covenant, rhcy which irre clrllc(l

r r r ighr reccivc rhc protnisc of  ctert ta l  i t rhcr i tancc" (Heb. 9:  I  5) .

VI l .  TsE Rsoer ' rpr ton ANo DEIFICATIoN

oF MAN AND THE Cost ' tos

"'l),rnpling Dou'n Dratlt b.1' I)utl.i'

Llow lrc \vc to r.lndcrst:lrrcl rhis nrvstery of rlat.t'.s redctlPtiotr

throtrgl i  Ohr ist ' .s  dcath and rcsrrrrect ion?- lb bcgin our exi ln l in i r t ion of

rhis r lucst ion,  lc t  us tctunr to t l )c teaching of  St .  ( i rcgory l )a l r t lnas otr

nlan's fll l. As rvill bc recallcd, St. (ircgory taught tlrat' rhrough Aden.ri

onc spiriruxl clc,rrh, both sPirirutl .lnd phvsicll clcath werc passc.l ,rtr to

rrll nrcn.'l 'he slmc Saitrt, hou'cvcr, :rfli rnrcd tli irt ir is lrv tne,rtrs of

clceth-(lhrisis cleath-that thc Powcr of death is destroycd. H.- ex-

plains ther, as spiritual ,rntl physicel dearh cntcrctl the world throLrgh

Arlanr's onc spiritual tlctrlt, so borh kincls of dc'arh xrc ovcrconle

through Ohrist's ot'tc ltLlsi l rlc.nh antl His stlbscqtle nt rcstlrrcctlon:

1'tSt. l frrsi l  r l . ,c Crctr,  lhnti l .y l :) . t2laiDins l lur ( i td l :  Nor t l t  ()usc ol | : i i l7t in()n

t lu l luu,tt t  ( . loul i trott ,  1t.  ' - i .
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'I hrough thc evil one'.s envy irncl the good l.ord'.s iust conscnt, dcath

canrc inro rhc rvorld. Bccausc of thc dcvills ovcrwhclrning cvil, dcath

bccanrc rwoft>ld, fbr he broLrghr rbour not iust physicrl but rlso crer-

nal  dcarh. .  .  .
Of necessiry bodilv dcrrh fbllowcd lAdam'sl spirituirl dcath, so

rhc cvi l  onc causccl  our doublc c lcarh bv his s ingl t 'dc,r th. . . .  - fhe

good l-ord hcalcd this rwofbl.l cle,rth o[ ours through His singlc

boclily delrh, :rncl throrrgh rhc one resrrrrcction of His bodv Hc gavc

us a rwotblcl resurrcction. Bv mcans of His bodily tlearh Hc de-

stroved hirn Ithc cvil onc] who had thc power ovcr our souls irncl
bodics in death, lnd rescuccl us frorn his tyrannv over both.r'"

Out of His inflnitc krve For rrs, (lhrist died on our behalf thar we

could be given ctcrnal lifc, borh ofsoul and ofbody. In the words ofSt.

Paul: "(lod denronstrlres His own love toward us, in th:rt, while we

were yet sinners, Christ diecl fbr us" (Rom. 5:8); and, "But rvc see Je-
sus, Wlro w:rs nrldc a littlc lower than the an€icls for the suffiring of

cleath, crowned with glory and honor; that Hc by thc gracc of God

should rastc dcarh fbr every man" (Hcb. 2:9).

Spcaking of thc awesonrc mystery of His redemption of the world,

Chr ist  ro ld His t l isc ip les:  " ' l 'he Son of  Man camc .  .  .  to givc His l i lc  as

i l  r rnsonr f t , r  nrarry '  (M:rrr .  20:28).  ' ' ' l 'h is image of  Clrr isr  g iv ing up

His lifc es ir ransonr was larer takcn up by the Apostlc Paul (e.g.,

"Christ Jcsus, Vho g:rve HirnselF a ransom for all"-l Tim. 2:5-6)

ancl by the Orthodox Holy F-athers. ln thc following passagc, Sr. John

1", Sr. ( iresorv l ' , i l l tns, lToni ly l(r .1. l5; in Honil i t ,  vol. l .  pp. l t i0, 191r.
l ' i  ( lhr isr 's t l i* ine fbrckno*lcclgc thet His . le,rth worrl , l  servc fbr mitn' .s si t lvl t ion

fincls cxprcssion clsovhcrc in thc Gospcls. Spc:rking of H is Llcath on the ( lross, ( lhr ist

s;r i t l ,  But I  hlvc l  blprisnr to bc b:rpt izct l  wit lr ;  ancl lrorv I  lnr str l i rcncd t i l i  r t  bc ec-

cornpl ishct l l " ( l .Lrkcl l :50)r"AsMoscsl i l tcdrrprhcscrpcnr inthc* i ldcrncss,cvcnscr

rnust thc Son of Jt{an lrc l i f icd up, thrt *4tosctcr bcl icvcth in Hinr shouki not lxr ish,
lxr t  helccternel  l i fc"  (John. l : l1r  I5) ;  and, on thc dav bctbrc His cruci f ix ion.  "Norv

is lvly soul trouLrlcd; end rvhat shal l  I  sayi Flthcr. slvc Mc l ionr this hotrr '? l lut t i rr

rh is causc canrc I  r rnro th is horr i  (John |  2:27).

cll l lAl l iD lN I N( )()Rll 'ul ' l ' l( )N

Danrasccne nrakes use of this image, adding to it thc inrage of Christ's

body as bait arrachcd ro rhc hook of Diviniry:

Sincc orrr  I -o ld JcsLrs ( lhr isr  was withottr  s in ("For He comrnir tcd no

sin, Hc Who took lrv:ry thc' sin of thc rt 'orld, n.rr lu,ts t l lcrc ir lrv dc-

cci t  f r rund in His nrouth" [cf .  ls .  5- ] :9,  John l :29]) .  Hc was not sub-

jcct to clelrh, sincc clclrh clnrc inro the world rhrotrgh sin (cf. I{onr.

5: I 2). t lc clics, thercf.rtc, bccltrsc Hc rtxrk on Il inrsclf dcilth otl our

behalf, and He mrl<es Himsclf rn oflering ro the Fathcr firr our

sakes. For we had sirrned agrinst Hinr, atrcl ir w,ts nrcct th:rt He

slroul<l rcccive rt ransom firr tts. rnd rhrr we shotrlcl thLrs bc dclivercd

fronr thc condcnrttlr iotr. (iotl tbrtrid thlt rhc blood of rhc Lord

.htxrld hrvc bccn oflcrcd to thc tyr:rnt I i.c., rhc clcvil] Vhcrcfbre

tlcrrh approrches, and swallowing Lrp rhc trocly as a bair is transflxcd

on rhc hook of l) ivinity, and aftcr trsting of r sinlcss ancl l i fc-givrng

botlr ', pcrishcs, and brings tr;r again all whom of olcl he ha.l swrl-

lowcd Lrp. For just its darkncss clislppcars otr thc introdrtcrion ol-

l ight, so is dcarh rcptrlsed bcfbre rhc assattlr of l i f i , and brings l if i  ro

al l ,  btrr  dc,rrh to thc dcst()yerr ' ( '

In the preciscly satne vein, St. (!regory Palanras writes:

' l 'hc l.ord patiently endurcd krr our srtkc r dcath l-lc wrs nor obligcd

to undcrgo, to rcclecnt us, who rvcre obligcd ro strffcr cleath, f i,rnr

scrvirudc to rhc dcvil ancl dc,rth. by which l trrc,rtr dcarlr borh of rhc

sorrl ,tnd of the lrodv, tcrnpor:ltv ,ttrt l crernirl. Sincc ]1c g.lvr. ' [1is

Ulood, which wls sinlcss an<l t ltcrcfirrc gtri l t lcss, ls l ransom firr us

rvho rvcrc l iablc to pLtnishrnctrt bcc.rr.rsc of ottr sins, Hc rc.lccmc.l tts

fiom or.rr guilt. Hc forglvc our sins, torc up tlre rccorcl of thcm rrn

thc ( l ross rnd dcl ivcrct l  us f rot l  thc dcvi l 's  tyranny (cf .  Ool .

2:14_15). -I 'hc dcvil was caughr bv thc b:tir. It wls:ts ifhc opcned his

l 'u Sr. f ,)hn l)anresccnc. l : t , t t t  l i7ot i t iou ).27: Nl 'NI; 2rrr l  Scrics. vol.  () p. 71.
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Inourh irn(l lrlstcnctl to pour out lttr hirnselfotrr ransonl, thc Mls-

tcr's Rlood, rvhich was rrot onlv gttilrless btrr firll of [)ivinc powcr.
'I-hcn insrclcl of bcing enlichcrl bv ir hc rvrs stronglv bound tnd

nrlclc ln exrrrrl ', lc in rhe (]ross of Ohrist. r '-

St. John Ohrysoston') furthcr highlights this teaching with atr irtt-

rrgc of lr is owr.r:

Ir is as if, at r scssion of ,r court ofiusricc, the clcvil shor.rlcl bc ltl-

tlrcssecl as follows: "Granred rhlt yott destroyed all mcn lrcclttsc vort
lound thcm guilrv of sin; btrt why did vou dcstroy Chrisr? Is ir not

vcry cvidcnr thar you did so trnjtrstll '? Well thcn, through Him thc

wholc wor ld rv i l l  bc v indicr tcd." ' ' ' *

From these and other Parristic expositions based in ScriptLrre, rhc
()rrhodox doctrine of mirn's redemption throrgh (lhrist's tleath and

rcsurrccrion might be briefly stated as follows: Dearh is the conse-

quence of sin. Vhen Christ died on the Cross, Hc took upon Him-

self this conscclucnce, However, since He was wholly withour sin He

rv:.rs undcscrving of tlcath, atrd since He rvas [)ivine He was utrable to

bc hcld in rhe bonds of  dcarh and hades. Thus, the spir i t t ra l  and

physical clcarh thet had cnrcrcd the world rhrough thc prirnorclial

rransllrcssion wcrc abolishecl through Christ'.s death ancl rcstlrrectton,

,rrrtl all rnernkincl was qiven thc grossibility of bcing deliverecl fiont

tnctTt .

l '  St. ( ircg, 'ry l) ' r lanr:rs. y ' /olt i ly 16..\ l tn Honil is, vol.  l ,pp 200-201.
LN St. folrn (lhr\'s()s(rnr, (.lntlnMr.1' ot rltt (iqel ol St. ./oltn (r7r li(l. vol 4 |

( ) '159),p.  132.( l t .  I  I 'c t .  - l :18:  I ior( lhr ist , t lso hath oncc srr f l i rct l  f i r r  s ins.  t l rc l t rst

lbr rhc Lrnirrst.  thirt  I Ic nright t ,r ing us to ( iod. trcing pttt  ro dcrth in r lre f lesh. btrt

. lLr ickcncd bv rhc Spir ir , '  us u'el l  :rs thc f ir lbrvitrg vcrsc f iorr thc scrvice f irr  the tcr lst

of thc l ixl l r i t t  iott  ofrhc ( lross: " ' l  hc cLrrsc of e iLrst contlentnlt iorr is loosccl lrv thc t ln-

jrrsr punishnrcnt inf l ictcd on the.l trst l i .e.,  ( lhr ist]  (sr icheron on ' l .ort l  I  l reve r:r ic<|" '

in Il,, [:tst,t/ tlluniorr, p. l-34).

ct{ltA l l| l) IN tNc()t{RLtpt't( )N

I'hc Cornmonalitl of'Hunnn Naturc as lt Relates to Rricnption
'l 'hc conseqrrenccs ol'Chrisrls reclerrrptive work corrlcl pxss ro rll

t 'ttcn bcc:lrsc-:rs we havc trotcd concerning thc conscqucnccs of rlte
flrsr Adanr'.s sin-hurnan naturc is one. 1-he Aposrlc PaLrl rvritcs: "lI bv
one nran'.s offcnsc tlcath reigncd by onc Irhat is, Adanr], rluch morc
thcy which rcccive;rbuncl : rnce ofgrace and of  rhe gi f t  ofr ighrcousncss
shal l  rc ign in l i fe by one, Jcsus ( ihr ist"  (Ronr.  5:17).  Sr.  John
(lhrysostonr colrnrcnrs on rhis vcrse and orr rhose befirrc antl irficr ir,
cxplaining why St. Paul rcpcrlrs rhc word "onc" nrlny rinrcs in his cx-
posi t ion of  redcmprion:

How did dc.rth reignl'Alicr thc sinrilitudc of Arhrn'.s rransgrcssitrn,
who is I rypc (;rjrog) of Hinr Who wrs ro cornc" (l{onr. 5: l4). Now
rhis is why Adanr is rr  type o[( ihr isr . r r"  "How.r tvpc?" i t  wi l l  be sai t l .
In rhlr, irs the forrncr bccanc ro thosc who wcrc sprung fronr lrinr 1ar-
rhorrgh they had not e:rrcn ofrhc rrec) rhc causc ofrhar dclrh rvhich
lrr'lris eating rvus irrrrotluccti, rhus:rlso dicl (lhrisr bcconrc ro rhosc
spnrng Ir.orrr Hirrr (cvcn rhoLrgh thev had rror wrouglrr rightcousness)

| ' ' - l  l tc  f rct  rhr t  Sr.  I ) : r r r l , . r r rd al tcr  h inr  Sr.  John Chrvsostonr.  s lw Achrn us i r ' ivy.rc '
( l igrrrc) ol ( ihr isr does not ol coursc inrpl l ' rh;rr rhcv did nor l lso scc hinr es I rci t l  pcr-

'on. 
lhc () lrhodox Cihurch has r lrv:r1's l ic.rvccl ccrrai l  ()kl  l istrtnrcnr l igtr lcs rrnt l

cvcnts:ts ' \vpcs" of rhc Nc*, l i .stenrcnr disPcrrsurion rvhi lc.r lso rrBl lnrinc thcir hisror-
ic.r l  rcl l i ry. ' l  hus. in lnothcr pl.rcc. Sr. l) lul  rvrotc conccrnirg ccrt lr in evenrs in rhc
()Ll I t 'st.rnrr:nr: Norv:r l l  rhcsc things hlppcncd ro thcnr ls rvPcs, und r lrcv $,ere
rvri t tcn for our adnronir ion" ( l  ( i r .  l0: l l ) .  In sitving t lur rhcsc o,cnts l tapprnul t
tr l rcs.tnci thcn rvcre rvrir tcn dorvn (rarhcr then lrcing nrcrclv u,r irrcn cklvrr .rs
tr l ts ),  St. I) l rr l  is :r f l i rnr ing th:rt  tvPologv cxisrs l l rsr of .r l l  in hisrorical cvcnrs. enci
thcn also in thc rvrirrcn rvord.

' I  
hc Flolv l :arhcrs s:nv \ypcs" of()hrist not only in Adenr but :r lso in Abcl, Iseac.

loscplr,  Nloscs, Joslrrn rhc son ofNun. [):rvid lnt l  othcrs, ur rhc s:rnrc t inrc rcglrcl irrg
thcrn us rcul pcoplc rnd rhc () ld- l i :srenrent accoun(s ol-rhcnr us lr isroric,r l .  ln his
(,onmrutary on thc l \ ,  ns, Sr. lohn Chrysosron) wrorc on rhc nccd to rrphoLl rhc
hisroricel nrcirning ol Scriprurc rvlrcrr a rvpological nrcaning is elso givcn ((.azl lor,
t tr t ,  o t l t  l \dl t , t i  l l 's l lnr 91, vol.  l ,  p. t1t5).
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rhe Providcr t lfrhat ri l ihtcotlsncss thich throLrgh His Cross l{c gra-

ciotrsly bcstowccl otr rts:t l l . I lor this rclsotr, lt cvcly tt lrn hc kccps to

thc "one," lnd is continr'rallv bringing it bcfirrc tts' whcn hc'says, "As

by otre man si t r  cntcrcd into thc wor lc l"  ( l {onr '  5:  |  2) l  and'  " l f rhrough

rhc offcnsc ofonc nrlny lrc clcad" (5: l5); and, "Not ls it rvls bv onr

rhat sinnccl, so is thc gif i" (5: l6); ancl' " ' l 'hc iuclgnrcnt was bv onc to

condcrlnation" (5: l8)l and lg:rin"' lf bv onc (or, thc onc) nran's of-

fcnsc clcrth rcigncrl by onc" (5r l7); rnd " l 'hcrcfbrc trs by rhc oll i 'rrse

ofonc" (5:18). And again, "As bv onc nrrn's disobcclicncc Ilrtrv (or'

thc rnany) werc n:tdc sitrtrcrs" (5: l9). And so hc docs not lct go ofthc

"one," so that wlrcn the.lcrv savs to yott, "l low came it rhat by rhe

well-doing of this onc I 'crson. (lhrist, thc world wrs saved?" yot'

rnighr be rble to say to hinr, "How carrc it that bv thc disobedicncc of

rhis onc pcrsotr, Adlm, rhe world was c,rndcmncd?"rt"

CRE.ATED IN INCORRUPTION

in which man first experienced rhem. Sr. Symeon rhe New Theologian
teaches rhar, just as Adam experienced first spiritual death and later
physical dearh, so likewise Christ first overcame spiritual death in His
own Person when He "resurrecred up, broughr ro life. and deified" the
human soul ar His incarnation, and then He later overcame ohvsical
death in His Person at His resurrection.' tt St. Sy-.on go., on 

- 
r"y

rhat the same order of redern ption-firsr of the soul and then of rhe
body-was observed in rhose who had died before Christ; for, immedi-
ately afrer Christ's dearh and while His body lay in the tomb, His soul
"descended into hades, freed the souls ofthe saints held captive rhere in
cverlasting bonds, raised them up, and esrablished rhem in a place of
rest ancl of light without evcning-bur nor yet rheir bodies, for those
Hc allowed ro remain in the grave until the General Resurrecrion."r5r

Finally, St. Symeon teaches, rhis order of redemption is also ob-
scrved in the life of each Christian. Man is firsr spiriiuallv resurrecred
in thc (lhurch through rhe Holy Mysteries rhar ha,re been made possr-
blc throLrgh Christ's redemptive work, and only later does he experi-
cncc the physical resurrecrion that Christ has also made possible.

"The beginning of our renewal." wrires Sr. Gregory Palamas, is rhe
Mysrery of Holy Baptism, wherein we are cleansed of sin rhrough
(lhrisis sacrifice on rhe Cross. St. Gregory writes:

Christ rore up the handwriting ofour rransgressions nn rhe Cross
and made guilrless all rhose who were buried wirh Him through
Bapt ism.rt '

r 'r St. Symcon rhe New Theologian , Etbicql Dirourses I . l l  SC l2l:100; cf, Oz r/,,a
tr(ystital Life, vol. l, p. .1-); FinrCreated Man, p.98.

ltr lbid.; SC 122:200; c(. On thc Mysucal Lfe. vol. t. p. 33:, FirsrCreated Man, p.
99. fh is teaching is found in rhe cpisr les ofSrs.  Pererand Prul  ( l  Pet. . l :18-19,4:6;
Ephcsians 4:8-10). St. John Damascene afl lrms rhar rhe Savior beean His descerrr
inro hell "as soon as IHe] said, ' lr is f inished' (John l9:.10). .rnd darkrrc.. had covered
rhe carrlr" (St. John Danascene, Hotnil on Hol Santrday 26; pG 96:625D-(t28A).

rra St. Grcgorv Pal:rmas, Honily l(t.35:in Honil ies, vol. L p. 204.

St. Cyril of Alexandria spcaks specificelly on how the consequcnccs

of Chrisi's death on the (lross, likc the conse<luences of Adarris firll '

were able to pass to all nren duc to thc uniw oF htllnan naturc:

'We werc cruciflcd wirh Christ at rhc nlonlcnt whcrl His flcsh was

crucificd, bccausc it sontehow included uriversal human naturc tn

itself, just as universal hunratr naturc contracred thc sickncss of the

curse in Adlnr at thc same timc thar he incLrrred thc cttrsc lsl

'l'ha Ordar of Redetnptio (l): Spiritual Resutrettion

ln Chrisis itrcarnltion, death and resurrection' a// the conse-

quences of the fall arc overcome. 'fhcse consc<lttcnces, however, are not

nu"r.unt. all at once, but in a ccrtain ordcr, correspondingi to rhc ordcr

rt(' Sr. Jolrrr Olrrysos ront, Honilies on l?onor lll l'() 60:475t|(l; cf NPNl-' lst Sc-

r ics,  vol .  l l ,  p.402.
Isr Sr. Cyril of Af cxr n,Jria, )otrtrrtcttt,tt7 ott Ronutu; l'O 7 4:796 6 Auiet Cltristiot

Oottntcntaty ott Sctipnrt, Ncu,' lestrrunt' vctl.6 ([)orvncrs (irovc' l l l  : lntcrVtrsitv

I)rcss,  l99t l ) ,  p.  159
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In Blpr isr l ,  we cl ic and rre btrr ied wi t l t  ( lhr isr '  thtrs partaking of  thc

,"ui,.rg pot"", of His dearh which frees tts frotn sin' ' l 'hus' tl le Apostlc

l'aul *iitcs: "Know ye nor' that as mltlv of us as were baptiz-cd into

(lhrist were baptire.l into His tlc'ath? 'l 'hcrefbre we rrc buried with

Hinr by bept ism into death. .  .  .  OLrr  o ld man is cruci f led wi th Hinr '

tl,rt rh" body ofsin nright bc clesrroyecl" (llom (r:'1-4' 6)' As St' John

(lhrysostorn explains:

Brtptistrr is thc (lross.rtt \What tlrc (lross rtntl burial is to ('hrist' [3irp-

tisnr h". t ccn lo tls, cvcrt if not in thc sitnlc rcsPccts For Hc dicd

Hinrselfantl was br'rriecl in the tlcsh' but we htrvc donc both ro sin ' '"

The Mystery of Baptisnr, howevcr, does not only nteln dying with

Christ; it ,1r., nt""'ts rising with Him arrd being givcn nc'w lifc 'l hc

Apostle Patrl afflrms: "-l 'hercfbrc wE:rrc lruried with him by l]aptisnr

into.lcath, that like as Christ was raised up fionr the dcad by thc glory

of the Father, even so we also shoulc{ witlk irr newtrcss of life " ' ' Norv ii

we be deatl with Christ, we bclicve that wc shall also livc wirh Hini'

(Ronr.  ( r :4,  8) .  And egain:  "Bur icd wi th Him in bapt ism' "  ye l t rc

,iren *ith Hirn through faith in rhc oPcration of (lod' Who hetlr

raised Him fiont tlre dead. An<t you, being dead in yotrr silts rnd thc

tuncircttnrcisiotr of your flesh, hatlr lle nlrrde alive topicthcr with Him'

heving tbrgiven y.ru 
"ll 

tr"rp*.r.s, having wipcd out thc handwriting of

."quii,rt"i,, that ..a,, against us, which was collrrary to Lrs' and rook it

otri of the way, nailing it to His Cross" (Col' 2: I 2 I 4)'
-l-his soirituel rcsurrectioll in Christ is rhc urliting of tlrrrn's sottl

oncc again *ith thc grlcc of the Holy Spirit ' BccaLrse matt is clcalrsctl

l i5 l ' , lscwhcre St. John Ohryscrsrortt  obscrvcs that irot onlv is l ]rrPtism crl lccl drc

(lross, trut thc ( lross is cal lccl l l rrpt isnl 'With rhc lraptisnt rh:rt  I  ern lxprizecl wir lr

shel l  vc bc brgrr izc. l '  (M.rrk l0: l ' )) ,  sr icl  ( lhl istr rrrrd i tgr in: l l rr t  I  l rr tvc 'r  l r i rptrsnt t tr  be

t'rrprirc.l *itl,'rvlrich yc knorv not (Lttlc | ):ilJ)" (Connato'.y'ou tfu Ootlr'l ol St'

l , t i t t  25.2;cf.  NI 'NI lst Scries' vol.  l4 p t l9) '

r i , 'Sr.John ( lhrysr*ron, I lont i l ieton l l t t l r , l i r  l0;  Nl 'NI j .  ls lScr ics rrr l  l I 'p 4{)5 '

( l l lhAl- l r t )  IN lN( l ( ) lLRl jPl  l ( )N

of sin in Holy Baptisrn rhrough Christs rcdcmprive sacrificc, gr.rcc is
no Ionger fbrcign ro his nltLrre, lrrd hc beconrcs a fit receptaclc of thc
Holy Spir i t .  l 'h t rs,  in rhc Mystcry of  Bapr isnr,  togcrher wi th rhe M1's-
tcry of Chrisnratiorr rhat follows upon it, man receives thc gracc ofrhc
Holy Spirit as he had ir bcfbre rhe prinrorclial f 'all. In rhe words of Sr.
,f ohn Chrysostom:

' l  h is is rhc mclningof "rhc Spir i r  g ivcth l i f i r ' (2 Clor.  .1:(r) . . . .  In Bap-
tism the sirrs urc buricd, rhc fbrmcr rhings arc blorred out, and nran
is nradc rlivc. the cntirc gracc wrirterr upon his heart ls ir wcrc a rab,
lcr .  (  i r r rs i t lcr  rhcn hovv high is rhc r l ignirv of  r l rc Spir i r . r i  

'

St .  Syr lcon rhe Ncw' l 'hcologian cxpl l ins how lhpr isnr,  togethcr
rvirh (lhrisrrration, is both a dearh antl a rcsrrrrection fbr nrln, borh

tlr.rnring nrrrn lorgivcness olrsins rrnd irnparting ro hirl thc gmcc ofthe
lkr lv Spir i r  rhrr  hc hed losr at  the fa l l :

lhc Son rrnd Vord of(lod, having beconrc incarnate, offcrccl Him-
rclf in rhc flcsh as a srcrifice to rhc l)iviniry ofthc F:rrhcr, and of rhc
\on l"{inrsclf, ancl of thc tJol1, Spirir, in ordcr rhrr rlrc' fir.st rrirnsgrcs-
sion of Adrnr nrighr be bcncvolcntly fbrgivcn fbr rhc s:rkc of this
grc:rr ancl ti ':rrful work, thrrr is, firr thc sake of-this sacriflcc of(lhrisr,
ancl in order rhar by irs pou,cr rlrcrc nrighr bc perforrrrccl another
ncw birrh lncl rc-crc:rrion of nran in Holv Ilaprisnr, in rvhich rvc also
rrc clcirnsccl bv wlrer nringlcd wirh rhc Ilolv Spirir. Fronr thur rirrre
pcoplc rle baprizcd in warer, :lrc imrrrcrsccl in ir and rlkcn our f'rorrr
i t  rhrcc t inres.  in rhc inragc ofrhc' thrcc-day bur i r r l  ofrhc l .or t l ,  anr l
rficr thcy tlie in ir to this whole cvil rvor.lc1, in rhc rhird bringing out
fronr it rhcy urc ll lerdv rrlivc, ls if rcsurrccrcd fiom rhc ,.lcad, rhrrr rs.
rhcir souls lrc brouglrt ro lifi ' .rnd rrgain rcccive rhc grtcc ol-thc frory
Spirit as Adam hati ir bcfbrc thc trlnsgrcssion. I hcn rhcy arc

i5- St.J,,hn ( lhrvsostonr, Houil i r 'sot Saorul (.oriult iaus6): NI)Nli ,  Isrscrrcs,vol.
12. p.  .107.

71 75



l 'Hu ()RI tl()l)()x \7()l{t)

anointcd with Holy Mvrrh' and by rlcans of ir are anointcd with ic-

sus (lhrist, atrd arc fragrant in a w,rv llrove nittlre .n

St. Symcon then writes of how those who are baptized and

chrismated into Christ's Chr.rrch are united to God through the Holy

H,ucharist:

Having bcconrc in rhis rvav worthv of bcing associarcs of (iod' rhcv

t:rstc His Iilesh and drink His Blood. and bv nreans of rhe sanctiflccl

brcad ,tncl rvine becomc of ttnc Bodv rnd Blood with (lod rVho w:rs

inclrnlte ancl offerccl Hinrsclf ,rs,r sacrifice.r-"

In a similar ve in, St. Nicholas (labasilas sPeaks of how we partake o[

Christ's redemptive sacrifice ()n the Clross when recciving Holy Oom-

munion;

Since, thcrcfore, thc ()nlv Bcgottcn Sotr hrs lefi nothing trnclonc

which pertains ro thc Father's gkrry, Hc:rlonc "has broken down the

middlc wall of division" (Eph 2:14) ancl clcars man from his indict-

rrcnt.. . . (lhrist'.s Bodv rhcn is rhe onlv medicine against sin and H is

Blood the only rans,rnr fronr oflcnscs... ' l-his is thc Body rhat was

slain upon thc Clross..., ln its "wittress beforc Pontitrs l)ilate" it

'!r,rde a good confessiort" (cf. I 'I ' im. (r: l-)): ir paid thc pcnaltv of

dcarh for this conf'cssion, and rhat upon the (lross. l 'he Blood

springing out of thc wouuds darkcned thc sun and shook the carth;

ir hallowcd thc air rncl wrshcd the rvhole world clcan of rhs filth of

s in.  "" '

' l l.rerefore, concludcs St. Nicholas,

lss St. Svmcon thc Ncw -l-he oloqiin . Firsr-(lrurat Man, pp.4647'

'5"  Ib id. .  p.47.
l( '( '  St. Nicholrs Crrbrrsitrs, 7/z' t ' i l i  in ()hri it: I '( i  I 50:5lt9(l-59lAr in idcrrt // ' 'r '

I . i l i  in Christ \C,rcsrvttxrd, N.Y.: Sr. Vllt l inrirs Scntinrrrv l)rcss. 1974) p 120'

( l l { l iAl  h l )  lN IN(:() l {RtJP. l  l ( )N

'l 'hc hbors ancl relrs of rhosc who repenr ofsins afrcr rhe blprisnral
rvrrshing rncl plcad for grace stand in nccd of rhc lllood of rhe Ncw
(lovcnrrnt and of the Body rvhich rvas slain, sincc rhcv lrhc labors
and tcrrsl are of no avail wirhour rhcnr Ithc t]odt, :rnd l]loodj.r,'r

Elsewhere St. Nicholas affirnrs r[]at, in thc Holy F.ucharist, wc also par-
take of Christ'.s resurrcction, since "we rcceive rhc Riscn Onc Himsclf
... the ve ry Bencfactor Hirnsell', thc vcrv Ienrple whcrcorr is fbrrnclecl
rhc wholc conrpass of gr,rccs."""

Spir i rual  rcstrrrcct iorr  in ( lhr isr- thc t rn i t ing of  r lan' .s soul  rv i rh
[) iv inc gr lcc-rcopcns rhc wr; ' ro dci f icar ion wlr ich had bccn closcd
t()  rn i ln i l t  rhc f i l l . ' l 'hrorrgh(,ur r l tc i r  l ivcs,  ( ) r rhot | rx ( lhr isr ians arc r<>
grow toward l nrorc firll tlciflcirrion, a nrolc pcrfccr parriciprrion in
( i rx l ls  l i f i ' . ' l 'h is grarr ic ipar ion in ( lod is ncvcr ro cnd, bur passcs i r r ro
cvcrl;rsting spiritual life in the Kingclonr of Heaven.

As rvill be re membered, mankind had been cur ofFfronr both parl-

disc urrrl lrcavcn at the fll l. Now, through Christ, both havc becn
opcncd again to man. Vhen parrcd lrorn thc body rrr dcirth, rhc souls
ol thosc rcclccnred by Chrisr rrot only p:rss ro l)aradise, which St. John
l) . r r r r i rsccnc dcscr ibcs as " luxrrr i lnt  wirh evcr-blooming plants,  f i l lcd
rvirh fr:rgrance, flooclecl wirh lighi'; ' ' ' '  bur thcy also prrss ro hcaven, thc
pl . rcc in which rhe angcl ic powcrs dwel l , r" 'and which is i r lso c lcscr ibcd
.rs a place fll led wirh light. -fhLrs, as Sr. Orcgory of Nyssa proclaims,
through (ihrist's rcclenrptive work

l)lr:rclisc, even heavcn itsclf, is:rccessiblc ro nran; lnd rhc crcarron,
both of thc world and lbove rhc r.r,orlcl, rvhich lon{l irgo lvls scr :rr
vlrirncc wirh itsclf, is flr roge'rhcr in fiienclship; and rvc nrcn arc

r"r lbid.; I,C 150:5ttlA; in lfu Lif i in (: l, i \t |1)74), p. l l .1; ct. Nell:rs. I)rrft., l ta,r
iu Chritt, p. | 26.

l ("  St .  Jrr f r r r  [ ) r rnrrrsccnc, I :* t t t l : i rposi t ior2.1l ; l r ( ] ,vol . . ]7.p.2. ]0.
r'" lbid. 2..1: p. 2{)ti.
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made ro ioin in rhc rngels' song, offiring thc $orshiP of thcir Prarse
to (iod. "' '

'I hese blcssed realms werc opcttetl to mirn ri€iht efter Christ'.s dcath

lntl cven belore His bodily rcsurrccrion; fbr, ls we havc scctr' it wits

rhen rhat Christ delivered thc rightcous froni hltlcs:rtrd rirised thern to
"a placc of rest and of light."""' As Sr. Nicholas Crrbasilas explains, Hc

licccl the nr from spirittral death by mc:rns of His bodily dcath:

\Whcn it rv:ts nccessary thllt thc clltrivcs of haclcs lre sct frcc' ]lc

[(ihrisr] did n()t cntrust this rvork ro angcls or :trchangels' bttr He

ll inrself dcsccndcd inro thrt prison. Since it rvrs firtirrg tlrat rhc cap-

tivcs shoulcl nor rcccivc frccdonr grrruitotlslv' hut bv bcing ran-

sonrcd, I Ic sct thcnr frce lry slrcddirlg [{is blootl.r"-

l-hus, as St. John Danr:rscenc clcclarcs: "By nothing else exccpt the
(iross of our l.orcl Jesus (lhrist has . . . hadcs bcen plLrndered . . . landl

tlrc gates of Paradise opcned.""'t 'I 'he slmc teaching is proclainretl in

rhc Divine serviccs of the ()rthodox Church, ,rs for example in the

Kontakion for the Srrntlay of thc Cross (the 'l-hird Strntlay of Cireat

Lent), conrposccl by Sr. -l ' lreoclore the Srudite:

No longcr docs rhe flarring sworcl (cf. (len .]:24) gtrard thc gare of

Fldcn, lor it hrrs becn nrirlculotrsly <lttcnchc.l by thc wood of thc
(lross. lhc sringi ofdcarh rnd thc vicrorv ofhades have bcen abol-

ishcd, fbr'l 'hou didst cornc, nlv Savior' cryirtg ro thosc itr hadcs,
"L)nrcr again into ['arrclisc." r""

r('i St. (ircs<rrv ol Nvss.r. ;l S,'n,ru litr rlu' l trrst ol t/'t Liglu l'(l 4(r:(r00Allr cf.

NPNl.2nd Scr ics,  vol .5,  p.524
rr'( '  Scc p. 73 abovc.
r('- Sr. Nichohs ( leb:tsi|rs. l/,t Lil i  in (. l lr isr 11974), pp l42-43.
r{'s Sr. .f olrrr [):rn.rsecnc, I ')xrtr l i tTasitiou 4 l lr I(] 94rl l l8l) I l29Al ct. Nl)N[:

lnd Scr ics,  vol .9,  p.80.
tt"t ( ' .1. I lr l tntcn l j. iodion \L',;ntlo:: l i irbcr errcl l i :rfrcr. I l) i l t), pp. 342 4-i.

cr{ l tA ._D IN INCORTIUp f  l ( )N

()nc of rhc first ro bc r:riscd ro I)aradisc was a persor) who war
clc:rrlv rrnworrhy, but who ncvcrrhclcss believccl in (lhrist and was
thcrcby redecnrcd rhrough His death.'l-his was rhe repcnrant rhicfcru-
ci f icc l  a long with Chr ist ,  ro whom ( lhr isr  s.r id,  " ' lbday shal t  thoLr be
with Me in l)aradisc" (l.uke 23:43). Also rrnong rhosc who rvcrc
brought ro Paradisc and hcaven were Adam and Eve, who, in thc ()r-
thodox icon of  the "harrowing of  hel l , "  l rc dcpictcd being pul lcd out
of rhe dark regions by Ohrisr.

'l'hc Order oJ'Redtnption (l/): P/rysiatl Resurrtttiott

Vhat we have descr ibcd is only rhc f l rsr  k ind of  resurrcc-
tion-spirirual resurrccrion-rhar has becn nrrde possible by Ohrisr.
Thc scconcl kind-physical resurrecrion-will occur ar thc Scconcl
Coming rhrough the saving powcr of Christs resurrecrion.

l 'h is rccords wi th the order of  rcdcmpt iorr  our l incd by Sr.
Syrneon above. As St.  Symcon poinrs our,  whi le Chr ist ians arr  rp i r i -
tu:rlly reborn and unitecl with (iod in rhe (lhurch, thcv stil l cxpcri-
cnce phvsical  death and corrupr ion.  In r l re c lsc of  sorne sirr l r rs,
Irowevcr, God grants a certain rclirtive incorrul.rtion to thcir bodics af'-
rcr tleath:

l-ike iron burning in the firc parrakcs of rhc hrter's brill i lncc anrt
loses irs dark coloring, rhcn, whcn t:rkcrr rwly fronr rhc fbrgc, rurns
cold and dark irgain, so in f:rc do rhe bodics of rhc sainrs, by rhc
gracc united ro rheir souls. parrakc of thc Divinc flrc, rnd arc slnc-
rificcl, ud burn irrclnclcsccnr, ln.l becolnc thernsclves rranslLrccrrr,
artd arc rcstorccl rrs nrorc cxccllcnr, nrorc prccious by fhr, rhln orhcr
boclic's. Whcn, though, thc soul dc;rrrrs rntl is scpararcd fionr rhe
body of thc sainr, Ihis bocly] is inrnrc<li:rtely given ovcr ro corrul)-
rion and bcgins shorrlv ro dissolvc. IJur srill, sLrch botlies nrav re-
m:rin for nrany ycars, ncirher wholly incorrurpr rror lgain <;uirc
corruprccl, but kccping yer rhr' indicarions crrch of corruprion lntl
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irrcorrutption, bcing prescrvccl fbr rhc flnel rcsllrrcctiotl rvhcn rhcy

shrrll bc nrrdc ;,erfictlv nc*'and incorruptilrlc ' "

St. Svrrrcon rhcn asks whv this is: thlt is, whv, when thc saints have

alrcrtly bccn gr:rntccl spiritual rcstlrrection b1'()od, nrust thev wair rtr

bc grnnrccl  fhvr ical  rcsurrcct ion? ln artswering this qucst ion'  Sr '

Svmcon harkcns blck to thc originll creation' wlrcn the itrcorrupt cos-

,,ru:; *,,r; nraclc firr incorrLtpt man to c vell in Having already esrab-

l ished that t r tan's condi t iot l  t l l t ls t  corrcsPoncl  wi th rhat of  h is

crrvirontt'rct'tt, St. Synteon ot,scrues tbar tll:l l l crll.l l lot be rcstored to pcr-

fcct physical incorrugrtion tlntil the rcst of crcltion is raised to that

st:rte as wcll:

lr wus ttot litting rhirr nrcn'.s boclics shotrld bc rcstorcd and nladc in-

corruptible bctirrc tlrc renewirl ol-all tlrc crcatiorr' lnstcad' iLtst as the

cleltcd worl,l wirs flrst brortglrt into cxisrcncc ls incorrrtpr' ancl rhen

latcr, nran, so ag:tin it is crcation which nrttsr first lrc rranstbrnted

frotl corrrtption into incorntpltiotr.r I

It is in thc (lencral Rcsurrcction that all thc fiuits ofClhrist's inelr'-

nirtion, tlcltlr attcl rcsurrcctiotr lre to lrc firlly revcllccl' At that tinre' bc-

clrrsc (lhrist :trosc from rlrc deacl, becoming thc "firstfruits of thosc

wh<l h:rve fhllen asleep" ( I Cor. l5:20)' thc ttnnatttrll scprlration of tlre

soul fiom the body at delth, which bcpiln at the Rrll, will be overcomc

fbr all mankin<1, and man will expericnce everlastitrg physical lifc in

bodics that havc beetr nratle once aeaitr incorruptible''-t "-l-he dc;rd

crtF.A f  Lt)  tN INC()RRUp. ()N

shall be raised incorruptible," writes rhe Apostle Prrul, "lnd wc shall be
changed" (l (lor. l5:52). Moreovcr, as we have discLrsscd errrlier, the
entire visible crearion will be re-crcared :rnd bccomc incorruptible
along with nran, sincc it exists fbr rlan'.s slke.

'l lr Rutoratiott of'Incoruption

Adam, it will bc rcmenrbered, was supposed ro rlise thc first-crc-
atcd world closer ro (iod rhrough his own spiritual lscerrr to (locl.

Adam failcd in rhis purpose. Not onlv did he fli l to raise up rhc crc-
at ion to ( lod,  l rut  through his s in hc l lso broughr the incornrpr crc-
ation down into corruption. l 'hercfbrc, the Second Adarn-Jcsus
(--hrisr-canrc to rcsrorc whar rhc flrsr Aclanr hacl losr: LIc canrc ro rc-
store m: ln to rhc communion with ( lod and ro thc incorrupr ion i r r
which he lived befbre rhe firll, and ro resrore rhe enrire cosrnos ro irs
fbrme r state of incorruption.

ln the passage fiom Rornnns rhat we hirvc cliscusscd carlier, Sr. Paul
writes of the future :rge of rhe rencwed, incorrupr crcation which will
conre into being after rhe Cicncrll Resurrection: "l rcckon rhat thc suf'-
fcrings of the present time are nor worthy ro be compared with the
glory which shall be rcvealecl in us. For thc carnesr cxpccrarion of rhe
cre:rtion cagerly waiterh for thc manilestarion of rhc sons of God li.c.,
those redeemed by Christl. For rhe creation was nrade subjccr ro firti l-
ity, not willingly, but becausc of Hirn [God] Vho subjecred it lto futil-
i ty ]  in hope I i .c. ,  in hope of  rhe ( iener:r l  Rcsurrccr ion] .  Bccausc r l rc

lblkrws: " lhc lLcsurrcct ion is thc rcsromtion of lhunr.rrr l  nrrrrrc. SLtch thin{s ( lod

givcs frccly, fbr jusr as l lc fbrnrs us wirhcxrt Lrs rvi l l ing ir .  so l lc l i r lnrs us uncrv
though rvc hirvc conrribLrrcd norhing to ir .  On rhc othcr h,rnd, the Kirrt ldonr i lc l
thc v is ion of( i rx l  und Lrnion rv i th ( lhr isr . r rc jovs rvhich dcpcnd on rv i l l ingncss.
' [-hcy 

erc thus possiblc orr lv |<rr r lrosc who hlvc been wil l ing ro rcccivc therr tr l l
hevc krvcd thcnr ancl longccl l i rr  rhcnr. For such i t  is l ining rh:rt  rhcy should cnjov
thc plcscncc of thc thinss fbr rvhich rhcv longcd; l i rr  rhc unrvi l l ing i t  is rrrrpossr,
blc.. . .  Ooc nccd not thcrcl ir lc nrl lvcl rhlr w,lr i le,r l l  wi l l  l ivc in inrnrorr;r l i rv. r t  rs nor
i r l l  who wi l l  l ivc in blcssecl t rcss" (St.  Ni .h, , l . r '  ( . rh.rr i l : rs.  / / , ,  1t l t  i t t  r  ln ist  2:  l ' { , )
|5{) :54I( l l ) ,5444 cl .  l /u l . i / i ' in  (  ) / t is t  l l , )  , -  4]1.  pp.  l t I  l l l ) .

1-rl St. Svnrcon rhc Ncw l hcolosielt, l l thiotl l) irotrrttt l  l l  S(l l12:2{)2 4: cl oa

tl,,. lvlytintl Lili'. vol. l. p. 34r l:irsr'Orcttcd Mtt, pp' 99 lt)0
t-r 1i1r14 ; 7)11 tfu MyttiLr l,ifi, vol. l. p. j5r cl l:irst'(.nuel lvfun' 1t' \llll'

r-rVhilc elt pcopie rvil l  bc rrisccl in incorruPtiblc rncl inrrntrrtrl bodies not 'r l l

wil l  cnjoy cucrlasring blesscdncss. ' l  lrrrsc who rcccive (ihrist s gil i  t ' I  sirlvlt iorr wil l bc

,".,,r.".,. 'r.1 unto ctsrnit l i lc. as (ihrist savs; rvhilc thosc rvho rcicct ir wil l be restrr-

r! 'ctcd unt() t l,rnrn.trion (ct John 5:29). St Nichohs (lebesiLls clttcicletts this as
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crcarion itsclfelso shall bc tlclivcred fronr the bondagc of corrLtprion

inro thc glor iotrs l ibcrty of thc chi ldrcn of( locl .  For wc know rhl t  thc

wholc crcrtiott grorrrreth antl trav:rilcth in paitl togcrher utlti l now And

not on11, tlre crcltiotr, bttt ottrsclves also' which havc rhc tirsrfitrits of

the Spirit, cvetr wc ottrsclves groatl wirhitr oursclvcs' waiting fbr rhc

aclopt ion,  that  is ,  rhc redetrpt iotr  of  our body" (Ronr.  8:  l8-23).

Archinranclr i te Just in l )opovich,  scrt in l l  fbrrh thc cotnmon Patr ist ic

inrcrprerar ion of thcsc words ofrhc Apost lc PaLt l '  lsscrts rhat the l ibcr-

ation of crcatiotr fiont corrttptiott will nrark thc lrcginning of rhe ncw

hcavcn lnd new crrth spokcn of lry tlrc Aposrles I'cter ancl John (cf' 2

l 'e t .  .J:  I  . l l  Apoc. 2l :  I  ) :

Bv his prinrorrlial sin, Ill ltr clrricrl all of ttrtttttc rllottg aficr hinr' :rnd

surrcn.lcrcd it to sl,tverv to sin atrd tlclrh' rttld rhc rvholc Divincly

fashioned crcrriotr urrcclsitrglv sig,hs and rllotlrns ovcr this' awliring

its libcration fiont sitt rrrd clcath, rvhiclr rhc l,orcl Jestrs rvill gratrt on

thc l,rst day, tr:rtrsfornring ir by I-lis I)ivine-humln ccottonty ofsalva-

tiotr irrto :r trcw heavctr lttcl I ttcu' clrth' "wlrcrcin dwclleth righ-

rcousncss" (l I 'er. .l:I.l). l 'hc (lhrist-vearnitrg scer of tnYstcrics, tlrc

Apostlc of thc rtpocelvptic end of thc u'orld rntl of the rrlnsfigtrr:t-

rion ofcrerrrion, St. John rhe -l hcologilrr' u'rts trradc rvorthy of it spc-

cial rcvclation of (iocl ro sce rhe fitrr'rre new hcavctt atrd new cilrth

"And I slu" he savs, ,r ncw helven and ,l ncw c,rrth: fbr the flttt

hcl"cn rtrd thc flrst certh *crc lr,rsscd lrvay" (Apoc.2l:ll cf ls'

( r5:  17,  ( r ( r :2f) . r -1

I;r. Jusrin firrthcr bears rvitness tlrat rhe clclivcrance of the visiblc

crcxtion will n\..rk irs rcstollttiol, to tl)c incorrttption arlcl be;rury thar

belongcd to it before thc fall, ancl that this will occur by reason of

God's restorirtion of tnan ro his primordial statc:

l-r Archirrrrr.llitc.ltrstin Popovich. Ort/tolor lltilosqth.y of lruh: I)ogn'ttitt, vol' )'

pp.7()5-96.

cl l . l iAl  t i t )  tN tN(r)RRul, l  l ( )N

Sincc on rhc [ .asr [ )a1's in and t lcarh wi l l  bc abol ishcd bv thc coming

of(,hrist thc Lord, ull of nutulc wil l ;r lso bc ficed from slavcry to srn

and derthr ir wil l be transfirrnrcd antl rvil l  lreqin ro shinc with its pri-

rnorclial Ior origin,rl], plcesing, sirrlcss. rrn.l ir lnrortrl bcauty,. l 'hc

resurrcction ofthc dcad wil l be thc cnd ofdcuth not only firr peoplc,

lrur f ir l l l l  visiblc nrttrre, which had bccn srrbjcctcd ro dcarh ancl cor-

ruption (luc rc thc sin-loving wil l of irs haughtv lortl. rrrrrn (cf. l lom.

t i :20).  Sin,  cvi l ,  s ickncss, death-al l  thcsc arc rhc f i r id,  a l ien sccl i -

rrcnts of nran, witlr u h ich hc soilcd and clisfigurcd thc sinlcss flcc ol '

nirnrrc. l lrt thc l,ortl . lcsus, by thc l ight of His conring, wil l wlsh

arvay rl l rhis fionr rhe bcaurif ir l f ircc of (locl-crcltcrl anrl [) ivinclv

wovcn naturc, rrncl ir wil l atl in bcgin ro shinc in irs sinlcss gooclncss

arrd inefl irble bcrLrry (cf. (icn. l:. l l). Lly His resror:rrion ofnran ro

thc plirnordirl stltc, thc Lor(l rvil l  r lso rcstorc nlturc'to its prinror-

dial ,  s in lcss starc ( l lonr.  U:21).  
. l  

hcn not only rv i l l  Ohr isr-vcarnrng

lreo;rle bc "restorcd to rhcir rrrcicrrt betuty" (l: l t,/ogitatia of the

lhunihhidt) ,  [ rut  r r lso al l  of  narurc-by rhc acr ion of  ( io. l 's

gracc-wil l throw arvly and cast ofl fronr itsclf all sins, :rl l  cvil, l l l

consequences of  s in and cvi l .  r r r r r l  wi th thcm t le l rh i tsel f . r ' '

'I 
lrc Pcnnanent Ddficatiott oJ Mtn and tltr (hsnos

[Jut it was not or)lv to rcstore wlrat the first Atlanr hrtl rrrincd thlr

thc Sccond Adarn, our Lorcl Jesus (lhrisr, canre upon rhis eirth. (lhrisr

also carne to acconplish what thc firsr Adanr had fir i letl to acconrplish.

Man, it wil l lre rcnrcnrbcrccl, hlt l t lccn crcrrrcd fi)r dcif lcarion. As St.

Syrncon the New Iheologian rvr i res,  i fAdanr ancl  l :vc had not f ) l lcrr ,
"thc sotrl of'cach woulcl h:rvc bcconrc brightcr," lnd rnln "rvoLrld havc

bccn lctl up itr duc timc t() rl nrorc perfi 'ct glory ancl transfbrnrirt iorr,

drawing ncarer ro ( ]od ancl  to thc rays which spr ing f ronr His [ ) iv in-

i ry" ' - 'A.  we hrvc sccn, throush His rcdenrpt ivc rvork ( lhr ist  has al-

rcadv grantcd to mun thc possibil i ty to expcricncc such e clcif lcarion of

r- '  Ibit l., pp. 7{)2-9.}.
[ i Src p. 24 ellrvc.
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soul in and through His (lhurch-a tlcification that is ro grow antl bc-

con'rc nlore perf-ect in thc lifi ' ro contc. Itt the (iencrll Rcsttrrcetiotr'

however, Hc will do more than this: ln reuniting matr's soul with his

trody, Hc will granr an evcrlasting clciflcation ro nrln's body together

u, i th his soul ,  and l long rv i th man He wi l l  grant unending dei f icat ion

to the entire cosmos,
ln thc words of .scripttrre and thcir interprctatiott by the Farhers,

u,e can flncl indicirtions of how this will cornc to pass: 'l 'he 
Pernlancnt

deification of nran's body ancl the cosnros will occtlr toscther with tlleir

beccrming not onlv incornrpr bLtt also sPirihnl.
' l 'hc Apostlc Parrl rvrites: "So also is the rcsttrrcctiotr of rhe dead. lt

is  sown i r r  corrupt ioni  i t  is  ra iscd in incorrupt i<1tr . . . .  l r  is  sown a natLt-

ral bodyl ir is raisccl a spiriturrl lrodv.'l 'here is a natural body, irnd therc

is a spiritLral [rocl1'.... Now rhis I say, lrrethrcn, that flesh and bloocl

c i lnnot inher i t  thc k ingdom of ( iot l ;  neirher c loth corrupt ion inhcr i t

incorruption. llchold, I sltow you a lrvstcry; Ve shall nor all sleep, bLrr

rve shal l  a l l  be changed. ln i r  moment,  in rhc rwinkl ing of  an cye, : r r  thc

last trLtmP; for the trumper shall souncl, and the deed shall be raised in-

corrupriblc, and we shall bc clranged. For rhis corruprible ntust pttt otr

i r . rcorrupr ion,  lncl  th is mort l l  ml lst  ptr t  on imnrort : t l i ty"  ( l  Cor.  l5:42'

44,50-53\.
F.xplicating this Par-rline reaching, Fr. Justin Popovich notes tlut

rhe boclics of all pcople-borh rhosc thlt have died and those that are

still alive at the Sccond (loming of Christ-rvill be changed in the

srnle way. "'l 'hus," l.re s:rys,

lll pcoplc will be nrrde c<1url, all rvill rcquire spirittral lrodics' sirtcc

n,rtLrral bodies will be trattsfbrnrccl into spiriturrl ones. Atrtl this

transfornrltion, this changc ofbocly, rvill occur "in I nromenr, in thc

ru'inkling of an cyc, ,tt thc llst trurnp." Hora'? []v thc prorver of thc

rcsrrrrcctcd l.ord (lhrist, lor He b1' His rlmighrv [)ivinc powcr rvill

lcecl otrr ot tleath rll thc botlics of thc tlerrtl, ":rnd thc dcrcl sh:lll bc

rrrisctl incolluptiblc": thlr uhich lras cliccl, rhrt is, rhc [tocl1', will rise

( l l {LA l  l i l )  lN lN( l ( ) l tRLlPl l ( )N

incornrpr. Ihlt rvhich cornprises rhc csscnce of rhc boc|' rvil l  r isc

incorlupt-that which rlakcs nrv lxrcly nrinc, vorrr bodl yours. lr is

boclv his, clch onc'.s lrodv Iris own. AIthou{rh rhesc rvil l  bc "spirirLrirl

boclics," thcv wil l ncvcrrhclcss bc rhc srrrrc borlics rh:rr diccl lncl irrc

norv rcsurrccrccl. l 'hc slrrre thing rvil l  occtrl wirh thosc rvhorrr thc
(iv^ncral l{csrrrrcctiorr rvil l  f ind l iving on crrrh-thcv wil l rerrain rhc
sunrc lTodics, brrr rhcv u,i l l  rurn from trcinq phvsical ro bcinr: sf ir i-

tLral .  Al l  rh is rv i l l  l r . rppcn i r r  srrch a r tav rhl t  I 'crer u i l l  rcnrain l )crcr  i r r

his bodv, I)rrul-l 'rrrl in his bocL,, and Mrlk l\ ' lrrk, l ikovisc in his

botlr'. | 
'"

I  low l re wc to undcrsrand the i r rcol lupt  ant l  spir i rual  bodv of  man

bevond thc ( lcncral  Rcsrrrrcct ion,  p l r t icul l r lv  i r r  l ighr ofour discus-

sion of nran'.s incorrupt bor'lv bcfirrc rhc Rrll? t:;rrlicr wc tluored Sr.
Sytncon in saying that "Aclanr was cre:rtc<l rvith un incornrptiblc bocl1,,
rhouglr  one which was nratcr ia l  ant l  on thc wlrolc not yct  spir i rual ,"
and thrt, if Aclam had not firllen, his "pcrcepriblc ancl matcrirl bodv"
woukl hrvc bccome "altered rncl changed inro an inrrnrrerial lntl spiri-
tu:r l  one, into somcthing beyond sense percept ion."r  

'Ve 
also t luotcd

St. MlxinrLrs as saying rhat first-crerrcd lnan wils, rhrough living I lifi '
o fv i r t r rc l ikc that  of the angels,  to "bccome ls subt lc as spir i r "  ant l  "no

longcr t icd to earth by any bot l i ly  weiqht." ' ' "  Herc Srs.  .svnrcon rrnd
Mrximus are speaking of rclrrtivc dcgrccs of corporcllitv for ls we hlvc
scen the bodies ofAdam and live in their originll, inct.lrnrpr srnrc, cvcrr
rvhilc not having yet becn altcrcd ro bccome spiritual, tl irl nor htvc rhc
qrosser nratcrill ity or "crxrrscr flcsh" thlt otrr bodics now havc. Sr.
Grcgorv of Sinai observes that otrr spirirLral bodies afier rhc (icncr:rl

[{csr.rrrcction will in fact corrcsprond wirh tl.rc incorrrrl:rr boclies of
Aclitnr and Evc befirrc rhc fall:

r-r 'Archinrerrclritc frrstin l 'opovich. ()thotlox I 'hiloso2lt_y ol lt rh: l)osDtlrt it i ,vol.. l,
pp. 797 9tl.

r-- Scc pp. 10, 2.'1 :rbovc.
t r Scc P. . lJ itbovc.
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'l hc body in its incorrupriblc statc will bc carthv. bur ir will lre with-

out hunrors rrnd nrlrcrial dcnsitr'. indcscribably trlnsmutcd fiom an

unspirituirl body inro:t spirirr.rll bodv (cl I Cor. l5:44), so th:rt rt

will bc in its gotllike reflncnrcnt and subtlcncss lroth carthy ano

hcavenlv. lts state whcn ir rvill bc rcsLtrrccrccl will bc sirrrilar to thlr in

which it was origin:rlly crcrrccl (cl llorrr. 8:29; Phil. 3:21) rhrotrgh

f i r l l  parr ic ipr t ion in His Div in i ty.r ' ' '

Man's body in rhe bcginning, then, nright Lrc said to be "similrr" to

his body in the ( leneral  l lesurrcct ion,  in that  t rorh share the qual i ty of

incorrrrpt ion.  Neverthcless,  i t  is  only in thc ( ieneral  Resurrect ion r t rat

human bodics wi l l  be pcrfcct lv and inrrnurablv sgr i r i t t ra l iz-ed ant l

diviniz-ed. -l 'hc prorlise of this future contlirion is scen itr the resur-

rectcd body of Chrisr.
Vhen Chrisr  rose from the dead, His body was l ikc thc spir i tual

body that Adam was supposed rc attain bv asccnditrg to (lod in Para-

dise. As we know from Scrigrtrrrc, in His resurrcctcd, spiritual body
(lhrist left the ronrb wlrile :r stone stil l scaled thc door (cf. Matt.

28:2),'*" He entcred rhe room of the :rpostles while the doors remained

shur (cf. John 20: I 9), and Hc appearecl rnd vanished at will (cf. l-trkc

24:3 I ). Evcn so, in orcle r ro show His disciples that Hc was not nrerely

a spirit bur lratl risen in the samc body that hatl becn crucified, He

prermitted the Apostle 'fhomas to touch his wttutrcls and ate in the

presence of His disciples (cL l-uke 24:4.1). Il lessed 'l-heophylacr of

Ohrid writcs of this mvstcry as fbllorvs:

'l 'his is horv we ntust uttdcrstltrcl rhc body of rhc l,ord afier thc res-

urrcction: ir is spiritual, rcflnccl, a strarrger to all coarscness. lt nccds

nothing, rror cvcn tirod, alrhough thc [,ord did clr to cotrflrnr thc

r- ' )  Sr. ( ircgorv ol Sirt , t i . () t t  ( . 'otnna wlnent! l t  /  I)odrird 4(i i  cf.  I ' / t i lokal ,vol.4,

p. 221.
13" As St. M.rtther" rccor. ls, . t l icr '  ( lhr ist rcsLrrrcctccl i rnd lcf i  rhc tonrb, :rn rtngcl

' ' rol lcd lreck rhc storrc lronr thc. lo,rr. , tn. l  sl t t  Ltpon i t . ' '

(:RttAI't_t) IN INcOI{Rt.lp. ( )N

clisciples' belicf. FIc rrc, rror becausc His rcsurrcctcd body by irs na,
ture necded fbod, but by econom\,, to shorv rhat His riscn bocly w:rs
thc samc which suflc'rcd on the (-ross. for this is rhe nrrurc of the
l,ord's bodv now: ro cnrcr whcrc d<xrrs :rrc shut and ro pass cflirrr-
lcssly fiom onc krcation ro anorlrer Bccausc rhc clisciplcs srill clid not
belicve and hlcl not ycr bccn convincecl even bv rouching His hlnds
and [i 'ct, l-lc of'hrs yer lnorhcr proof, rhlt of c:rring. But what Hc
c.rts is consumcd bl,sonte [)ivinc powcr, fbr all rhirt is crrren in I nlr-
ural nranner;r:rsscs frorn rhe morrrh to rhc drain. llur rvhar thc [_ord
ears hcrc is not lccording to narurc, irs wc havc saitl, but by ccort
omy. 'n '

Since Christ arosc in a spirirual body, Hc will raisc nrarrkind in
such a body ar rhe lasr day: a bodv both incorrupr lnd spirirual. ltLrr-
thernrore, since the rest of crcarion cxisrs fbr nran, He will nor onry rc-
store it ro incorruprion bur will :rlso makc it spiriruai rogcrhcr with
l l l : l  l t .

St. Syrncon writes of this with il luminaring precisior.r. Having af-
fi nred rhat all creation will bc rraclc incorrupr along wirh nrln in rhc
(lcncrrrl Resurrection jusr as ir was nrldc incorrupt wirlr hirn in rlrc bc-
gitrning,rtr St. Symeon goes on ro say rhar borh nran and rhe resr of
crearion will also be ntade spirirual:

'Ibgethcr wirh Irhc crcation] and ar thc samc rill lc, rhc corruptc<l
bodics of nrcn rvill be rcncwcd, such thar, hinrsclf having lreconrc ar
oncc spiritual lrrd irrrrrrorral, ntan ntay have irn incorrupt, and spiri-
rual, and evcrlasring place in which ro clwcll. l-isren ro rhe Aposrtc
Pctcr for rhc rruth ofthis: "'l 'hc day ofrhc l.ord will conre likc a rhicf
in rhc nighr, ,rncl rhcn rhe hcavcns shall burn rnd bc dissolved, trnd
rhc clcnrcnrs shrll nrelr irwry wirh firc" (2 I'er. .l: I0). l his docs not

lBl Blcsscd 
.l 

hcoplryl.rcr of ()hrid and L\ulttrit, l ltt |l:/,rturtiou of rht l loly (itsptl
aoorl i tg to St. 1-rf i ' (HoLrst 'Springs. Mo.: Chrysosronr trrcss, 1997), p. - i24.rsl Scc pp.49-50. lJO atrove.
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mciln thirt thcv slull be rlcsrroyed, bttr rrrher rc-fitrqed atr.l trans-

nrutcd into l  grc l ter  : rnd cvcr last i t rg concl i t iotr . . . .

Bur rrorv it is t ime fbr us to cxinrinc horv crcatiott shall be re-

ncwcd arrd rcsrorccl to its original belury....

Jtrst rrs our bo<lies, rt lthouqlt thcv dissolvc fbr l r intc, t lo trot

p:lss.lwrry firrcvcr, but u'i l l  bc rcnervcd again at thc rcsurrcction, so'

roo. rui l l  hc,rvcn and c,r th and al l  thar is rv i th in thcnt th l t  is ,  a l l

of crcrrrion-lrc ntatlc ,rtcrv lnd l ibcratcd l iorn the bondlgc of cor-

rupr ion.  
. l 'hc 

c lcmcnts thcnrsclvcs u ' i l l  shalc wirh t rs in that  incl t r -

dcscerrcc from ,rbovc, and in tlrc s,rnrc u'ay thrtr wc shall lre tricd bv

firc, so. nccordittg to thc Apostlc. shrrl l r l l  crcation bc rcncrvccl

rlrrorrgh fire.. . .

I lolvcvel rcncu'ccl, crcation wil l r lot lcttr!rl to rvhat it rvas cle-

ltccl in rhc bcginning. By no nrc:rns. Rathcr, iust irs it is sorvn l 'har-

ural body," accorcling to thc saving (l Cor. l5:44), so it is rl isc(l I

bocly, nor l ikc rhc flrsr mani befbr. 'rhc rrrtnsgrcssion-i.c., ntaterial,

pcrccpriblc, lncl nturrblc, nccding nr.,rcovcr ph1'sical fbod-btrt in-

src:rcl r body rvhollv spiritual and intnrtttrblc; strch I body as that of

our Masrer :rnd (iod aftcr His rcsurrcction, t lrc body of thc Second

Aclanr, Vho is our "firstborn l iorrr the dcad" ((]ol. l: I u). As His

body rvrts n f,rr diffcrcnt thing than thc old Achn.rls, so shall t l tc wirotc

crcirt ion, in the slnrc rvlty and rtt Cod\ conrnrltrd, not bccomc wh:rt

ir rvas befirrc, nratcri l l  :rncl pcrccptiblc, bttr bc transfbrmccl in rhc

rc-birth into an imnrarerial, spiritual t lwcll ing phcc, be1<,ncl any

Perccprion of thc scnscs.'" '

Vlren St. Symcon says rhar ottr trodies and the rcst of crcation wil l

bc "irnnratcrial (d,Orov)" in the (ieneral Rcsurrectiotr, he is lgain spcak-

ing of irnrnateriality in a relative sensc. I-hc rettewed crcation wil l in-

dccd bc "imnratcri l l" in conrparison rvith its prescnt statc and cvcn

wirh its conclit ion bcfore thc fall. [- lorvcvcr, ir wil l trot bc cnti lely

r$r St. Svnrcon thc Nov ' l  hcologi: tn. [ ihi tr l  l ) ivourst

)l ). cl'. Ou tlu ill.ystitdl Lili. vol. | , pp. l5-.1('. .llJ .19.

( lRhdl l t l )  IN IN(t()RRLIP I  l ( )N

intntatcrial, since according ro Sr. Synrcon arrcl orher Holy Fathcrs onry
( lod in Himscl f  is  whol ly inrmlrer ia l  rncl  Lr  ncircu r lscr ibccl :  in rct : r r ron
to Hinr, evcn angels and human souls l)ossess a degrec of marerialitv
r t r rd are c i rcunrscr i t rcd by r inre ant l  sprce. 'n 'As rve l r lve scen, rhe rcsur-
rected, spirirual body of Chrisr, ro rvhich St. Synrcon likcns rlan's lrody
and the whole cosmos after rhe (lencr:rl Resurrccrion, was nor cnrircly
withour coloc,re;r l iw.  "

r" '  In r l iscussing rhc renewcd crcation, St. Svmcon r lkcs p:r ins ro sev rh;rt  i t  u, i j l  ror
lrc cntirclv ir lnr;rrcr i l l  rnd uncircunrscribct l :  Norv, then, trv ro inlrqinc rvirh nrc l
worlt l  rvhich is sPir irLrir l  :rrrd r iscs bcvontl  orrr scnsc Pcrecption. l l rrr.  rvhlr is bo,r,rrt l
scnsiblc pcrcepr ion i rnd spir i tur l  is  r lu i te inrornprchcnsiblc l i r r  r rs,  end invir ib lc. . . .  l r
is in this scnsc. thcrcf irre-, rh:rt  wc c:rn cl iscoursc.r lrotrr rhc.rngcls. i .c.,  rh.rr rhcv erc
elso. in ef l tcr,  sonrr:horr cnrbodicd lnd circunrscri txblc, ir t  lcust rvhcn contl irrc(t lo
thc atrsoltrrclv imnrarcrial :rnd trodi less narure of [) iviniry.. . .  lhc s:rnrc rc.rsonir,g
lr. lcls fbr thc soul as *cl l .  ( i rmparcd ro ( ioJ \X'h,,  i ,  b1 ,r.r tur. l r .r l i lc1.. .q1111 1., 11,"
l rgcls,  thc:oul  is  r rs i r  wcrc bodi ly rnd ci rcunrscr i l td. . . .  l i r r  rnorr : r l  pcr.rcpr i .n,
h.rvc'cr, i r  is.rfrogcrhcr [ ' r l i lcss untl  i rrc.rrprchcrsitr lc \ l l t l , i t , l  I) ixttu^r,:  Li:  Ott
t l t , l lyst i tal  / . i f i .  vol.  I ,  pp.39-40).

St. ST,nrcoo\ nrcnrion (sec bclorv) ol f lorvcrs un<l hcevcrr ly trocl ics in rhc rcnovcd
creerion proviclcs l i rr t l rcr clari l ic lrr ion rhlr hc r.  n,,r . lcr, :rrh1ng.1 rc.r lnr rvirhrrrrr env
rlcgrcc ofnrl tcr ial i ty. ' l -hc 

Origcnist iclcl  rher rhe crc;rr iorr l f icr thc ( icrrcr.r l  l {crurrc.-
r ion *i l l  l re wholly inrnrrtcr ialrvas in l lct condenrncd ar rhe I: i f ih t :_currrcnic.r l  ( i run,
ei l :  l1 uny.ne shal l  srr l  rhar rhc L:rsr. lut lgnrerrr siqni l ics rhc c.nrl lcrc desr.ucrion .f
thc l 'xrcly u'd rhat thc cncl of :r l l  rhings rvi l l  bc a rr.n nr:rrcr i .r l  nurur..  ,rn. l  rher in rhc
futurc agc thcrc rvi l l  bc norhing nrl tcr i ;r l ,  l l rr  onlv nrrkct l  spir i t :  lcr hinr bc enarhcnra.
(Elevenrh rrr iclc of rhc anlrhcnras lgl inst ()r igcn).

()rr thc rchtivc rnarcrir l i rv of-angcls rnd hunran souls. scc l lso Sr. lJusi l  thc
\ 'rcar. Or t lr  Holy Sprrir  2.1, and St. John l)anrascenc , I- .xact l .^tposit ion l . l3, 2..1.

rst Sincc Sr. Svnrcon slvs rhc rcncwcd crc.rr ion rvi l l  bc lrcyorrt l  i lnv pcrc(pt ion of '
thc scnses, ' i r  fblbu's rhlr ( lhr ist.s rcsur.rectcd bocl,- rvas und is..n,rturel lv ireyond
sensc-perccprion elso. Ir  wus bv [) ivinc dispcnsirr ion rhrrr (]hrist nradc l l is lroclv pcr_
ccptiblc ro rhc scnses of rhc apostlcs al icr Fl is rcsurrecriorr.  As l . ] lcssccj lhcophr; lact
poinrs orrt  in cl iscrrssing Ohrist ' .s irppcurirncc ro Srs. t .ukc rnt l  Clcr4xs on rhc r.<r:rd ro
l irrrmeus ( l-ukc 14:lJ J2): " l -hcv rvcrc rror r l lorvcd ro rccognizt Hint lrv thc tcr,
rLrrcs of thc bodv in rvhich t lre Savior rhcn appclrcd ro rhcnr. l i rr , :rs,\ ,1lrk r lvs, He
ruppcrlcd rrnto rsrr of rhcnr ' in anorhcr fbrni f l \{ l rk l(r : l l ) . :rnd wirh dif lcrcnr
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l.ater in the samc cliscottrsc, St. Svmeon, hlving urrtlotrbtetllv bc-

hcld sonrething of  thc f i r tLrrc : rge in prophct ic [ ) iv inc v is ion.  sPcrks l l l

more dcrail abottt thc renewed creatiott as a spiritLral clwclling placc of'

nt l ln:

As I hirvc s:ticl scvcrll r inres, l l l  crelt it l tr '  too. otlce nlldc ncw, wil l

bcconrc rvholly spiriturl, ln<l togcthcl u'irh l ' ,trrdisc rvil l  trc tr,tns-

firrrrrccl inro rrn intmltcti:t l . trnclrtng,itre, ctertt,rl, ,rttt l  nt>cric t lwell-

ing pllcc. I hc hcrtvctrs on thc onc h:rnd rvil l  bc itrcotrr pl t rttr lv

briqhtcr, in r nr:rnncr indcccl <lLrirc ncrv, clif l ircnt ltrcl tnorc r:rdi.trtt

rhan thc visiblc hc:tvcns, rvhilc thc crrrh on rhe other hrrncl wil l rakc

on il ncw ancl incx;rressiblc ltc:tutv, ; ltt tttrf ltditrg vcrclttre. ortra-

nrcnted bv rrtclirrnt f lorvets, vlriecl atrt l spirittral. It wil l bc.rn c,rrrh

in which, as thc srcrcd tvord hls ir, r ightcoustrcss wil l hlvc its

dwcl l ing pl lcc (2 l 'c t .  . l :1. ] ) .  Ihc sun o1-r iq l r tcot tsncss rv i l l  shirrc

scvcnfirlt l  rrrorc brightly, ancl thc nroon wil l gleanr rwicc as briSiht es

rhc sLrn whiclr i l lurl ines it now (cf. Is. -10:2(r). 
' l 'hc strrs rvil l  bc l ikc

our sulr-if-, intlced, rhcsc irrc thc sitnrc strlts i ls i lrc s1-lt,kcn ,tf i tr thc

sutrl ir lc thoughrs of thc rvisc. All things thcre rrc bcvond spccch'

rrlnscc'ncl rh<,ught, sirve only thlt rhcy :rrc spiritLral and divinc,

unitcd ro tht' intcll igible wollt l, ancl corrrprisc ltrothcr, noctic l 'errt-

clisc ancl hcavcnly Jcrusirlcnl, nraclc l ikc lncl ttnirc.l to the hcavcnlv

lc l t trrcs. l ' lc no lottgcr cottf i rrnrcd rhc actions of I l is [r ,xlv to nlt t l r l l  I i t rvs. bLrt in-

src,rd acrcd in thc bodv in : t  spir i tul l  nr,tntrcr thrtt  u' ls bcvotrd nartrrc. I 'his is rvhv

thcir eycs rvcrc prcventecl f ' ronr rccogtt izing Hinr '  Whv did I lc appcrrr to t lrcnr in

lnother fbrnt, ancl u'hv ucrc thcir eves prevcntccl lront rccognizing l l inr i .  .  Ih,rt

rhcv nriglrr bcl icvc.r l l  thc nrorc sttrclv rh:rt  l l is lroclv i .  r to longcl e l toclv thrtt  is

clearly r isi tr lc lo rvcrv()nc. [ :-ven t lrottgh His rcsurrccted lrodv is rhc senrc' boclv

rvhich srrf lercd. l lc norv lp1'rcrtrs onlv to those to rvhorn IIc rvi l ls to rcvcl l  Hinr-

self . . . .  l ic rvas scctr by th,rsc ro ruhonr Hc rvishctl  ro bc visible'  (  l l te l :xpkndtiot ol '

rfu Holl ()rpd rcordi s to St. /.rr,4r, pp. .1 1 8- 1 9). ln srmc witt'. following l lis es-

crnsiorr in(o hcevcn, ( lhr ist hes nriraculouslv:rppcarccl to pcoplc in l l is rcsurrcctcd

l-ndy l t  variotts t inrc. throuthottt  ( l l rr ist ian historr ' .

( l l t [Al  l l t )  lN lN( ]Ol tR.t lP ' l - l (  )N

rvorlcl, rhc inviolablc inhcririrnce of thc sorrs of (,od (cf. Ronr.
f i :2 |  ) .  ' " "

Vhcn St.  Synreon slvs that  a l l  th ings in thc cosnros,  including
nran, wi l l  become "spir i tual  and div inc,"  he is rcferr ing to nothing less
than their deiflcation. Deiflecl in botlr sorrl and body, nrrn will frccly
cxpericncc (lod's uncrcirred encrliy (gracc) through his boclily scnscs.
ln the worcls of St. (iregorv Prrlamas,

In thc very blcsscd cxisrencc of thc lgc' to conrc, in "thc sons ot thc
rcsurrcction (l,uke 20:-l(r), who, :rccordinq ro rhc (iospcl of(,hrist,
will havc rcccivecl an angelic rligniry, it will bc thc bodt,rvhich is rrs il
hiddcn. Virh rlrc victory of the rrorrr. thc bodv rvill bccorrrc so subtlc
rhat it rvill no longcr appcrlr r() bc nrltcrial, and ir rvill rro longcr
linrir thc irctivity of rlrc riorrr. In this war,, thcy rvill cniov thc [)ivinc
Liglrr  i r r  rhcir  h, 'c l i l r  scnscs.r '

Frorl this Patristic testimony wc sec lrow, through Christ, m,rn ancl
the rcst  of  creat ion wi l l  not  only l rc resrorct l  ro rhcir  or ig inrr l
irrcorrupriorr; rlrey will also become whar dtey would barc btntttil the
firsr Adam had fulfil led his calling from (lod. Ir will bc rcmcmbrrcd
thirt, according ro St. Maximus, nran'.s original designation rvas not
only to beconre deificd himselFbur also to bring thc rvhole crc:rtecl uni-
vcrsc into a state of deification, so thirt "thc wholc [woultl bc] wholly
in tcrpcnet ratetl by Ciod."'tt IlLrrrhcr cxpoLrnding Sr. Maxinrus's teaclr-
ing, Vladirlir l-ossky wrires: "Sincc this task which u.:rs givcn to rnen
was not fulfil lcd by Adam, it is in thc work of (ihrist, rhc Sccond

1"" St. Svrnec,n thc Nov ' l -hcologi:rn ,  l l t l , iot l  I) isotrr ' t t  I . i :  S(i  l2l : l  I l l  l0lef.Orr

r ln,hl.ysriut Lif i .  vol.  I .  p.4l i  l : i r tr 'Ortaud l l , tn. p. 104.
r3 St. ( ircgorl I ' r l ; rnr.rs. / / ,r  l r ials | . . \ . .76 tt  l l 'e l i i 'ut i :  Book (hr (( ' .hiettgo:

I ) r : rx is lnst i tutc l ) rcss,  2{X)2),  p.  12i t .
r3f St. N{.rximus thc (irnfi'ssor, tlnLigurn /tl: in I ourh, rll,rrllrrrr rfu (.lotliit,tt, 

1t.
r58.
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Aclarn,  that  wc c: ln scc what i t  w,as meant to bc." 'n" ' I 'hus,  as St.
Maxinrus wr i rcs in c l iscoursing on ( lhr isr 's words.  "My Father is work-
ing cven now, and I  i r r l  working" ( . fohn 5:17),  i t  is  in the work of
Christ that we bchold "rhe grace cflcctivc ro dci! the univcrse."'""

All ther has becn clescribccl lrcrc-rhc immutable glory of the fir-
ture age-has becn nrade possible bv rhc incarnation, death and resur-
rection of Christ. ' l 'hrough rhe rorality of C)lrrist'.s work of redenrption,
nran is spir i tual ly uni ted wirh ( lod and t le i f icd:  m:rn crrr  arrairr  ro [ )ara-
dise and helvcn aficr dcath; antl, ar rhe Clcncr:ll Resurrcction, nrln'.s
bocly and the cntire crearion are to bc rcnewctl as an incorrupriblc,
spir i tual  and div ine c lwel l ing pl i rce.

Vl l l .  Tue Onrnooox DocrnrNp op PnnLepsnnrex
INconnuprroN es I t  Relerrs ro OnrHooox

Sorenrolocv exo EscunroLocy

Fronr thc fbrcgoing cliscussion it cirn bc sccn how rhc Orthoclox
tcaching on the or ie inal  incorru;r t ion of  rhe wor ld has direct  bcar ing
on Orrhodox sotcriology. 'l 'he Scrip t u ral/ I)irtrist ic doctrine rhar dclth
e ntcred the world as a consequcnce of nran'.s sin fbrnrs a fbundation fbr
the doctr ine that thc s in lcss Savior innoccrr t ly  took upon Himself  that
consequcncc-rhlt is, bv clying on rhc (lross-irr order ro "pr.rr irway
sin by the sacrificc of Hinrself," ro "bear rhc sins of nrirnv" (Hcb. 9:2(r,
28), to redecm mrnkind fionr all rhe conscqucnccs of sin.

As wc havc sccn, whcn Aclanr fi ' l l his corrupred nature, now clis-
eased with s in,  madc him sLrbjccr to physical  dcath.  Al l  h is dcsccndanrs
inheritcd thar corrupted nature, antl thrrs all rvcrc obliged ro dic.
Christ llone, beine tottrlly sinlcss, rvls nor obliged to suffcr clcatlr; ancl
tlrerefbre, in His volr,tntlry dclth ,rncl in His rcsurrection which inexo-
rably succcedcd ir, Hc clestloycd clclth borh spirirual :rncl boclily. Lcr us
recall rhe words of St. John Ihnrasccne quoted elrlicr: "Sirrcc or.rr [.orcl

rs'r l.osskv, lvlystiul I htology, 1t. l lO.
r" lrSr. J\1:rxinrrrs the ( irnlcssor., , l /  lhaldssiun 2., in On t/n,(.ott t i t  t \1.).r l{r ' t1 p. I(X).

( ] { l iAl  t i t )  tN tN( l ( ) l l . l t t iP I I ( )N

lcsus ( lhr ist  was withoLrt  s in .  . .  He was rror srrbjcct  to t lcath,  s i r tcc

dcar l r  canre inro rhe world througtr  s in."  Ycr "r l rc L.ord,"  rvr i res.St.

Circgory l)alarnas, 'iraricnrly cntlurccl firr our sake it dclrh He wirs trot

olrligcrl to Lrnderg<,, to rctleem Lrs, rvho werc obligctl to sulfcr dc,rrh."'"'
Hcrc rvc scc clcerly how thc plt.ysial, uustl n u'tio l)erwcctl

Aclam's act of sin ancl thc prcsencc of dcerh rn the world lbrnrs the'trasis
fbr trnclcrstanding the phvsical, c:rusal conrrccrion bcrwccn (lhrist\ Lrn-

cleserved cleath ,rncl thc ovcrconring of thc cotrscclttctrccs of sin irt tltc

world. As Fr. Seraphinr I{osc poirrrctl out,

(lhrist's deatb on rhc (-ross rvls a rcll, phvsical cvcnt, trot.ttt inr.tge
or rrtt rtl lcgory; and lt rhc sunre titrc it h:rs spilittral consc(lucrlccs,
brirrging ilb()rlr l l chlrnge in rrrln'.r c,lnclition. lt givcs rrs salvltion: not

fiqLrrirtivc sllvation, bur lctull snlvrttiorr. lrt tltc slttrc w;tt, A<|rnt
r , rsred ofa t rec and thcrcby I fc l l  i r r to corrupt ionl .  l  h is,  r (x) ,  w.rs : r

physical  cvcnt wi th spi l i tual  consrqucnccs. .h. t r rg int  r t r l t t .s  conr l i -
t ion." '

' I  he Orthot lox teaching on prelnpsar iur t  incorrr tpt iot t  is  r r lso lbLrn-
dationrl fbr Lr nclcrstancling St. I' irrrl '.s ofi-rcpcutctl tcaching-u lriclt rve
havc sccrr  e lucid:r tet l  t rv St.  John ( l l r rvsostonr ' " ' -of  s in ant l  c lcarh en-

tering the world through .?/,rr man ancl rhcn bcine ovcrcotrtc lry Orrr

N4an. Sr.  John C)hrvsostorrr  s:r ic l  that  rhe rrut l r  thut  orrr  rcclcnrpr i , r r r

cr>uld conre fionr only Onc Man is evidcrtcccl by,thc firct thitt tlte cott-
scquences of  s in canrc f ionr orr ly one nr i ln.  l r r  f icr ,  St .  ( lhr tsostont

srates that, rn the fifth chapter of Ronrans, St. l)irtrl repcatccllv jrrxtrt-

posetl thc "onc" Aclam with the "Onc" (lhrist prcciselv in ortlcr t<r
tlcnronsrrrtc rhc rcaliry oI thc world'.s rcclcnrption by Oh risr- lta rricu-
lrrlv ro thosc Jc',vs w,ho bclicvctl in thc (lcnesis nilrrrltive bttt not (vct)

in Chr ist .  For St.  I )aLr l  as f i r r  rhc Holy l ;at l rers,  f i i th in rhc rcal  Sccotr t l

r"L Scc rhc l i r l l  quot i r t ions,rn pp. (r9 
"0 rrbovc.

r"r l j r .  Sclrrphirrr l {osc, (, i ,zrr i ,  ( . ' t tr t ion at l  htr ly Alau. p. )1 6.
r" '  Scc 1 '1, .7 l  - l  , rb<rrc.
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Adam as the Reclccmcr fionr rr.rin cannot bc divorcecl fionr belief in the
rcal  f . i rsr  Adam as rhe cause of that  r t r in. ' " '

Certainll ', the Orrhodox reaching on rhe original incnrruption of
rlzl (specifically) is most gcrmanc ro rhc ()rrhodox clocrrine of rc-
tlcmption, sirrce ir was a m:rn (Aclanr) who broughr sin ancl dcrrh inro
rhe world, and it rvas a Man (rhe (iod-rn:rn lcsus (ihrist) Vho ovcr-
came thenr. At tlrc same tinre, however, this Scriprural/l)atristic tcirch-
ing cannot be separated fionr rhar of rhe incorruption of the resr of rhe
cosnros betorc thc fall, sincc as rve have secn the visiblc crcarion was
rnadc firr thc slkc of nran, is clcpcndcnr on nran. and rlust bc in rhc
samc condi t ion as man. ' fhe incorrrrpr. lnJ porcnr i i l l ly  inrnrcrral  bodv
ofman lrcfbre rhc fil l, as c]escribcd in clcrail in rhc l)atristic wrirings.
could not havc existed in surroundings fil lcd with death and corrr,rp-
ti<rn; arrd lrence it is to bc cxpecrctl rhar rhc tzrrrrrlrr patrunt, in accor-
c lencc with Holy Scr ipturc,  holds thar rhe cosmos wrrs or ig inal l l ,
incor lupt  as wel l .

r" '  [ ] tsiclcs t frc pitssitgcs elrc,r. lv quotc. l  ( lbnr. 5: lJ '19, I  (  lor I  5:21-22). rhcrc:rrc
,t ther phccs in the I ' rLrl ine cPist lcs u'hcrc rhe r\posrlc rvr ircs of t \clunr uncl [ ivc, rc,
counting thc Bibl icel clcscript ions ofthcir crcetion rnd f i l l :  I 'hc l l rsr nran Atl :rm
rvas rrr t lc  a l iv ing sorr l ' ( l  ( i r r  l5:45; cf .  ( icn.  l :7) ;  ihc scrpcnt begui lcd l . lvc
through his srrbt lcty" ( l  (br. l l : . l l  c l .  ( icn. . l : l -(r)r "Adunr w;rs l i rrnrcd f irst.  then
l ive: errr l  Adlnr rvlrs rrot t lcccivcd, lrut thc wonr:rn bcing clcccivcd rv;rs irr  rhc trerrs,

srcssion" ( |  - l  inr. 2:13- l .1r cf.  ( len. 2:21 . l :(r).  i \g.r in, rcf i ' rr ing to thc c rcrt ion ol l i ,c
f ionr Ad.rnr. St. I ' : rul uri tes: l !1ln is not fronr rvomirn. lxrr rvorr lrr f ionr nlrnl nor
rt ls the nren crcutcrl  tbr thc lr 'onri tn, bur rhc rvonr:rn fbr thc nran' ( I  Cor I  l :11-,);  cf.
( icn.2: l l l  J . l ) .  In keepingwirh rhc plr in nrerningof rhcsc f r rss:rgcs of  Sr.  I ) ru l ,  rhc
Pltr ist ic conrnrcnterics oo thcnr lrsstrne ir  bcl icf in rn ecrrr l l .  hisroricir l  Acr:rrn antr
t . r 'e.  Scc,  l i r r  cr lnrplc,  Sr.  John ClTr lsosrorn.s con)nrent i l ry on I  I inrorhy2:1.)  l4
(NI)NIt lst Scrics. vol.  l . l ,  pp.4. l5-.16), rvhcrc thc Suint rrf l i rnrs the cxistcncc of l i ,c
as l  singul i tr ;rcrson, disr irrguishing bcrwcen hcr,rnd thc lcrrr:r lc scr gcncralh,.

' l  h:rt  Adlnr lnr l  l rvc rverc le:r l  ;rcrsons u,:rs l f ] i rnrcd bv ( lhr isr Hinrsclf ,  Vho srid
thrt r lrc "blootl  of Atrcl," rhcir scconcl son. rvirs shcd fnrnr thc f irundarion ofrhe
rvor ld ( l .ukc l1: i l ,  5{) :  cf .  ( icn.4:8).  ( ihr ist  r lso spokc ol  rhccrcer i , 'n ol  n( txnr rnd
lrvc, t luoring l ionr rhc book ol ( icncsis: I lut l rom the ttgirrning of rhc crcit ion (;o(l
'nr i tde r l tcnr nrale rnd f inr l lc (N1.rrk l0:( l  ci .  ( icn. l :-27).

( l lL l lA l  I l )  IN lN( i ( ) l t l l t j l ' l  l ( )N

As thc tloctrinc rh.rr man and tlrc rvorlcl werc incorrupr befbrc rhc
fill is directlv connccrcd ro ()rtlrodox sorcriolog,v, so ?lso is rr con-
Irectccl to cschirology. It provides ;r b:rsis fbr rtrldcrsr:rnding rhc worcls
of thc Apostlc l 'aul in rhc way rhirr thc Holv l;arhcrs undersroocl thcrl;
"For sincc by mln clme dcath, bv rnln c:rnre also thc rcstrrrcction fionr
the clcad. []or irs in Atlam all dic, evcn so in (lhrisr shall all bc medc
rr l ivc. . . .  Ihe lnst  enerny thar shal l  bc t lcsrroycd is death" ( l  ( ]or .
15:) l -22,2(r) .  I r  underpins rhc docrr i r . rc rhat ( lhr isr  carnc in orclcr  ro
gilc fuck to nran rvhat Aclam hird krst ar thc firll, phvsicallv as rvell as
spirittralll,, irnd rhar, throueh Chrisr'.s clclrh lncl rcsurrccrion, thcrc rvill
be r t  rcstorat ion,  pertecr ion,  and spir i ru:r l izar ion of  thc i r rcorrupr
flrsr-creirtecl wrtrld. Frorrr Sr. Ircnacus in thc sccond ccnnrrv, wlro said
rhur crcnt ion wi l l  be "rcstored to i rs pr i rncvrr l  c( ,n( l i r ion" Jr  r l )c ( ;cncral
llcsurrccrion, to Fr. .fustin I)opovich in rhe twcnrierh ccnrury, wno
wrotc thrr  n:rrure wi l l  rhen "bcgin ro shinc wir l t  i rs pr i r lor<l ia l  s i r r lcss,
irnnrortal belurr,, rhe sanrc as ir hacl bcfbrc the firll," wc havc secrr rhc
connect iotr  r l r l r  thc Futhers have drarvrr  l rcrwccn thc or ig inal  und rhc
f lnal  statcs of  rhc crcar ion.  In the words ofSt.  ( , rcgory of  Nyssa, rhc
pronl isc of  thc f ln l l  srarc is precl icrr tct l  orr  l rc l ic f  in t l rc or ig in i r l  orrc,  arrr l
vicc ycrrit:

Norv thc [ ( icncnl ]  Rcsurrct ion pror l iscs us norhing clse thrrn rhc
rcsrorarion of thc fullcn to thcir.lncictrr st.rtc: fi lr rhe grilcc u,c look
fbr is:r ccnrin rcrurl l() rhe firsr lifc, bringirrg brck aqrrin ro I).rr.tl jsc
hinr .,r,ho wls clsr ()ur fionr it. lf rhcn thc lifc ol thosc rcstorctl is
closell rcl.rrecl ro rlrrr of rhc lngcls, ir is clcrrr th:rr rhc lifc bcfbrc thc
tlxrsgrcssion rv:rs I kind ol-lngclic lifr', lnd hcncc.rlso or.rr r(trrfn ()
thc arrc icrr t  corrc l i r ion oforrr  l i fe is conrparccl  ro the angcls.r ' ' i

Highl i lht ing rhis intcrrc l l t ionshigr bcru,ccn r l re or ig in l l  lnt l  f lnal
stltes of nnrr rrntl chc cclsnros, l:r. .serephinr poirlrccl out that

l  "  5t.  (  l l tgrrrr o1 Nls., .r ,  Orr r/ ' t  , lhl i t t t t  ol  , l lat l - . l r  Nl)\ l :  Jnt l  Scrics, vol.  5, p.
107



' l  t l l ] .  ( ) l { l  }  I ( ) l ) ( )x \ ( ( )Rt)

thc rwo corrcspotrrl lncl rtnlv tl i f lcr '  . in thar thc fltttrc stltc ol thc

u'olld rvil l  bc l ir l l l 'spirirual, correspc,nding to thc "spiriturl lrodv" of

rhc men who rvil l  drvell in it,:tnd no longcr rvil l  i t be possible fbr rts

incorrr.rptibil irv to bc lost l)o wc Orthodox (lhristi l trs lrclievc that

uc wil l auually bc imrrrorr:rl rtnd incorruptiblc in rhat ncxr l i fe-if

( locl wil l onlv number us rlnronli thc s:tved-or otrlv mctlphoricll lv

rrnd rl lceoricrl ly so? If rve lrclievc rntl think rs thc Holy Fathcrs clo,

thcn our fitrurc incorlupritri l i ty rvil l  bc rca1, rls wils thNt of thc crc-

ntion :rtrrl of Aclant bcfbrc his tl isobeclicnce.r""

l-hus we scc how orlr bclic.J'as ()r todox Chrisri:rns is all of one

piece. C)ur bclicf 'rhat dcirth cartre into thc rvorlcl through hurr'rrt sin

(Rom. 5:  I  2)  is  l inkct l  wi th our bel icf  thar ( lhr ist  thc God-man has rc-

decnred the wor ld by nrearrs of  His death (Heb. 9: I5)  ln thc sanrc

way, our belief that man xnd the cosmos wcre incorrrtpt in the bcgin-

ning is t iecl to our bclicf 'thirt thcv wil l bc incorrttpt in the futtrre age'

ct{ t :A I  l . : l )  tN IN(toRttL] l ,  t  I ( )N

ing it. BccirLrsc of rhis colrupriorr of nran'-s r)ilrurc, gracc withclrcw fionr
hir l .  Mln rhercby suf lered spir i tual  t lc l rh (rhe separ i r r ion of  rhc sor: l
f iom ( lod),  arr t l  th is in t r r rn nraclc I r i r r r  subjcct  ro phvsical  dcath ( thc
separation of'rhc soul fiorl rhc bod1,) ancl to phvsical corrrrprion (dc-
cay) afier tlelrh. ln rhis way, man inrroducctl cleirtlr and corrup-
t ion-nor nrcrcly as a porcnt ia l i ry but as an lctLral i ry- into his own
existcnce as wcll as irrto rhar of thc cntirc cosnros, which clepcndcd on
him.

'Wc have firrrhcr cliscrrssed horv (lhrist rhc (lod-rlan, rvhilc bcing
Hinrscl f  r . r ,hol ly s in lcss,  rook upol)  Hintsel f  rhc ul t intrr tc phl ,s ical  con-
scquence of sin-dcarh-thcrcby ovcrcoming all thc conscque nces of
sin. l-hrough Christ'.s clcarh and resrrrrcctiorr, nrarr is llrsr resrlrrccted
spir i rual ly through thc l i f i  of  grecc in thc ( lhLrrch;  ant l  larcr ,  r r  thc
(lcncrrrl R.cstrrrcction, he will lrc rcsurrccrcd phvsically as well, bcing
rcstorcd to thc incorrupr srarc hc cnjoyed:rr his crcation. Since tlre rcsr
of crearion was nradc firr man, ir t<lo will bc restorcrl ro incorlupriorr.
N4orcover, ilt thc (;elterill Rcsurrectiorr both nr:rn irnd thc cosmos rvill
bc spir i tu l l izct l  and dci f lc t l ,  rhus reaching the sratc thar, ,vas ul t i r larc ly
in rcntletl firr thcnr.

'l lrc I'trsoual l?clauanu and Applittrtion of'l-/tis 'tb,rltittg

Hlving cxlnr inecl  rhesc doctr incs in sonrc c lcprh.  lcr  us rrolv corr-
s i t ler  how thcy carr  infbrm our rrr i rL l . le lnd pcrccpr ion ofotrrsclvcs,  of
oLrr  lc l low htrnrarr  beings, lnt l  of  orrr  n l tural  environrncrr t .

WirhoLrt  thc ()r thodox ( ihr ist i r r r r  t rndcrstrnding of  thc or iq in of
t lcurh and corrupr ion,  r l rosc who bcl icve in ( lod nrav be incl inecl  to
blrunc Hinr f i r r  thc nrany f i r rnrs of  srr f f l r ing rhur ar isc i r r  rh is f i l len
rvorlcl, as rvcll ls fbr thc cleaths oflovccl oncs. ()n rhe orhcr hand. thosc
who do nor belicvc in (locl nrav point rr rhc trroken uspccrs of crcrrrion
:rs "proofi" thar rhcrc is. in fict, no (-'rcilror. [irr rrs ()rthotlox (]hris-
rians, horvcvcr, thc rnrc lc:rsorr firr thc corrtrprion of-crcrttion has bcen
cxplaincd krng n{o in thc l l ib lc l r rc l  in rhc ur i r ings of  rhc Frrrhcrs.  Wc
rccogrr izc rhar suf fcr inq,  i l lness,  dcl th,  and t lccrrr ,  f txtcrhcr wirh r l l l

IX.  CoNcr-usroN

A Surunar.y ol'tltt Ortlndox 7i'athing

In set t ing fbr th the Scr iptural /Petr ist ic tcaching on thc or ig i r r r r l

stete of crcatiort lrnd orl thc entrallce of cle:lth :rtrd corruprion' we hlve

shown thlt the condition of tuarr ilncl the crc:rtion in thc bcgirrning

was ridic:rlly clifferent fionr whrrt we know todrry. \Thcther or not ot'lc

vicws rhe originll incorruption of matl ancl the cosnlos irs beir)!! "llc-

cording ro nature" (depcnding on how otrc etnploys thc word 'hr-

turc"), it nrust be said rhat this il lcorruption wirs givctr rlnd Prcserved
bv Divinc grace. Man's corltitttlrlnce in irrcorrttption depentlcd on the

riglrt usc of his Frcc will in f'ollowing the conlnlarldment of Ciod'

where:rs the continuancc in ilrcorrttption of the rcst of thc costlos clc-

grcndcd on Irran. \?hcn nun lrcll, sin infectctl htrmiln Itrlturc, corruPt-

l')(, Iir. Sclrphinr ll.6sc, (,r,rrrrr.r, On,ttiot anzt |larll, Altt,1t.5r)).
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rhc orhe r manifcstations of corrttption-we rc llot Pirrt of Gocl's origi-

rrrl "vcry gttttd" creatiotr. l-hcy arc Prcsent because ntal broughr thenl

into thc wor ld through his s in.

An awarencss of rvhlt wirs irr rhc beginning lnd whlt occurretl at

rhc firll, tl icn, c:ln servc to uphold oLrr f:rith in thc flcc of lroth the

hlrclships of life ancl the artacks of unbelicvcrs. Far fioln blanring God

or doubt ing His cxistcr . tcc whetr  confrontccl  wi th suf fer ing and dcarh,

we crn scc thcsc re:rlities as sigtts <lf (iod's nlercl'. As wc havc scen fronr

rhc l)arristic wririrrgs, although (lod did llot crcittc rttrtlt nttcl thc cos-

rnos corruptiblc, whcn tnan sinnetl Hc allowrd delr-h and corrttltti,rtt

to entcr thc world itr order to servc firr rnan\ bencfit. L)eath prcvcnts

sin f rom lreing inrnrortal ,  whi lc rhc suf lcr inqs incurrcd in mln's cor-

ruptible srrrc scrvc to lrluttt his pridc atrd irrational lovc of sctrsLlal

pleirsurc, and ro point hirn back to thc trrtc Source of his lifc, which is

(lod and not thc worlcl. Thtrs, rhe conscqucrrccs of sitr are irt ti lc sarnc

rimc therapeutic corrcctivcs:rgainst sin. -fhrough hard cxpcricncc cott-

plcd with firith, we can lcarn t() lccePt thcsc corrcctivcs with rhankfirl

lrearts, rcalizing thev arc giveu to us for oLtr hcaling and salvatiotr.

Furthcrnrorc,  r rndcrsrancl ing thc f i r l l  ef fects of  thc i r l l  can hclp in-

srill in Lrs grcirtcr rcPcntltlce firr our sitrs lncl grcltcr ct)tnpassioll tor

rhc crcation. Although wc tlo Irot bcar thc guilr of the fall of oLtr flrsr

ancestors,  st i l l  wc plr t ic ipate in rhe si t rs of  the farni ly of  Aclam' hlv ing

bccn born into tli is world wirh a corrupted nattrre that inclines us to-

wrrd sin. l 'hus, whctr wc scc brokcnncss in our fcllow human bcings

or in thc material crcation, we should rccogtrize that we ottrsclvcs lre

enmcslrcd in thr t  rvhich,  in the bcginning, broughr i r t rot t t  th is uuivcr-

sal  srarc of  corrupt ion.  l -h is reel izat ion c;rn,  in turr l ,  inculcarc i r l  t ts

corloxssion for Clod's creatiotl i l. l its brokcnttcss.

in contc,npl , r t ing thc incorrLtpt  cosmos that wls i l l  the bcginrr ing.

as well as its restored encl pcrfictctl srate beyoncl thc (lcncral Resurrcc-

tion, we cln also bcct>mc,rwrre of (iod's plan fbr His crcation' His

cconom),. In tlris way wc crln lirow in spirituril knorvledgc of crcatecl

things according to Gocl'.s itrtetrtiotrs fbr them' lnd lt the sil,rrL rimc

( l l l t r i \ l l : l )  lN lN( l (  ) l l . l t t  r l '  I  l (  )N

It;rrbor :t rnorc vibritttr hope itr tltc firtLtrc rcrtcwrtl olt thc cosnros, whe rr
(iod's phn fbr it rvill hrtvc bccn firlfl l lcrl. As u,c havc heirrcl tirnr the
tcachings of  St .  Brrsanuphi t rs of()pt i r r r r ,  rvc crrn sr i l l  f ind "dcl ighrs.rnd

corrsol i r t iorrs" throLrgh bcholc l ing t l rc " f l r rurncrr ts"  t l r : r t  renrain of  ( lot l 's

or ig in:r l  hancl i rvork. ' "  Horvctcr .  i t  is  orr l r ' l rv being cogrr izent of  thc
or ig in l l  : rnd f lnal  starcs of  crcr t ion th i l i  wc c i ln i rpprcciatc rhc bcnurY
that ( iot l  c lcarc. l  in thc l rcginning, r t r t r t t r t r rcr l  bv hrrrnn sin,  ancl  thc
corrcsponding yct cvcn grcirtcr lrcrtuty thar is ro conrc. Such an ,rpplc-
c iat ion can hclp Lrs to lpprchent l  spir i tLral lv what St.  Mexinrrrs hrrs
cl l led " t raccs" of  ( iod's r l l jcstv in t l tc  sct ts i t r lc  c le,r t ion,"" , rnt l  throLrglr
thcm be lccl to a.lccpcr knorvlcclgc of-orrr (llcrtor.

I i inalh.ancl  ntost  inrportant l r ' ,  undcrstunt i ing rvhrr t  u,us in thc bc-
ginning antl rvhar occurlcd at rhc firll cirrr fl l l Lrs rvith rr nrorc fcrvcnr
grrtrittrdc rorv,rrtl ottr l-ortl .fcsLrs (lhrist, \7ho lroth rcsrorcs rvlrrrt rhe
f l rst  r r r r rn losr rrr rc l  br i r rgs into bcirrg rvhrr t  r l rc f l lsr  rnrrn wi ls r l rc l lnt  to
r t t t r t in.  As rvc hrtve scett ,  i t  is  onlr , t ry rccogniz inS thar dcrth cr l tcred thc
rvor ld bccurrse ofs in rhrt t  rvc c: t r t  f i r l ly  rPPrcciatc rv l r t '  rhc s in lcss ( lhr isr

diu/ for thc salvation of tlrc rvorlcl; u,hy Hc rrndcscrvcrlly rook LrPon
Hinrscl f  rhc f inal  physicrr l  conscqucncc of  s i r r  i r r  orc lcr  to ovtrcornc:r l l
thc conscrlrrclrccs of sirt, "trantpling tlorvrr tlcrth trv tlcltl i '"" rrnrl giv-

i r rg l i l 'c ' to thc rvor lc l .  l r t  knorvir tg a, ly l lc  d id th is,  rvc cr t r t  g ivc rrrore f ) t '
t ine glorv to l l inr  f i r r  l t r rv i r tg,  rv i th l l is  dcarh orr  thc ( l ross,  ' i r l f i ' rc t l

onc sucr i f icc f i r r  s i r rs f i r ro,cr"  (Hcb. l0:  l l ) ,  and f i r r  bccorr ins,  in His
rcsrrrrcct iorr ,  the " f i rsr f iu i ts"ofourr is inqf i 'ornthcdcrrd( l ( lor .  l5:10,
)  l \

' lb  inr- t l r rougl t  Vlrorn rrrarr  urrc l  t l rc v is ib l (  crc i l t iorr  l ,crc nrrrdc
incorrLrpr in rhc bcginning,rrr t l  , r re to bc inrnrtrru[r lv rctLrrrrcr l  to
incorrrrpr ion,  nret lc spir i t t r t l .  r r r rd t lc i f icd- is dtrc glorv f i r rcvcr.  For
" l lcholc l , "  Flc savs.  " l  r r r lkc l l l  th inss ncrr ' "  (Apoc. 2l :5) .

L" Sr'c p. l l  i rbovc.

"r Stt p. l ' )  i rbovc.
r"" l i rrrr thc l ' : rsclrel t loplr ion.
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